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Labor activists foil plans for a Portland
stop on national anti-union bus tour

It’s not clear what effect a cam-
paign of anti-union TV ads is having
on public opinion. But in Oregon,
the ads appear to have made many
pro-union workers hopping mad.
When local labor activists heard
about an anti-union campaign bus
headed for a stop outside a union
workplace, Oregon Iron Works, they
sprang into action.

Two buses were touring the coun-
try as part of the VoteForBusiness
Bandwagon, a project of the U.S.
Chamber of Commerce. One bus set
out from Atlanta Aug. 12 with about
a dozen publicity stops scheduled in
a circular route that ended in Denver
outside the Democratic National
Convention. A second bus starting in
Washington, D.C., Aug. 15 was
headed for the Republican National
Convention in Minneapolis as of
press time.

At each stop, Chamber of Com-
merce staff register people to vote
and promote the chamber’s political
agenda. That agenda includes ratify-
ing NAFTA-style trade agreements
with Colombia and Korea, heading
off a proposal to increase tariffs on
Chinese goods, and making it easier
for companies to drill for oil off the
U.S. coast.

The chamber’s highest political
priority, however, is stopping the
Employee Free Choice Act — a bill
in Congress that would beef up
penalties for violations of workers

rights and make it easier for workers
to unionize and get a first union con-
tract. The U.S. Chamber of Com-
merce, far and away the chief oppo-
nent of minimum wage laws and
other worker protections, professes
to be concerned that the Employee
Free Choice Act will cause workers
to lose their right to a “secret ballot”
union election, since it would require
employers to recognize a union if a
majority of workers sign cards re-
questing it.

The Denver-bound bus arrived in
Oregon Aug. 22 with two stops
planned for the Portland area —
nonunion Miles Fiberglass & Com-
posites in Happy Valley, and Oregon
Iron Works in Clackamas, where
workers belong to Iron Workers
Shopmen’s Local 516.

The Oregon AFL-CIO learned
about it a day before, and assigned
Kevin Card to organize union sup-
porters to greet the bus with fliers
supporting the Employee Free
Choice Act. Card is a union letter
carrier who has taken a leave from
work to help with the Oregon AFL-
CIO during the political season. Card
said the response was overwhelming.

“We’ve done such a good job
talking to our members about the
Employee Free Choice Act that
when they found out the Chamber of
Commerce had put together a bus to
spread more lies, everybody wanted
to be there,” Card said.

When word of the event got to
Iron Workers Local 516 president
Mike Lappier, he wanted to know
why Oregon Iron Works, which has
good relations with the union and
with pro-union Democratic politi-
cians, would host such an event. A
phone call later, Lappier learned that
company sales and marketing direc-
tor Tom Hickman had been de-
ceived: The event had been sold as a
“Democratic” bus headed for the
convention and registering voters
along the way. Hickman promptly
nixed the event.

That was probably for the best,
Lappier said.

“Our members would probably
have rolled the bus over if they’d
started in on any of that anti-union
stuff,” Lappier said.

But Card wanted to confront the
bus staff, and put out an “all points
bulletin” of sorts, calling on union-
ists to scout other likely spots the bus
might choose. International Brother-
hood of Electrical Workers Local 48
members and staff were ready to go.
Local 48 staff organizer Brian Trueb-
Bresee headed over to Precision
Castparts, and to his surprise spotted
the brightly painted VoteForBusiness
bus, heading north on I-205. In cell
phone contact with Card, Trueb-Bre-
see followed the bus all the way to
Corbett as it headed out of town on I-
84 on its way to its next stop,
Billings, Montana.
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Now accepting e-mails

Send to: Michael492 @comecast.net
Mail to: NWLP, PO Box 13150, Portland OR 97213

(Please include union affiliation)

* 15-20 words * No commercial or business ads * 1 ad per issue
* All lower case (NO CAPITAL LETTERS, PLEASE) ¢

Ads MUST include area code or they will not be published

Automotive

'94 FORD PROBE, front end damage,
great parts car, $350. 503 632-8295
JEEP SOFT Tops, complete (1)-00-05
never opened, Wrangler, (1)-07, 4 door
Wrangler, $500 each. 503 625-0972

’07 RAIDER CANOPY, fits Ford super-
duty long box, cab hi, front drop down
slider, like new, $695. 541 367-4651

68 — 69 PONTIAC 350 HEADS REBUILT,
$100; B16, Volvo head rebuilt, #403805,
$100. 503 630-4177

'95 MERCURY COUGAR, new tires,
brakes, wheel alignment, auto, power
everything, JBL stereo, leather, 131k miles,
20-25 MPG, $2,700 OBO. 503 703-4709
’91 4X2 RED PICKUP TRUCK,very good
condition, needs new motor, $700 cash.
503 667-5147

Housing

ROCKAWAY BEACH house, 3 bed, 2
bath, sleeps 10, great amenities, minutes
to beach or shops. 503 355-2136 or 503
709-6018

FISH, HUNT, ride ATV’s, 2 bed, 1 bath on
lake, Wasco County, $112k. 541 544-3499
380 ACRES, can be divided, hayfield, pas-
ture, juniper trees, asking $380,000, terms.
541-468-2961 (Spray, Oregon)

UNION HOUSE looking for clean and
sober brothers to share housing, 353 SE
Baseline, Hillsboro. Don 503-875-4977

Wanted

OLD WOODWORKING Tools, Planes,
Levels, Chisels, Handsaws, Slicks, Adzes,
Wrenches, Folding Rulers, Old Leather
Tools, Tool Chests. 503-659-0009

LOG CROSS cut timber saws, log saw
handles & hardware, anything logging,
woodworking hand tools. 503 819-3736
CASH FOR older toys and older American
art pottery. 503 653-1506

S & W .22 pistol, also home defense
firearm. 503 593-9242

For the Home

SOFA, COFFEE and 2 end tables, match-
ing, $150; decorator gold metal D. bed

GREAT
SELECTION

K ‘, of Work Boots &
Carhartt

Y5 Years
In Business!

Workwear
8878 NE Sandy Blud, + Portland

503.253.7098

frame, $95. 503 380-0478

FREE KENMORE washing machine,
works. 503 649-4665 or 503 649-2959
HOB NAIL BEDSPREAD from the 50s,
never used, gorgeous bright yellow, with
yellow fringe, $40. 503 771 4543

Sporting Goods

19’ SUNBIRD V6, OMC, Bowrider trailer,
$2995. 503 252-4151

HARLEY DAVIDSON Fatboy Firefighter
Special, 110 miles, $17,000. 503 730-7856
COMPOUND BOW, Browning Cobra x,
60 Ib. draw, 38" string length, good condi-
tion, $75. 360-213-9540

Miscellaneous

6 CASE POP machine, takes cans or bot-
tles, $500. 503 693-0694

CONCRETE CINDER blocks, split face
and regular, 50 of each, $1 each. 503 625-
2701

ELECTRIC MOTOR mixer, 2hp, towable
hitch, great cond. 503 774-1780

Broadway Floral
for the BEST flowers call
503-288-5537
1638 NE Broadway, Portland

BUY UNION

SIGNS

BANNERS ¢ DECALS

MARKON SIGNS

SINCE 1977
360-695-5368 * 800-695-5368

markon@unions-america.com
markonsigns.com
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215 SE 9th Ave, Portland Oregon
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