. 15, 2010:NWLP 1/12/10

10:23 AM Page 6

‘Thank You Sen. Merkley’

—p—

Amendment in health insurance reform
bill levels playing field in construction

The Columbia Pacific Building and
Construction Trades Council is send-
ing a letter to Oregon U.S. Sen. Jeff
Merkley thanking him for an amend-
ment he attached to the Senate health
care reform bill that requires construc-
tion contractors with over $250,000 in
payroll or more than five workers to
provide employee health insurance or
pay a $750 penalty.

“This is a great victory for our
union contractors, as it helps level the
playing field with nonunion contrac-
tors who don’t provide health insur-
ance for their employees,” said John
Mohlis, executive secretary-treasurer
of the CPBCTC.

“We commend Sen. Merkley for
standing up to sponsor this amend-
ment,” said Lake Coulson, executive
director, government affairs of the Na-
tional Electrical Contractors Associa-
tion (NECA), in a press release. “Con-
struction employers who fail to provide
health care for their workers should not
gain a competitive advantage.”

The Senate’s initial health care re-
form bill contained a small business
exemption for companies with fewer
than 50 employees. However, the con-
struction industry is dominated by
small employers (20 employees or
less), so under that threshold up to 90
percent of contractors would have

been exempt. And because unionized
construction contractors provide
health insurance for their workers, the
exemption would have written into
law a competitive advantage for
nonunion contractors.

Merkley’s amendment was co-
sponsored by Sen. Chuck Schumer
(D-NY) and Sen. Al Franken (D-MN)
and had wide support throughout the
Senate.

The Columbia Pacific Building and
Construction Trades Council encour-
ages all construction workers to con-
tact Merkley’s office and thank him
for the amendment. In Portland, call
503-326-3386.

Daimler gets $40 million to develop fuel efficient trucks

Portland-headquartered Daimler
Trucks North America was awarded a
$40 million grant from the federal gov-
ernment to develop new technologies
aimed at improving fuel efficiency for
heavy-duty trucks.

In a conference call with Energy
Secretary Steven Chu, members of
Oregon’s congressional delegation, and
Oregon Gov. Ted Kulongoski, Sen. Jeff
Merkley said he was told 85 jobs will
be created in Portland the first year, re-
searchers, engineers, and managers
who will develop the new technologies.
and more than 400 jobs long term.

The Daimler grant is the largest of
nine awarded by the U.S. Department
of Energy. Projects were selected na-
tionwide to improve fuel efficiency for
both trucks and cars. Awardees also
committed to a 50 percent cost-share,
which means Daimler will invest $80
million in research, development and
demonstration. Total funding is more
than $187 million and includes more
than $100 million from the American
Recovery and Reinvestment Act.

Chu said the nine projects will cre-
ate over 500 jobs initially, and as many
as 6,000 jobs — many in manufactur-

ing and assembly — by 2015.

Daimler is currently in negotiations
with four unions that represent roughly
600 employees at its truck manufactur-
ing plant in Portland. Daimler had
planned to close the Swan Island facil-
ity in June, but has since changed its
mind.

The sides hope to have a tentative
agreement by Feb. 1.

“I believe Daimler has every inten-
tion of staying in Oregon and growing,”
said Kulongoski, who recently met
with top Daimler officials in Germany.

Labor Union Hearing Instrument Benefits Offered

According to The Better Hearing

Institute, the #1 reason for hearing loss
today is...NOISE EXPOSURE. In most cases it
only takes 8 total hours of damaging noise
exposure to cause hearing loss.

Willoughby Hearing Aid Centers was
founded in 1949 in Oregon.

Willoughby Hearing wants union
members to know we support America
first. In fact, we work exclusively with the
ONLY major manufacturer that is American
Owned & Operated.

Willoughby has special programs just for
union members that provide exclusive
price discounts, unlimited service and
complete warranty coverage for up to

3 years.
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Willoughby's licensed hearing
professionals conduct comprehensive
hearing evaluations at no charge (or
obligations) to union members and their
families. If you or a loved one are
challenged by hearing loss, please contact
us to schedule an appointment for a free
comprehensive evaluation with no
obligation. Make sure to mention your
Union affiliation when you call.

Call 1-877-W-I-L-L-H-E-A-R or
visit www.willhear.com for locations
nearest you.

Willoughby

Hearing Aid Centers (i

Trusted Since 1949
CELEBRATING ' Stee>mee

&)/

NORTHWEST LABOR PRESS

BARGAIN COUNTER

Free classified ads to subscribers

DEADLINE: Friday prior to publication
Published 1st and 3rd Fridays

Now accepting e-mails

Send to: Michael492 @comecast.net
Mail to: NWLP, PO Box 13150, Portland OR 97213

(Please include union affiliation)

* 15-20 words * No commercial or business ads ¢ 1 ad per issue
* All lower case (NO CAPITAL LETTERS, FLEASE) ¢

Ads MUST include area code or they will not be published

AUTOMOTIVE

‘07 CHEV IMPALA LT, red, power every-
thing, exc cond, sporty, roomy, great gas
mileage, 47k miles, $9,900. 503-250-1148
‘98 CHEVY VAN, 1 ton 3500 auto,
cd/am/fm $1,395. 503-665-9297

‘88 CHEV SUB 4x4 3/4, $1,950. 503 209-
5267 (David)

‘95 CHEV 1/2 T PU w/canopy, tires 85%,
74k mil, $2,950; ‘68 Honda Trail 90, good
condition, $1,200. 503 625-6864

4 GOODYEAR WRANGER P275/65/R18
tires, excellent condition, only 9k miles,
$400. 503 287-6482

HousING

LINCOLN CITY vacation rental, 3 br, 2 ba,
$90/night, sleeps 8. 503-804-7976
ROCKAWAY ocean front, 503-777-5076,
http://home.comcast.net/~rockaway.beach
5 bdrms, 2 ba, best rental on the coast!
ROCKAWAY BEACH house, 3 bd, 2 bath,
sleeps 10, Jacuzzi tub, all amenities. 1
503 355-2136, 503 709-6018

WANTED

MOTORCYCLES, running or not, cash
paid for bikes, parts etc. 503-880-8183

OLD WOODWORKING Tools, Planes,
Levels, Chisels, Handsaws, Slicks, Adzes,
Wrenches, Folding Rulers, Old Leather
Tools, Tool Chests. 503-659-0009
COLLECTOR PAYS cash for older toys,
oil paintings, art pottery and unique items.
503 653-1506

US, GERMAN, JAPANESE military col-
lectibles, helmets, uniforms, swords, bay-
onets, etc. 503 852-6791

SPORTING GOODS

TAURUS JUDGE revolver, 45 long
Colt/410 shotgun, blued/3” chamber, new
in box, $495 OBO. 541 575-0120
KIMBER ECLIPSE Custom Il .45 acp un-
fired NIB, $935; Remington LT-20 special
20 gauge model 1100, unfired, NIB, $595.
503 593-9242

8’ CAVEMAN CAMPER, licensed through
April, $200. 541-544-2030

MISCELLANEOQUS

WALKER, new with seat, basket, and
hand brakes, collapsible, $100. 503-669-
5324

FIREWOOD 6” round fir pieces, 50-60 Ib
boxes, $6, free delivery, Sam. 503-935-
1648

HUGE DOG HOUSE, well built, 50” high
by 44” wide by 62" long inside, $150. 503-
287-7622

UTILITY TRAILER, 9 x 6, 8-lug elec brk
axle, new chassis, lights, 2” hitch, jack,
steel bed w/tailgate $1,050 503-829-9374
MILLER BIG D 4 welder/generator,
Perkins 4-cyl, diesel on double axle
w/gang boxes and bottle rack. 503-382-
9533

MOD COMPUTER DESK wi/glass top,
keyboard tray, attached side shelves, 43"W
x 30"H, $20. 503-288-6602 x116

BIRD CAGES/PLAY STATIONS, all sizes,
look new, prices? 360-750-0287

14K HD TRAILER, 3 axles, 2 w/brakes,
deck, 16 X 8, $2,200. 503-706-1329
COMEALONG 3000 Ib w/10’ of extra
chain, $200 (make offer). 503-643-6897
(Dale)

3-WHEEL RALLY electric cart, needs bat-
teries, $250. 503-761-1133

FoRr THE HOME

MATTRESS SET, king deluxe, 10” mem-
ory foam, 4 sheet sets, mattress pad,
$375 OBO. 503-766-3277

LOVE SEAT/TWIN SLEEPER pullout,
$300; large storage ottoman, $200; camel
colored fabric, exc cond. 503-669-5324

Broadway Floral
for the BEST flowers call
503-288-5537
1638 NE Broadway, Portland

Zacha
Zabinsky

* Social Security
e SSI - Disability Claims

Personal Attention To Every Case

Working For Disability Rights

NO FEE WITHOUT RECOVERY
621 SW Morrison, Portland

Since 1983

503-223-8517
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