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Kathi Schneider (left) opens a gift from Machinists District Lodge 24 offi

ce

staff co-workers Helen Ng, Rochelle Conrad, and Angela Sass at her
retirement party Nov. 30. Schneider has worked for the Machinists for nearly

41 years.

After 40+ years, Schneider says
goodbye to Machinists Union

Forty-one years is a long time for
anything. Yet, over that period of time
Kathi Schneider has worked for the
same union organization ... inside the
exact same building ... since 1969.

“I think my car could drive itself to
work,” Schneider says of her daily com-
mute from Gresham to inner Southeast
Portland, where Machinists District
Lodge 24 is located.

Not any longer. Schneider retired
Nov. 30. The title she retired under was
administrative assistant, but she’s held
just about every office position at the
union — from general secretary to
bookkeeper to chief of staff. She also
was instrumental in helping the Ma-
chinists establish a research department
and benefits office.

“T've always thought of myself as a
secretary,” said Schneider, who is a 40-
year member of Office and Professional
Employee Local 11.

“Although Kathi has a formal title
to her job, it doesn’t begin to describe
what she has done for our union,” said
Directing Business Representative
Bob Petroff, one of five DBRs that
she has worked for. (Bob Kennedy,
Gary Will, George Miller, and Dave
Plant were the others.)

Along the way she has made many
lifelong friends, including her “best
friend” — and husband — retired Ma-
chinist Dick Schneider.

After graduating from Western
Business University in February
1969, Kathi Hintze was hired to work
in the office at Machinists Lodge
1005 by then-Secretary-Treasurer
Ralph Kaufman. The office was at
3645 SE 32nd Ave., just off Powell
Blvd.

It wasn’t until July of 1974 that the
Machinists created a full-service dis-
trict representing all locals in Oregon
and Southwest Washington. The Dis-
trict Lodge was headquartered at the
32nd Avenue address and Schneider
was hired as the first bookkeeper.

It was at the District Lodge that
she met and later married Dick
Schneider. At the time, he was a busi-
ness rep for Lodge 63. He later was
hired to work for the Machinists
Grand Lodge. Together they have five
children and 13 grandkids.

Only 59, Kathi Schneider actually
wasn’t quite ready to retire, but up-
coming changes to the Western States
Pension Plan forced her (and several
other longtime Local 11 members) to
leave early or lose a significant
amount of their pension.

“The difference for me was about
a 40 percent reduction if I worked till
I was 60,” Schneider said.

A reception was held for her Nov.
30 at the union hall. She said she had
no trouble finding the building.
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* Social Security
e SSI- Disability Claims

Personal Attention To Every Case
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Working For Disability Rights

NO FEE WITHOUT RECOVERY
621 SW Morrison, Portland

503-223-8517
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Westmoreland's

Labor Union Hearing Instrument Benefits Offered

According to The Better Hearing

Institute, the #1 reason for hearing loss
today is...NOISE EXPOSURE. In most cases it
only takes 8 total hours of damaging noise
exposure to cause hearing loss.

Willoughby Hearing Aid Centers was
founded in 1949 in Oregon.

Willoughby Hearing wants union
members to know we support America
first. In fact, we work exclusively with the
ONLY major manufacturer that is American
Owned & Operated.

Willoughby has special programs just for
union members that provide exclusive
price discounts, unlimited service and
complete warranty coverage for up to

3 years.

Marshall
Union Manor Union Manor
6404 SE 23rd Ave.

Portland 97202
503°233°5671

Portland 97209
5032250677

Manors Make
the Difference

Studio and One-Bedroom
Apartments

* Affordable Rent includes
Utilities (EXCEPT PHONE AND CABLE)

* Planned Events, Clubs, and
Activities

* Ildeal Locations offer easy
access to Bus Lines, Shopping,
and Entertainment

* No Costly Buy-In or
Application Fees

* Federal Rent Subsidies
Available (Must QuALIFY)

NORTHWEST LABOR PRESS
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2020 NW Northrup

Willoughby'’s licensed hearing
professionals conduct comprehensive
hearing evaluations at no charge (or
obligations) to union members and their
families. If you or a loved one are
challenged by hearing loss, please contact
us to schedule an appointment for a free
comprehensive evaluation with no
obligation. Make sure to mention your
Union affiliation when you call.

Call 1-877-W-I-L-L-H-E-A-R or
visit www.willhear.com for locations
nearest you.

Willoughby

Hearing Aid Centers ((‘

Trusted Since 1949
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MARsHALL UNION MANOR
perced in Jarueay of 1974

LABOR LEADERS IN THE
PORTLAND BUILDING TRADE
MOVEMENT ORGANIZED THE
UNION LABOR RETIREMENT
ASSOCIATION IN 1962, WITH THE SOLE PURPOSE
OF PROVIDING HOUSING FOR THE ELDERLY.

L e e

“ We believe that everyone earns the
right to retire, free from pressures

of earlier years. ak

Kirkland

Union Plaza
1414 Kauffman Ave.
Vancouver 98660

360:694-4314

Kirkland
Union Manors
3530 SE 84th Ave.

Portland 97266

5037778101

WWW.THEUNIONMANORS.ORG
TDD 503°771-0912
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