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Educators” Workshop on apprenticeship

NECA-IBEW Training Director Rod Belisle (left) shows Chuck Thurber, a
vocational education teacher from Forest Grove High School, how to bend
electrical conduit at the first-ever “Educators’ Workshop” held Oct. 8 at the
electricians’ training center in Northeast Portland. Eighty-five high school
teachers and career counselors from 35 schools received hands-on exposure
to the different career opportunities in the construction trades. Educators also
toured several training centers located in Northeast Portland, and each
received a ““toolbox” with information about every apprenticeship program in
the state. “There is a desire on the part of educators to learn more about what
apprenticship is, and there is a desire among apprenticeship coordinators to
reach out to students to let them know what apprenticeship is,” said John
Nelsen, workforce development coordinator at the NECA-IBEW Training
Center. For many students graduating from high school, the perception is
“college or nothing,” Nelsen said. ‘“We’re here to show that this is a serious
institution of higher learning.”
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bor and Industries (L&I) department,
except that large companies like Boe-
ing are allowed to self-insure.

“The insurance companies are look-
ing at Washington state as a tremen-
dous opportunity to make money,” says
Alex Fryer, spokesman for Vote No on
Initiative 1082. Liberty Mutual, the na-
tion’s largest workers comp insurer, do-
nated $500,000 to the campaign.

The pro-1082 campaign is using
ideological arguments about “govern-
ment monopoly” and scary claims that
workers” comp rates are high and are
killing jobs. An online “rap” video
shows Labor and Industries stuffing
money in a pocket labeled “union,” and
the pro-1082 campaign says in its Vot-
ers’ Pamphlet statement that “union
bosses” are against the initiative be-
cause “they are terrified to lose their
political and financial grip” on the
workers’ comp system. Such anti-union
venom gives a pretty good picture of
the ideology of the measure’s backers,
but is more absurd than offensive:
Washington’s union movement has no
financial ties or any direct financial
stake in Washington’s public workers’
comp system. But, it has been steadfast
in fighting attempts to erode workers’
comp, which is a benefit that Washing-
ton workers have had since 1911.

The way it’s written, I-1082 would
harm union workers in particular.
Workers’ comp premiums are currently
computed as a charge per hour worked,
since the more hours worked, the more
a worker is exposed to hazard. I-1082
would change that, instead computing

the premium as a percentage of payroll.
That would mean higher-paid (and
unionized) employees would be more
expensive to insure.

Could private insurance companies
offer workers’ comp insurance more
cheaply than the public system? Private
insurers have higher marketing, under-
writing and administrative costs, have
to pay taxes, and need to turn a profit
for shareholders and CEOs. So just to
match L&Is rates, they would need to
save money — [-1082 opponents say
— by delaying and denying claims.
Washington’s insurance commissioner
has estimated that workers comp insur-
ance rates would go up, not down, if I-
1082 passes.

“This is a wholesale remake of what
happens to workers injured on the job,”
says Fryer. “I don’t believe a special in-
terest backed initiative is the right way
to make changes to the system.”

While its top focus is defeating I-
1082, WSLC is opposing four other
ballot measures, and supporting two.
So its message to union members is,
“Two for you.” The two measures it’s
endorsing are Referral 52 and Initiative
1098.

* Referral 52 would create an esti-
mated 30,000 new construction jobs
doing energy efficiency upgrades to
public schools.

* Initiative 1098 would set up, for
the first time ever, a state income tax —
but only for the top 3 percent of in-
comes: the estimated 38,400 taxpayers
with “adjusted gross income”over
$200,000 for individuals or $400,000
for joint-filers. Income over that would
be taxed at up to 9 percent — equiva-

lent to other states — except that 97
percent of Washingtonians wouldn’t
have to pay any state income tax. The
measure would lower taxes for most
Washingtonians: State property taxes
would be reduced, and “business and
occupation” taxes on gross receipts
would be eliminated for small busi-
nesses — 81 percent of Washington
businesses will no longer pay any B&O
tax. The measure would raise an esti-
mated $2.9 billion starting 2012, while
giving $393 million in property tax re-
lief; and the net increase would fund
education and health care. Finally, in
answer to fears that the tax might later
be extended to the less-well-off, the
measure requires a public vote for any
future change to the income tax.

Measures WSLC is opposing:

* Initiative 1053, authored by peren-
nial ballot measure activist Tim Ey-
man, would require a two-thirds major-
ity for the Legislature to raise taxes
without voter approval.

e Initiatives 1100 and 1105 would
privatize and deregulate liquor sales.
All state liquor stores would be closed,
eliminating $350 million a year in rev-
enue that funds education and public
safety, and every gas station and con-
venience store that currently sells beer
could sell liquor. United Food and
Commercial Workers, in particular, has
come out against these two.

e Initiative 1107, funded by the
American Beverage Association,
would end a new sales tax on candy,
and repeal a temporary 2-cents-per-can
sales tax on soda and a temporary sales
tax on bottled water. Passage would re-
duce state revenue by $300 million.
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HAS ENDORSED THE FOLLOWING CANDIDATES AND BALLOT MEASURES
IN THE NOV. 2 WASHINGTON GENERAL ELECTION:

Serious Injury and Death Cases U.S. Senate

Patty MIURRAY

U.S. House
Denny HECK, 3rd District

Glark County
Commission - Steve STUART, District 3

County Assessor — Janet SEEINS
County Prosecutor — Tony GOLIK
County Clerk — Sherry PARKER
County Treasurer—Doug LASHER
County Sheritt-Timothy SHOTWELL

Gity of Vancouver
City Council - Bart HANSEN, Position 4

Statewide Ballot Measures to be voted Nov. 2
PAC #48 SUPPORTS:

* Referendum 52, Jobs Act of 2010 for Healthy Schools
* Initiative 1098, establish a high-earners state income tax
and reducing other taxes

PAC #48 OPPOSES:

* Initiative 1053, Tim Eyman's 2/3 supermajority require-
ment on budget issues

* Initiative 1082, privatizing workers’ comp

* Initiative 1086, repealing a temporary excise tax on beer
* Initiative 1100, privatizing state liquor stores

 Construction Injuries
* Automobile Accidents
» Medical, Dental and Legal Malpractice
» Workers’ Compensation Injuries
» Social Security Claims

State Supreme Court
Barbara VIADSEN, Position 5
Charlie WIGGINS, Position 6

BENNETT, HARTMAN,
Gourt of Appeals Judge

Jill JOHANSON

Washington House
Tim PROBST, District 17, Pos. 1
Monica STONIER, Dist. 17, Pos. 2
Dennis KAVIPE, District 18, Pos.1
Jim JACKS, District 49, Pos. 1
Jim VIOELLER, District 49, Pos. 2
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