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Y We Salute all the Working Men and Women in
Organized Labor this Labor Day 2011
Serving Washington, Oregon and Idafho

THE FIRST LABOR DAY

Two men have been credited with suggesting a holiday to honor working people in the United States —
Matthew Maguire, a machinist from Paterson, N.J., and Peter J. McGuire, a New York City carpenter who
founded the United Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners. Both men played an important part in staging
the first Labor Day parade in New York City on Sept. 5, 1882. In 1887, in accordance with the plans of the
Central Labor Council, Oregon became the first state to make Labor Day a legal holiday.

In 1884 the first Monday in September was selected to be the holiday, as originally proposed, and the
Central Labor Council urged similar organizations in other cities to follow the example of New York and
celebrate a “workingmen’s holiday” on that date. The idea spread with the growth of labor organizations,
and in 1885 Labor Day was celebrated in many individual centers of the country.

As the years went by the nation gave increasing emphasis to Labor Day. The first governmental
recognition came through municipal ordinances passed during 1885 and 1886. From them developed the
movement to secure state legislation. The first state bill was introduced into the New York Legislature, but

the first to become law was passed by Oregon on Feb. 21, 1887. During the year
four more states — Colorado, Massachusetts, New Jersey, and New York —
created the Labor Day holiday by legislative enactment. By the end of
the decade Connecticut, Nebraska, and Pennsylvania had followed
suit.

By 1894, 23 other states had adopted the holiday in honor of
workers, and on June 28 of that year Congress passed an act
making the first Monday in September of each year a legal holiday
in the District of Columbia and the territories. President Grover

Cleveland signed it into law making Labor Day a national holiday.

Have a safe and happy Labor Day

from

the Members, Executive Board
and Staff of IBEW Local 125

Labor Da
PICNI

Labor Day — Monday, Sept. 5

Every year, labor unions throughout Oregon hold Labor Day picnics.
Here is a list of picnics taking place:

BEND — Solidarity Day Picnic, *Sunday, Sept. 4, at Pioneer Park in
Bend. 12:30 p.m. — 3:30 p.m. Sponsored by the Central Oregon Central La-
bor Council. Contact Linda Bradetich at 541-350-0965 or Steve Williamsen
at 541-678-0235 for more information. * Note the date is not Labor Day.

EUGENE/SPRINGFIELD — John Lively Picnic Shelters, behind
SPLASH at 6100 Thurston Road in Springfield. Noon — 4 p.m. Please bring
a side dish. SPLASH will offer a swim rate for picnic participants that wish
to use the wave pool. Sponsored by the Lane County Central Labor Council.
Contact Cj Mann at 541-913-0056 for more information.

MEDFORD — TouVelle State Park, 8425 Table Rock Road, Central
Point. 11 a.m. — 4 p.m. Donations accepted and there is a $5 charge for
parking. Sponsored by the Southern Oregon Central Labor Council. Call
Kathy McUne at 541-664-0804 for more information.

NORTH BEND — Ferry Road Park in North Bend. 11 a.m. -3 p.m.
Sponsored by the Southwestern Oregon Central Labor Council. For more
information, call Robert Westerman at 541-756-3907 or e-mail at
ibew932 @frontier.com.

PORTLAND — Oaks Amusement Park in Southeast Portland. 10 a.m.
—5 p.m., with a brief program at 1 p.m. Scrip sells for 50 cents. Deluxe ride
bracelets are $9. The Oregon Pacific Railroad Shuttle Train will transport
people ($2 per person roundtrip) to and from Oaks Park from 8:30 a.m. to 7
p-m. Parking will be available at the Portland Opera, 211 SE Caruthers St.,
and in the vicinity of SE Ivon and 4th Street. Sponsored by the Northwest
Oregon Labor Council. Call 503-235-9444 for more information.

SALEM — Riverfront Park in Salem. 11:30 a.m. — 2:30 p.m. Sponsored
by Marion-Polk-Yamhill Central Labor Council. Cost: two food items per
person. Call Judy at 503-362-7057 for more information.

THE DALLES — Sorosis Park Shelter in The Dalles. 10 a.m. — 3 p.m.
Potluck. Sponsored by Mid-Columbia Central Labor Council. Call Walt
Denstedt at 541-298-4783 for more information.

OREGON STATE FAIR - The Oregon AFL-CIO labor booth in the
central canopy area continues to be staffed with union volunteers during
the entire two weeks of the fair, including Labor Day.

Happy Labor Day!

It 1s with utmost pride that we count ourselves among
labor unions and their members, and with appreciation
that we salute our hardworking Brothers and Sisters,
industry’s heart and backbone. Many thanks to the
Northwest Labor Press for their timely and in-depth
reporting of current events within the region’s labor unions.

IN UNION THERE
IS STRENGTH

= IUEC Local 23 -

International Union of Elevator Constructors - Portland, Oregon

http://IUECLocal23.org/
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