IAM District W24 recognized as ‘Labor
Partner of Year” at United Way function

Machinists District W24 was named
“Labor Partner of the Year” at United
Way of the Columbia-Willamette’s an-
nual Celebration of Caring recognition
dinner April 19 in Portland. This year’s
Community Giving Campaign raised a
record $22,005,560.

United Way of the Columbia-
Willamette covers four counties in the
Portland/Vancouver area.

The Labor Partner of the Year award
is selected based on unions that not only
participated in this year’s campaign, but
that also showed outstanding support of

United Way and community services.
In presenting the award, United Way
said: ... the International Association
of Machinists and Aerospace Workers
District W24 set a strong leadership
standard in promoting and supporting
United Way of the Columbia-Wil-
lamette. Whether raising funds to bene-
fit Guide Dogs of America and Labor's
Community Service Agency, volunteer-
ing to serve on local boards and partic-
ipate in community-building events, or
standing steadfast in support of United
Way, the Machinists ‘Live United’ spirit

Social Security will not go broke

By ROSS EISENBREY
Economic Policy Institute

Social Security will never run out of
money. Even in 2033, when the multi-
trillion dollar buildup of funds for the
baby boomers is used up, there will be
hundreds of billions of dollars of con-
tributions to the trust fund, and Social
Security will continue to pay three-
fourths of promised benefits.

Many claim younger workers will
never claim Social Security benefits.
Far from it. Even for workers who re-
tire after 2033, benefits will be higher
in inflation-adjusted terms than they are
today, though they will replace a shrink-
ing share of pre-retirement earnings.

It is true, however, that reducing
promised benefits is a bad thing. We
should avoid it by making better-off

Americans pay the same Social Secu-
rity tax rate as average Americans. The
loophole that shelters all but a tiny por-
tion of millionaires’ income should be
closed. Warren Buffet and Mitt Rom-
ney should pay Social Security taxes at
the same rate on their income as their
secretaries pays on theirs.

The worst way to address the poten-
tial benefit cuts that could happen two
decades from now is for Congress to
jump the gun and cut benefits now. Cut-
ting benefits by raising the retirement
age or reducing cost-of-living increases
is no solution for future benefit cuts.
That should be obvious, but there are
plenty of snake-oil-selling politicians
who want to do just that. There is only
one way to avoid benefit cuts, and that
is by raising more revenue.

Tell your insurance agent

is the inspiration throughout the labor
community and beyond.”

Organized labor is always a major
participant in the fundraising campaign,
both in promoting the agency at union
worksites and through donations.
Vickie Burns, executive director of La-
bor’s Community Service Agency,
served on the 2011 United Way Cam-
paign Cabinet. The cabinet was chaired
by Gregg Kantor of Northwest Natural.
Bob Tackett, secretary-treasurer of the
Northwest Oregon Labor Council, sits
on United Way’s Executive Board, as
does Barbara Mathey, CEO of the
IBEW & United Workers Federal
Credit Union.

Eighteen labor organizations, in-
cluding the Northwest Labor Press,
were among 100 award nominees for
2011. The International Brotherhood of
Electrical Workers Local 48 was a col-
laborating partner for community im-
pact projects and initiatives.

More than 1,000 local companies
conducted employee giving campaigns.
Intel Corporation led the way, with a
record contribution of $7.2 million.

United Way of the Columbia-
Willamette President and CEO Keith
Thomajan said individual and em-
ployee giving was a factor in outpacing
last year’s total by nearly $900,000. It
is the ninth consecutive year for cam-
paign growth and puts the Portland area
chapter of United Way among the top 4
percent of United Ways in the nation,
placing 42nd out of 1,249.
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Willie Groshell of Portland-based National Association of Letter Carriers
Branch 82 and Eryn Byram of Labor’s Community Service Agency collected
six mail bins full of food at this year’s Celebration of Caring recognition
dinner for United Way of the Columbia-Willamette. The food collection was
a head start the NALC’s “Stamp Out Hunger” food drive May 12.
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| AM HONORED TO HAVE THE ENDORSEMENT OF: Orecon AFL-CIO; AFSCME;

Orecon Nurses AssociatioN; OReGoN EpucaTion AssociATION; AMERICAN FEDERATION OF
TEACHERS=OREGON; PORTLAND AssOCIATION OF TEACHERS; OREGON STATE FIRE FIGHTERS
Councit; InTernATIONAL LongsHORE AND WAREHOUSE UNion; IBEW Locat 48; Unitep
STEELWORKERS DisTRICT 12-Le6ISLATIVE AND EpucaTioN CommiTTeE; TEAMSTERS JOINT
CounciL No. 37; BrotHERHOOD OF LocOMOTIVE ENGINEERS AND TRAINMEN; ASSOCIATION
oF OREGON CORRECTIONS EmPLOYEES; OREGON STATE PoLiCE OFFICERS; OREGON COUNCIL OF
Pouice Associations; NationAL AssociaTioN OF LETTER CARRIERS BRANCH 82; AND OREGON
STATE BuiLpING & CoNsTRUCTION TRADES COUNCIL

“I am ready to hit the ground running in Salem and be a champion
for the middle class. I hope I can count on your vote in this
Democratic primary.”

- Jennifer Williamson candidate for HD 36

Paid for and authorized by Friends of Jennifer Williamson
www.jenniferfororegon.com

Quest Investment
Management

If your home is damaged by fire, water or weather, we will work with your insurance company
to repair the damage as quickly as possible. When you are a Union member, it not only makes
sense to support your fellow trades, but it also makes sense to hire a Union contractor with an
outstanding reputation to represent you. As a general contractor with more than 60 years of
restoration experience, nobody comes close to the service and expertise we bring to a loss.
CONSTRUCTION
COMPANY

2305 SE 9th Ave, Portland, OR 97214

www.fire-water-restoration.com

since 1950
ORCCB: #8587 | WA#: COOPEC*3550G
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Respond. Recover. Rebuild.

= Water extraction and structural drying

= Content packing, inventory, cleaning and storage
= Cleaning, painting and decorating

= Indoor air quality and odor removal

= Mold and hazardous material abatement

= Minor repairs or complete structural rebuilding

Cam Johnson
Jon Bettendorf
Doug Goebel

Greg Sherwood
Monte Johnson
Adrian Hamilton

®

OOPER
24-Hour Emergency Service: 503-232-3121

One SW Columbia Street, Suite 1100
Portland, Oregon 97258
503.221.0158 = www.Questlnvestment.com

Our employees are proud members of: International Union of Painters
and Allied Trades and International Brotherhood of Carpenters
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