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PSU students help preserve
Transit Union #757’s history

Students at Portland State Univer-
sity (PSU), along with the Oregon His-
torical Society, helped Amalgamated
Transit Union Local 757 complete a
pair of oral history interviews.

Jim Kelsheimer-Sevick and Jeff
Baker, students in a Public History
class at PSU taught by Professor Bill
Lang, interviewed Local 757 retirees
Paul Headley of Eugene and Ken
Richins of Salem over a six-week pe-
riod. The Public History class offers ex-
pertise in oral history, publications,
public programs, and the uses of tech-
nology in historical projects that range
from archives to exhibits.

Additionally, Kelsheimer-Sevick
and Baker received guidance from Jim
Strassmaier, a longtime oral historian
at the Oregon Historical Society. OHS
is the repository for the interviews.
OHS currently has a collection of some
two dozen oral history interviews with
Oregon trade unionists.

Strassmaier would like to see the
complete history of organized labor in
Oregon — written and oral — on file
at the historical society.

“Some day, hopefully not too far
off, when the complete history of or-
ganized labor in Oregon will be writ-
ten, much of its truth and power will
owe a debt to the oral histories we cre-
ate,” Strassmaier said.

Following previous interviews with
early ATU leaders Gene Watson and
Mel Schoppert, Strassmaier said the
latest recordings “have widened the
perspective to include the similarly dra-
matic story of transit history in other
Oregon towns. The fullness of biogra-
phical detail in all of these accounts is
calculated to bring historians down to
the real level of individual human ex-
perience.”

Kelsheimer-Sevick and Baker, who
have no previous labor background,

conducted extensive interviews after
researching the subjects and listening
to oral histories on file at OHS, and re-
ceiving guidance from Strassmaier. To-
gether, they completed 18 hours of in-
terviews.

ATU Local 757 funds a history pro-
gram through a contribution of two
cents per member per month from their
regular union dues. The union paid the
students a stipend of $500.

“This can be a model for other
unions determined to preserve their his-
tory,” Strassmaier said.

Union leaders and members inter-
ested in learning more about how to
preserve your union’s history, or those
wishing to take part in the oral history
effort (interviewing, research, tran-
scribing), can contact Strassmaier at
503-236-1094, or by e-mail at strassj@
spiritone.com.

Toys needed for
annual Yule party

Labor’s Community Service
Agency and the Northwest Oregon La-
bor Council will hold its 14th annual
“Presents from Partners” holiday toy
drive. The annual event culminates in a
toy distribution party for underprivi-
leged children.

To participate, drop off a new, un-
wrapped toy to the Northwest Oregon
Labor Council or Labor’s Community
Service Agency between now and Dec.
17. The offices are located at 1125 SE
Madison St., Suites 110-D or 103-B,
Portland.

The Presents from Partners Holiday
Toy Party will be held at the event hall
at 1125 SE Madison on Sunday, Dec.
19, from 1 to 4 p.m.
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Know Your Rights

If you are hurt on the job,
you have the right to
choose your doctor. Your
employer cannot force
you to use a certain
doctor or facility.
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The team st SWANSON, THOMAS & COON

can help you:

Workers Compensation
Construction Injuries

Death Claims

Personal Injury/Product Liability
Social Security Disability
Occupational Disease/Mesothelioma

Call us today at 503-228— 5222

Straight answers. No cost for consultation.

SWANSON, THOMAS & COON ATTORNEYS AT LAW
820 S.W. Second Avenue, Suite 200
Portland, Oregon 97204

www.stc-law.com

Westmoreland's
Union Manor
6404 SE 23rd Ave.
Portland 97202

5032335671
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Patrick Worley
Doug Goebel

Quest
Investment
Management, Inc.

Serving Multi-Employer
Trusts for 25 Years

One SW Columbia St., Suite 1100 Portland, OR 97258
503-221-0158
www. QuestInvestment.com
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Manors Make
the Difference

Studio and One-Bedroom
Apartments

Affordable Rent includes
Utilities (EXCEPT PHONE AND CABLE)

Planned Events, Clubs, and
Activities

Ideal Locations offer easy
access to Bus Lines, Shopping,
and Entertainment

No Costly Buy-In or
Application Fees

Federal Rent Subsidies
Available (Must QUALIFY)

NORTHWEST LABOR PRESS
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Union Manor
2020 NW Northrup
Portland 97209

503-225-0677

MARsHALL UNION MANOR
pened in Januawy of 1974

LABOR LEADERS IN THE

P ORTLAND BUILDING TRADE
MOVEMENT ORGANIZED THE
UNIoN LABOR RETIREMENT
AsSSOCIATION IN 1962, WITH THE SOLE PURPOSE
OF PROVIDING HOUSING FOR THE ELDERLY.
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“ We believe that everyone earns the
right to retire, free from pressures
of earlier years. aL

Kirkland

Union Plaza
1414 Kauffman Ave.
Vancouver 98660

3606944314

Kirkland
Union Manors
3530 SE 84th Ave.

Portland 97266

503-777-8101

WWW.THEUNIONMANORS.ORG
TDD 503°771°0912
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