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‘One Nation Working Together’ rally
Campaigning for good jobs with good benefits was a key theme for union
leaders speaking at the mass “One Nation Working Together” rally Oct. 2 in
Washington, D.C. The demonstration of nearly 200,000 was organized by
more than 300 groups, ranging from the AFL-CIO and Change to Win labor
federations and their affiliated unions to civil rights, womens’ rights, anti-
war, and community groups. Organizers also wanted to motivate citizens for
the midterm elections and as a reminder to politicians that workers represent
the majority in the country. Speaking to the crowd that spread from the steps
of the Lincoln Memorial to the World War II Memorial, AFL-CIO President
Richard Trumka called for: “Jobs, good jobs, jobs that support families; jobs
that give our young people paths of opportunity, not obstacles; jobs that allow
people to retire with dignity.” Trumka pointed to the forces of “greed, the
moneyed powers that put us in the economic mess we’re in today. And we’ve
got a lot of work to do to repair the damage that greed did to our country.”
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