
WASHINGTON, D.C. (PAI) —
Amid the uproar over the “fiscal cliff”
talks, Congress overwhelmingly ap-
proved legislation implementing yet
two more trade pacts, this time with

Russia and Moldova. 
Lawmakers attached some human

rights conditions to the Russia pact.
The 365-43 House vote and 92-4

Senate vote sent the legislation to Pres-

ident Barack Obama, who pushed for
it and promised to sign it. U.S. exports
to Russia now total $11 billion yearly,
and Congressional advocates of the
pacts predict that figure would double
in five years. They were silent about the
pacts’ impact on jobs.

Nobody in Congress openly op-
posed the trade pacts with the two low-
wage countries, but several former foes
emphasized the human rights condi-
tions placed on Russia.  The Russian
government of President Vladimir
Putin has been cracking down on op-
ponents.

Even Sen. Sherrod Brown (D-
Ohio), an outspoken critic of past “free
trade” pacts that cost U.S. workers
jobs, supported the Russia pact.            

“The Russia Permanent Normal
Trade Relations (PNTR) legislation is
an important step forward in American
trade policy because it learns from
some of the mistakes of China PNTR,
enhances compliance and accountabil-
ity measures to ensure Russia meets its
commitments, and addresses human
rights,” Brown wrote in a column for
The Hill.

The Machinists were the most no-
table union foes of Russia PNTR.

In a letter to lawmakers in July,
union President  Thomas Buffenbarger
wrote:

“Russia’s labor code fails to secure
fundamental labor rights, and its appli-
cation is worse: Human rights leaders
have been brutally assaulted and union
communications censored.  In addition,

journalists, lawyers, and human rights
activists have been jailed without due
process, and even killed.  

“If Russia receives PNTR status
and joins the World Trade Organization
(WTO), it will be a repeat of our dev-
astating experience with China. Since
China joined the WTO, our trade
deficit with China has ballooned to
nearly $300 billion. For American
workers this has meant the loss of 1.9
million manufacturing jobs and stag-
nant wages.”

Buffenbarger’s union, which repre-

sents thousands of aerospace workers,
added that Russia, like China, “focused
on the growth of its heavily subsidized
aerospace industry” and demands
transfers of U.S. technology in return
for access to its market.

The human rights conditions bar
any Russian the U.S. lists as a gross vi-
olator of human rights. For Russia, the
conditions replace the Jackson-Vanik
amendment to U.S. trade law, which
tied trade to freedom for Soviet Jews.
Jewish groups supported Russian
PNTR repeal, with the conditions.  
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AUTOMOTIVE
’52 FORD, 4-door, $2,500 obo. 503-289-
0066 (Ed)
32-FOOT HOLIDAY RAMBLER trailer with
slide, excellent condition, $8,500 obo. 503-
888-1019
’97 MAzDA pROTEgE, runs great, good
tires & tags, 4 cylinder, automatic, moon
roof, AC, power, $1,895. 503-632-8295

HOUSING
ROCKAWAY ocean front 503-777-5076
5 bdrm, 2 bath, call for fisherman’s special,

http://home.comcast.net/~rockaway.beach

ROCKAWAY BEACH rental, 3 bed, 2 bath,
sleeps 10, Jacuzzi, 5 min to beach/shops.
Vacationhomerentals.com/43026

LInCOLn CITY vacation rental, 3 bdrm, 2
bath. sleeps 8, wi-fi, 2 blks from beach, 3
blks from casino. 503-653-2069

MISCELLANEOUS
EDDIE BAuER goose down parka w/tun-
nel hood, wolf fur trim, bib overalls, elbow-
length mittens w/fur back shoulder-length
hat. 503-666-2289

Sporting Goods
TAYLORMADE R580 driver, left-handed,
10.5 degree, reg, w/cover, $50; 3-wheel,
foldable pull cart, $50. 503-669-5324

WANTED
OLD WOODWORKIng tools, planes, lev-
els, chisels, handsaws, slicks, adzes,
wrenches, folding rulers, leather tools, tool
chests. 503-659-0009
MOTORCYCLEs, quads, boats, tractors,
RVs, trailers, bicycles, autos, lawnmowers,
cash paid will pick up 503-880-8183

u.s., gERMAn, Japanese military items,
uniforms, aviation, hats, helmets, swords,
daggers, bayonets, rifles, pistols. 503-852-
6791

BuYIng us & world coins to add to col-
lection, paying fairly, any amount welcome.
503-939-8835
COLLECTOR, cash paid, old fishing
tackle, wood plugs, reels, creels, salmon
fishing photos, etc. 503-775-4166

OLD HOnDA MOTORCYCLEs, 50cc and
up; will pay cash. 503-310-2246 (Dave).
COLLECTOR pAYs cash for older toys,
older oil paintings and older American art
pottery. 503-703-5952

$17 a month coverage
includes:

www.legalshield.com/info/randallnix

Congress OKs trade agreements with Russia, Moldova


