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Special Recognition
to Workers Everywhere

Happy Labor Day!

OREGON STATE BUILDING AND
CONSTRUCTION TRADES COUNCIL

503-691-0632

BOB SHIPRACK

20210 S.W. Teton

Tualatin, OR 97062

The Pacific Northwest Iron

Workers District Council
and

Affiliated Local Unions

IronWorkers Local 14, Spokane,WA.

IronWorkers Local 29, Portland,OR.

IronWorkers Local 86, Seattle,WA.

IronWorkers Local 751,Anchorage,AK.

IronWorkers Local 506, Seattle,WA.

IronWorkers Local 516, Portland,OR.

We Honor All theWorking Men andWomen on Labor Day.

We wish the working families of Oregon

andWashington a very special Labor Day.

The Hard-Working
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Laborers Local 483
Salute our Union Brothers and Sisters
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WASHINGTON,D.C.—TheBush
Administration is trying to push
through a measure that would severely
weaken the regulation of workplace ex-
posures to dangerous chemicals.
The rule change calls for “re-exam-

ining how to determine risks posed by
workplace toxic exposure.”
The Washington Post reported that

Labor Secretary Elaine Chao’s intention
to push for the rule first surfaced on July
7, when the White House Office of
Management and Budget (OMB)
posted on its Web site that it was re-
viewing the proposal, identified only by
its nine-word title.
David Michaels, a workplace safety

professor at George Washington Uni-
versity’s School of Public Health, said,
“This is a guarantee to keep any more
worker safety regulation from ever
coming out ... This is being done in se-
crecy, to be sprung before President
Bush leaves office, to cripple the next
Administration.”
Among other changes, the proposed

rule reportedly would create additional
public notice and review by Labor De-
partment political appointees before the
Occupational Safety and Health Ad-
ministration does any risk assessments
that lead to limits on exposure to chem-
icals or toxins in the workplace.
The current assumption that workers

serve for 45 years, and thus would be
exposed to compounds such as asbestos
or lead for 45 years, is also being revis-

ited, the Post reported.
Some industry groups consider the

current policy for establishing exposure
limits overly stringent and have sought
changes.
The fast-track approach has brought

criticism from workplace-safety advo-
cates, unions and Democrats in Con-
gress.
Rep. GeorgeMiller (D-Calif.), chair-

man of the House Education and Labor
Committee, said: “The fact that the De-
partment of Labor seems to be engaged
in secret rulemaking makes me highly
suspicious that some high-level politi-
cal appointees are up to no good. This
Congress will not stand for the gutting
of health and safety protections as the
Bush Administration heads out the
door.”

BushAdministration seeking to
weaken workplace toxin rules
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