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(Editor's Note: This list contains only a sampling of events the Labor Press has reported over
the last 110 years.) THE INDUSTRIAL REvoLUTION: This was a period of amazing growth in
America. The industrial labor force nearly tripled between 1880 and 1910 to about 8 million. La-
bor was in high demand to run new industries. The continued high population growth spurred
by immigration helped to keep the value of individual workers low as there was a ready sup-
ply of peaple to fill the positions. Workers continued to organize and resist when their way of
life and or health were threatened. 1900: U.S. Industrial Commission declares trade unions
good for democracy. 14 new international unions chartered by the AFL, 734 federal and trade
locals affiliate. Coal strike began as 112,000 miners walk off the job in Pennsylvania, the
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largest walkout in American history to that time. 8,000 registered automobiles in the U.S. 63
percent of men over 65 are still in the labor force, the average life expectancy is 49. Pensions
are extremely rare. 1901: 58,000 Machinists strike for 9-hour day. National Metal Trades As-
sociation announces “open shop” drive, establishes strikebreaking service. 1902: G.Y. Harry
of Sheet Metal Workers Local 16 is president of the Oregon Federation of Labor (OFL). Or-
ganized labor in Oregon has a political arm that plays a role in winning direct legislation (the
initiative and referendum). 1903: Women's Trade Union League organizes to aid unionization
of women. AFL charters the Teamsters Union, with Local 162 chartered in Portland. C.H. Gra-
ham elected president of OFL. Wright brothers fly their first airplane. First cross-country auto-

mobile trip takes place.1904: AFL has membership of nearly 1.7 million. 1905: Industrial
Workers of the World founded in Chicago. Supreme Court holds that a maximum hour law for
bakery workers is unconstitutional under the due process clause of the 14th Amendment.
1906: Citizens Alliance of Portland tries to “precipitate a bloody clash between white Ameri-
can workingmen and imported Asians;” which is averted “through the tact and coolness of lo-
cal officers of the Longshoremen’s Union”” Street Carmen strike Portland Street Railway Light
& Power Co. for better work conditions. Estimated 30,000 attend Labor Day celebration at The
Oaks. 1907: Willamette Iron Works fires union men and hires strikebreakers to force show-
down on open shop proposition. Federated Trades Council and Structural Building Trades Al-
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Over the years the Labor Press has
been blessed with a number of talented
and dedicated full- and part-time
staffers.

In chronological order they include
Alfred D. Cridge, Kelley Loe, Arthur
Brock, Emsie Howard, Doris Clark,
Ann Beckmann, Jean Soderberg
Miller, Buford Sommers, Frank Flori,
Bob Hulen, Gail Mason Rosebrook,
Mary Lyons (MacKillop), Amy Klare,
Debbie Sluyter, Patrick Philpott, Diane
Whitehead, and Bonnie Serino. Con-
tributors of articles and editorials have
included W.S. U’Ren, Colonel C.E.S.
Wood. Tom Scanlon, George Roe, and
Tim Nesbitt.

Current staff members are Associ-
ate Editor Don Mclntosh, and Office
Manager Cheri Rice. In addition to re-
porting, McIntosh, 40, handles the on-
line version of the newspaper, as well
as some Newsletter Plus pages for sub-
scribing locals. Rice, 56, takes care of
the Meeting Notices, classified ads, and
bookkeeping. Both came on staff in
October 1998 — on the same day. Both
are members of Office and Professional
Employees Local 11.

Doris Clark was the longest-serving
employee in the history of the Labor
Press. For 27 years — from 1955 to
1982 — she was office manager, book-
keeper, secretary, reporter, photogra-
pher, ad saleswoman, and proofreader.
She died in August 2000.

Hulen, Flori, and Sommers had
been employed at the Oregonian news-
paper before the strike in 1959, and all
three worked for the strike-born Port-
land Reporter before taking jobs at the
Labor Press. Buford’s newspaper ca-
reer extended more than four decades.
He left the Labor Press in 1971, when
Flori succeeded him. Flori departed to
edit the Oregon Teamster, from which
he is now retired. Hulen retired from
the Labor Press in 1993.

Beckmann left to edit a daily news-
paper in Washington and now works at

Seattle University in the communica-
tions department. Rosebrook, who was
on staff during the newspaper’s 75th
Diamond Jubilee, went on to become
an elected officer at Communications
Workers of America Local 7901 and
served on the Labor Press board of di-
rectors. She worked in CWA’s district
office until its closure earlier this year.
Mary Lyons, the daughter of Doris
Clark, married Ken MacKillop, then
president of United Food and Com-
mercial Workers Local 555. He retired
and the couple live in Florida.

Amy Klare, who worked in the of-
fice as a secretary, later was hired by
the Oregon AFL-CIO as research and
education director. She now serves as
director of the Civil Rights Division of
the Oregon Bureau of Labor and In-
dustries.

Serino left the Labor Press for a po-
sition in the communications depart-
ment at Willamette Falls Hospital in
Oregon City. She now lives in Arizona
and works at a transit agency in
Phoenix.

Philpott, a longtime printer and
member of Communications Workers
of America Local 7901, was instru-
mental in computerizing the Labor
Press in the late 1980s. He later edited
the Union Register, the in-house news-
paper of the Carpenters Industrial
Council and has since gone to work for
the City of Portland. Working with
Philpott, Sluyter computerized the
newspaper’s system for maintaining
subscription lists and processing its
bookkeeping and billing. She left the
Labor Press after nearly 12 years to
start her own business. She returned to
the labor movement, first working in
the office at the Northwest Oregon La-
bor Council; then as the elected execu-
tive secretary-treasurer of Office and
Professional Employees Local 11. To-
day she is employed by the Oregon Bu-
reau of Labor and Industries investigat-
ing prevailing wage complaints.

retired editor Gene Klare, office manager Debbie Sluyter, editor Michael
Gutwig, reporter/photographer Bob Hulen, and typesetter/Newsletter Plus
editor Pat Philpott.
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NW Labor Press for 110 years

of Service to the Labor Community
From the Members, Officers & Staff of

Sheet Metal Workers Local 16

Staff Officers

LEN PHILLIPS, Business Manager/FST RIC OLANDER, President
DELBERT BROWN, Business Representative =~ JOE WELTER, Vice-President
JOHN CANDIOTO, Business Representative ART HIMM, Recording Secretary
WILLY MYERS, Business Representative WILLIAM CARR, Conductor

DENNIS DOVER, Business Representative RON HERGENRADER, Warden
JOE HARRIS, Business Development Executive Board Trustees
MIKE WALDO, Dispatcher Darrell Alcorn Carrie Barber
SHARON ALLEN, Office Manager Terrance Hills Dan Carroll
NANCY HALE, Secretary Joel Hutchinson Jim Philley
ROBERTA LUNDQUIST, Secretary Charlie Johnson

Seth Kerner

David McBride

Steve Nunamaker

2379 NE 178th Avenue, Suite 16, Portland, Oregon 97230
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Happy Labor Day!
Honoring the Working Men and
Women of Oregon and Washington

William C.
EARHART

COMPANY, INC.

Administrators of
Employee Benefit Plans

P.O. Box 4148
Portland, Oregon 97208
503-282-5581
www.wcearhart.com

Main office:
3140 NE Broadway, Portland
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