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At Walmart, charity really
really starts at home

D.C. Jobs with Justice and a
dozen other labor and commu-
nity groups filed a complaint
with the IRS June 15 — accus-
ing Walmart of inappropriately
using its nonprofit Walmart
Foundation to soften up local
opposition to the company’s ef-
forts to expand. The Walmart
Foundation, which is com-
pletely controlled by the com-
pany, has had a habit of ramping
up local giving just before local
votes on whether to approve
new stores. For example, the
foundation donated just over
$200,000 to Los Angeles organ-
izations in 2008 and 2009, in-
creased that to $1.4 million in
2011, just as plans to open a

store were getting underway,
and then dropped back to about
$230,000 in 2013, the year that
store opened. Such a practice vi-
olates the terms of the founda-
tion’s tax-exempt status, the
complaint argues, because it
shows that the charitable dona-
tions are directly benefiting the
donor’s business.

$15 minimum passes in LA,

and will go to Tacoma voters
Los Angeles became the latest
—and largest—U.S. city to raise
its minimum wage June 13,
when mayor Eric Garcetti
signed a bill for a local mini-
mum wage that will rise in steps
to $15 by 2020.

And on June 6, the group 15
Now qualified a ballot measure

that will ask Tacoma, Washing-
ton, voters this November to ap-
prove a $15 an hour minimum,
for businesses with annual gross
revenues of over $300,000.
Tacoma City Council is working
on a counterproposal to refer to
voters.

Sanders finds labor backing

for his campaign for president
The first candidate to earn labor
support for the 2016 presidential
race is ... Sen. Bernie Sanders
of Vermont. On June 15, the
North Carolina AFL-CIO
passed a resolution urging sup-
port for Sanders’ campaign, cit-
ing his longstanding and heart-
felt commitment to union
principles and labor’s values,
and policy proposals that put the
interests of the labor movement

Who's on our side?

By Tom Chamberlain Oregon AFL-CIO President

Free trade — a litmus test for labor

fter 20 years of NAFTA, CAFTA and a

host of other free trade agreements, none
of which have fulfilled their promise of new
jobs, the data shows that American workers
have paid for free trade with lower wages and
cuts to benefits. America has lost millions of
good-paying, middle class jobs.

The American labor movement, spear-
headed by AFL-CIO President Richard
Trumka, has been very clear about our posi-
tion on the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP)
and Fast Track. We will not support any trade
agreement that costs jobs, undermines the
sovereignty of our nation, and ignores labor
and environmental standards.

Our answer from President Obama is to
trust him. But the little we know about the
TPP does nothing to convince us that it will
be any different than the previous free trade
agreements.

The labor movement has been united —and
we have been clear with Congress: Trade Pro-
motion Authority, also known as Fast Track,
forces an up or down vote on the TPP. Organ-
ized labor will hold those who side with cor-
porate America accountable. The TPP is po-
tentially the largest free trade agreement in
history, representing 40 percent of the world’s
economy. It will be the last trade agreement
to allow nations to simply sign on.

On June 4, Roll Call magazine ran an arti-
cle titled “Democrats Frustrated by Unions’
Cash Freeze over Fast Track.” The article
speaks to how upset some members of Con-
gress are that organized labor will not make
political contributions until after the vote on
Fast Track and the TPP, and evaluating
whether to find more worker-oriented candi-
dates to challenge supporters of corporate-dri-
ven free trade agreements.

What is upsetting about the article is the
backlash the labor movement is receiving
from those members of the Democratic
House Caucus, who labor is holding account-
able for their support of Fast Track and the
TPP. They’re even going so far as referring
to President Trumka as a “bully.”

I wonder if the named and unnamed mem-
bers of the U.S. House of Representatives
Democratic Caucus members who spoke out
in the article understand that their vote for
Fast Track and for the Trans-Pacific Partner-
ship is the biggest labor vote of their careers.
Taking issue with how unions hold Congres-
sional Democrats accountable defines the
growing fissure between workers and some
politicians. This appears to be based on a be-
lief that unions have no place to go but the
Democratic Party. In reality, we do have a
place to go: It’s to sit out elections or to find
better candidates who understand that work-
ers need help.

The endorsement of any labor organiza-
tion, including the Oregon AFL-CIO, is
earned through voting records, candidate
questionnaires, and how candidates actively
support workers. Do they support cuts to so-
cial programs such as Social Security,
Medicare and Medicaid to balance the federal
budget? Or do they ensure that business and
the one-percenters pay their fair share? Do
they go to union events and glad-hand? Or do
they walk the picket line and send letters to
CEO:s in support of workers?

Labor’s endorsements and political contri-
butions aren’t a right. They’re an honor.

Tom Chamberlain is president of the Oregon AFL-CIO,
a120,000-member-strong federation of labor unions.

front and center. The resolution
comes after similar resolutions
from the Vermont AFL-CIO and
the United Electrical, Radio, and
Machine Workers of America.

FedEx drivers are employees

after all, in California anyway

FedEx Ground announced June
12 that it will pay $228 million
to settle a lawsuit claiming that

it illegally misclassified over
2,000 FedEx Ground and FedEx
Home Delivery pickup and de-
livery drivers as “independent
contractors” when they were in
reality employees. The com-
pany has been sued numerous
times for the practice, which is
meant to skirt payroll taxes and
the law giving workers the right
to unionize.

...Fast Track runs off rails

From Page 1

of all of this discussion that we
could find a path to yes for the
Fast Track legislation,” Pelosi
said. “Some bumps in the road
along the way ... unfortunately,
I think, sinkholes as well. But
that doesn’t mean that that road
cannot be repaired. I just believe
that it must be lengthened.”
Pelosi seemed to suggest in
her House floor speech that Fast
Track should come after Con-
gress deals with more urgent
matters, like climate change and
highway fund reauthorization.

How the Oregon/Southwest
Washington delegation voted
Democrat Peter DeFazio was
the only Oregon House member
to vote against the Fast Track
and TAA bills. His fellow De-
mocrats Earl Blumenauer,
Suzanne Bonamici, and Kurt
Schrader, and Republican Greg
Walden, all voted for the Fast
Track and TAA bills, as did
Southwest Washington Repub-
lican Jaime Herrera-Beutler. [In
the earlier Senate vote, Jeff
Merkley (D-Ore.) voted against
the Fast Track/TAA bill, but
Ron Wyden (D-Ore.), Maria
Cantwell (D-Wash.) and Patty
Murray (D-Wash.) voted for it.]

FREE CLASSIFIED ADS

AUTOMOTIVE

LOUVERED 5TH WHEEL tailgate, 99
to "11 super duty Ford, $125. 503-256-
9781

HOUSING

ROCKAWAY BEACH rental, 3 bed, 2
bth, sleeps 10, Jacuzzi, 5 min to beach/
shops.Vacationhomerentals.com/43026
ROCKAWAY ocean front, 503-777-
5076, 5bdrms/2 bath, book now for
summer! http://rockawaybeachfron-
trental.co

6 ACRES, 30x48 shop, power, well,
new septic, 137 Barefoot Hollow Rd,
Longview, Wa, $115,000, 360-577-5231
390 ACRES, secluded, must see to ap-
preciate, wildlife, juniper trees views,
$750 per acre, terms. 541-468-2961

SPORTING GOODS

1978 12 SMOKERSCRAFT BOAT
wi/trailer, some fishing equipment. 503-
901-9826

WANTED

OLD WOODWORKING tools, planes,
levels, chisels, handsaws, slicks, adzes,
wrenches, folding rulers, axes, hatch-
ets, tool chests. 503-659-0009
BUYING US & world coins to add to col-
lection, paying fairly, any amount wel-
come. 503-939-8835

COLLECTOR, cash paid, old fishing
tackle, wood plugs, reels, creels,
salmon fishing photos, etc. 503-775-
4166

COLLECTOR PAYS cash for older toys,
oil paintings, American art pottery, and
costume jewelry. 503 703-5952
SEEKING old beer stuff, signs, cans,

bottles; brand doesn't matter; the older
the better. 503-357-7862.

MISCELLANEOUS

RETIRED MACHINIST offers tools, ma-
chine shop, welding, Oxy-Acetylene,
Arc welding equipment, make offer.
503-668-5166

PATIO HEATER, 38,200 BTU, bronze
heat-focusing propane., w/empty tank,
very good cond. 503-522-6542

CLASSIFIED AD GUIDELINES

Subscribers may place one free classified ad per
issue. Ads should be 15 to 20 words, all in lower
case (NO CAPITAL LETTERS). Ads must include a
phone number, including area code, or they will
not be published. No commercial or business ads.

HOW TO SUBMIT A CLASSIFIED AD
Indicate which union you are a member of, and
send your ad to michael492@comcast.net or by
mail to PO Box 13150, Portland OR 97213. We
publish the first and third Fridays of each month,
and the deadline is one week prior to that.
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