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that went further. A treaty signed in
Marrakesh, Morocco in 1994 commit-
ted to reducing all “non-tariff” barriers
to trade; expanded the scope to agricul-
ture, services, capital investment, and
so-called “intellectual property;” and
created the WTO as an enforcement
and dispute resolution mechanism. Sig-
natory nations are supposed to treat all
other WTO members the same; that
means, for one thing, that a country
can’t restrict trade with countries that
abuse workers rights or the environ-
ment.

But not all interests are equal at the
WTO, said AFL-CIO trade policy ex-
pert Thea Lee: The bias is toward the
interests of multinational corporations.

“The labor movement’s view,” Lee
said, “is that to the extent that we will
continue to be in a global economy, we
need to make sure the rules of that
global economy are taking care of
working people and the environment,
not just corporate profits.”

In 1999, labor leaders and environ-
mental and community activists
learned the WTO would hold a summit
at the Washington State Convention
Center in downtown Seattle. They be-
gan putting resources into a response.

For months leading up to the meet-
ing, they made extraordinary efforts to
educate people about the WTO, and
reached out to other groups to coordi-
nate a week of protests.

Organized labor focused on a rally
and march on Tuesday, Nov. 30, 1999
— Day One of the meeting. Seven staff
organizers assigned by the national
AFL-CIO worked for two months to
prepare. The International Longshore
and Warehouse Union (ILWU) re-
solved to shut down Washington ports
for the day so members could take part.
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10 Years Later

Other unions paid lost wages so mem-
bers could get off work to attend. The
Machinists Union committed to turn
out 900 members to serve as parade
marshals. United Steelworkers sched-
uled an annual conference to take place
in Seattle just prior to the WTO meet-
ing, reserving 500 hotel rooms. The In-
ternational Confederation of Free
Trade Unions scheduled its annual
meeting in Seattle as well, drawing
unionists from more than 100 coun-

‘But not all interests
are equal at the
WTO ... the bias is
toward the interests
of multinational
corporations’

tries. Each local labor council in Wash-
ington organized three to 10 busloads,
and labor councils in Colorado, Mon-
tana, and British Columbia organized
bus and car caravans. The Oregon
AFL-CIO chartered and filled a 350-
seat Amtrak train, while other Oregon
labor organizations accounted for 15
more buses.

Meanwhile, environmental activists
and anti-sweatshop groups in the Seat-
tle area and on college campuses
throughout the Pacific Northwest pre-
pared for early-morning street block-
ades intended to prevent delegates from
getting to the meeting.

On Nov. 30, all that preparation bore
fruit. In the early morning, 15,000
mostly-student demonstrators achieved

what few had thought possible: halting
the WTO meeting by preventing dele-
gates from getting to the convention
center. Using physical barriers and
“lock-down” tactics borrowed from
anti-logging protests, they held inter-
sections even when police used pepper
spray and physical force. Meanwhile,
20,000 people, mostly labor unionists,
attended a union rally in Memorial Sta-
dium, and then were joined by another
15,000 in “feeder marches” in a per-
mitted march to downtown. But as
marchers neared the convention center,
they found the streets full of people.
The procession ground to a crawl, and
split into at least three streams, some
mingling with the protesters blocking
intersections.

Steve Hughes, today a union rep at
Oregon AFSCME Council 75, was
then part of a group of The Evergreen
State College students occupying an in-
tersection near the convention center.
Police had been menacing the group all
morning. Fatigue was setting in and
spirits were sagging, when all of a sud-
den, a group of guys in hard hats be-
hind an Iron Workers banner showed
up and stayed to reinforce the intersec-
tion.

“The WTO was one of those mo-
ments where there was a crack in the
facade and we got a taste of our power,”
Hughes says. “It was a vision of how
different groups could work together
and how our causes are interrelated.”

The presence of tens of thousands of
unionists and their families now meant
it would be politically disastrous for
police to keep trying to clear intersec-
tions with force and chemical agents.
By mid-afternoon, with delegates still
unable to get in, WTO leaders can-
celled the day’s session.
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My name is Nita. | worked for

medical coverage for 2 more

During my 19 years with Fred

going to find another job with

Terminated without a Prior Warning

NITA SENDS YOU THIS MESSAGE:

for over 19 years. | am 70 years old. On June 29, 2009 | was
called into my store director’s office and told that | had
handed a customer back their check in the amount of $12.30
and was being terminated for this. | told my store director
“You know I'm raising my granddaughter.” He told me it was
out of his hands, it's a corporate policy. | asked him about
my medical coverage and he responded that | only had

(Kroger owned] Fred Meyer

To learn more about other
victims of this corporate policy
visit us at...
Www.yourgroceryworkers.com

UFCW
LOCAL 1431

days.

Meyer | was a very dependable

employee, received great reviews and had no other discipli-
nary issues. | had built relationships with customers and
coworkers and considered Fred Meyer my family. | worked
hard for my job and loved it. Fred Meyer never gave me a
penny. | worked hard for every penny | earned. How am |

these wages and benefits?

KROGER OWNED
FRED MEYER
JUST WRONG!

More stories to come...
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Free classified ads to subscribers

DEADLINE: Friday prior to publication
Published 1st and 3rd Fridays

Now accepting e-mails

Send to: Michael492 @comecast.net
Mail to: NWLP, PO Box 13150, Portland OR 97213

(Please include union affiliation)

* 15-20 words * No commercial or business ads ¢ 1 ad per issue
* All lower case (NO CAPITAL LETTERS, FLEASE) ¢

Ads MUST include area code or they will not be published

AUTOMOTIVE

'07 FORD RANGER, white auto, 2WD,
new tires, excellent condition, all service
records, $9,950, obo. 503-680-9563

’00 BUICK LE SABRE limited, 178k miles,
fully loaded, good road car, exceptional
gas mileage, $4,925, obo. 360 254-0368
STUDDED SNOW tires, P225/75R15, al-
most new on Chev rims, $60. 503-643-
6897

'92 CADILLAC SEDAN DEVILLE,
Grandma’s car, 58k, leather interior, fully
loaded, $4,000. 503 223-3501

HousING

LINCOLN CITY BEACHHOUSE, nice 2
level for rent, furnished 2bd/2ba, view from
deck, $795/mo + dep. Dan 971-340-9690
ROCKAWAY BEACH house, 3 bd, 2 bath,
sleeps 10, Jacuzzi tub, all amenities. 1
503-355-2136, 503-709-6018

LINCOLN CITY beach house, 3 bed, 2
bath, sleeps 8, 2 blks to casino, 2 blks to
beach, $90 per night. 503-804-7976

WANTED

COLLECTOR pays cash for silver coins.
503-806-6287

MOTORCYCLES AND VWs, running or
not, cash paid. 503-880-8183

OLD WOODWORKING tools, planes, lev-
els, chisels, handsaws, slicks, adzes,
wrenches, folding rulers, leather tools,
tool chests. 503-659-0009

COLLECTOR PAYS cash for older toys,
oil paintings, art pottery and unique items.
503-653-1506

RUGER .22 cal revolver, Winchester
model 92 rifle. 503-593-9242

SPORTING GOODS

50 CAL. AMMO cans, $10 each or will
trade for military items. 503-852-6791
MEN'’S SKI package, skis, poles, boots,
nice cond, $25. 360-687-2644

TRAVEL TRAILER, 2004 Keystone
Sprinter, 29.9 ft, 12 ft popout, $12,000
obo. 503-554-5690

RELOADING DIES for 7x57 .30 Luger,
6MM Rem. $15 per set; extra capacity
magazine extension for 870 Rem. 12 ga.
$25. 503-658-6108

MISCELLANEOQUS

HUGHES DIRECTWAY internet satellite
dish w/receiver modem, tripod mount, all
manuals, works great, $500. 503-625-
2701

LADDERS, OSHA-approved, heavy duty,
6ft. $30; 7ft. $40; 8ft. wooden ladder $30,
Gresham. 503-663-6028

STACKING RETAINING WALL from Mu-
tual Materials, 32 sq ft, 90mm, Cascade
blend Celtik Wall, $400. 503-292-0121
FIREWOOD seasoned 6" round fir
pieces, 50-60 Ib boxes $6, free delivery.
Sam 503-935-1648

RASCAL MOTORIZED hoveround chair
with all attachments, $1,700; also EZ-lift
chair, $300. Wally, 503-939-1467
BENCH GRINDER, 1/2 HP, 3450 rpm,
heavy duty 6” ball bearing grinder on black
iron steel stand, $75. 503-761-7422
NAUTICA DOWN ski jacket, water proof,
reversible, worn twice, like new, $85 cash.
503-654-7941

USED CORRUGATED galvanized roof-
ing, 10-12-16 ft lengths, $3 per sheet. 503-
625-6864

STEEL BED frame, adjustable from 20" to
39" wide, $40. 503-753-1714

MEN’S BOOTS TUK motorcycle style,
TUK Il Gladiator #m3095, men’s 8M,
never worn, retail $100+, $60. 503-568-
6159

RETIRED PLUMBER cleaning garage,
selling 1/4 to 1” new and used fittings,
brass compression, copper & plastic,
make offer. 1 503-965-6073

WALKER, Cruiser deluxe, 4 wheel, seat
attachment, hand brakes, as new. $125.
503-669-5324

FoRr THE HOME

LOVE SEAT/TWIN SLEEPER pullout, &
storage ottoman, camel colored fabric, ex-
cellent condition $500. 503 669-5324

Zacha
Zabinsky

* Social Security
e SSI - Disability Claims

Personal Attention To Every Case

Working For Disability Rights

NO FEE WITHOUT RECOVERY
621 SW Morrison, Portland

503-223-8517

Since 1983
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