
By MICHAEL FUNKE
Special Correspondent

BEND — Bend Area Transit (BAT)
workers, members of Amalgamated
Transit Union Local 757, voted 27-0
April 20 to reject a “cheap” wage offer
from Paratransit Services, the out-of-
state contractor that runs this Central
Oregon city’s public transit system.

Paratransit’s “best and final offer” of
a $1 an hour increase amounted to a
three-year wage freeze, with no im-
provements in health insurance, vaca-
tions, or other benefits, union officials
said.

BAT workers, who drive and dis-
patch fixed route and dial-a-ride buses,
currently start at $11 an hour and
haven’t seen a pay raise in five years.

BAT workers average 45 percent
less than unionized city employees in
wages and benefits, and about 40 per-
cent less than unionized school bus
drivers employed by the Bend-LaPine
School District.

Although the city is facing budget
problems — and is proposing cuts in
public transit service — it recently ne-
gotiated a 3 percent wage increase with
city employees, and will raise the an-
nual salary of Transit Manager Heather
Ornelas by over $5,400 to $78,749.

Full-time BAT workers earn less
than $23,000 a year — and many of
them rely on food stamps and other
public assistance to take care of their
families.

Paratransit’s meager wage offer
came as over 60 public transit riders,
BAT workers and union supporters ral-
lied outside Bend City Hall against tran-
sit cuts and for workers’ rights.

Tom Chamberlain, president of the

Oregon AFL-CIO, recalled for the
crowd a rally held last May when work-
ers celebrated the formation of the
union.

“I predicted back then that the Ore-
gon labor movement would stand with
you and that Paratransit would try to
bully and demoralize workers rather
than settle a contract,” he said. “But to-
day, brothers and sisters, I predict a
change is going to come.  ATU will win
a contract for BAT workers.”

The city needs to “get on the bus,”
said ATU Local 757 President Jon
Hunt, instead of cutting services and
continuing the wage disparity while
Paratransit ships Bend tax dollars to its
Bremerton, Washington, headquarters.
“Don’t cut services, take the money out
of Paratransit’s profits,” Hunt said.

“We are really fighting these service
cuts,” shop steward Bill Groesz said.

“But BAT workers have been living
with cuts for a long time. They keep
telling us to wait. The time to wait is
over. Stop the cuts and raise the wages.”

BAT workers hope that Paratransit
Services will return to bargaining soon.
The union is prepared to take a strike
vote if they refuse to bargain.

Local 757 members have joined
BAT riders and supporters to fight the
service cuts. Union members have also
expressed support for a November bal-
lot measure to create a new tax district
to fund public transit. Paratransit Ser-
vices will likely be terminated if a new
transit district is approved by voters.

Bend’s Public Transit Advisory
Committee will hold a public hearing
on the service cuts from 2 to 3:30 p.m.,
Wednesday, May 7, at the Deschutes
County Building, 1300 NW Wall Street,
Bend.

PAGE 14 NORTHWEST LABOR PRESS MAY 2, 2008

Automotive
‘95 CHEV 1/2 T. PICKUP, V6, auto, low
miles, new tires, $4,300; ‘78 Chev 3/4 T.
pickup, V8, auto, 4wd, $4,000. 503 625-
6864
‘01 CHEV BLAZER, 4 dr, 4 wd, $4,900.
541 401-1333
STOCK 6 BOLT Mag wheels and tires
from 2002 Chev Tahoe P265/70R17,
$250. 360 694-7012.
‘03 FORD RANGER, 4wd, XLT, 5spd
w/custom Gemtop, 4 extra studded tires,
44k, $12,500. 503 695-5519
‘89 FORD ECONOLINE 350 cube van,
doors, hood, grille, bumpers, $10 each,
you pull. 503 630-4177

Housing
ROCKAWAY BEACH house, 3 bed, 2
bath, sleeps 9, great amenities, minutes to
beach. 503 355-2136 or 503 709-6018 
380 ACRES, FIELDS, pasture land, ju-
niper trees, $1000 per acre, terms. 541
468-2961
ROCKAWAY BEACH vacation home, 3
bed, sleeps 8, beachfront, all amenities,
$175/nite. 503 842-9607
FISH/HUNT 2 bed, 1 bath mobile home
w/garage on Lake Rock Creek Reservoir,
112k. 541 544-2030

Wanted
CASH FOR  old oil paintings. 503 653-
1506
CROSS CUT log saws, slicks, double bit
axes, blacksmith hammers, planes, wood-
working hand tools. 503 819-3736
MILITARY COLLECTIBLES, uniforms, hel-
mets, swords, flags, rifles, pistols, Etc. US,
German or Japanese. 503 852-6791
JUNK CARS, removal of unwanted cars
and pickups. 503 314 8600
MOTORCYCLES running or not and mu-
sical instruments. Cash paid. 503 880-
8183
CASH FOR OLD woodworking tools,
planes, levels, handsaws, chisels, slicks,

adzes, leather tools, shaves, chests. 503-
659-0009

For the Home
DOUBLE BED, maple complete w/box
springs, mattress, sheets, pillows, pillow-
cases and comforter, $400. 503 632-6831
‘95 FRIDGIDAIR SXS refr/freezer, 25
cu.ft., ice, water indoor, almond, looks,
works, great, $250 OBO. 503 668-3334

Sporting Goods
LTR/1000 Trails campground membership,
Oregon & Washington locations, $1,950
OBO 503 252-1514
CAMPER, 11-foot Weekender, excellent,
best offer, 503-232-3685

Miscellaneous 
HALLET DAVIS upright piano, mahogany,
newer keys, tuned, includes bench, $550.
503 829-8116
PORTABLE ROCK chucker press, new
carbon 9mm dies, bass, bullets, dial indi-
cator and extras, $250. 503 771-0000
2 CIGAR HUMIDORS 50 ct $45; 500 ct,
$350, new never used. 503 913-5843
WOOD LATHE chisels, unused, in case,
quality tools, paid $235, sell $125. 503
678-1696
VACUUM PUMP and related refrigeration
equipment. 503 708-2719
PORTLAND MEMORIAL, double niche
,Washington East H T5N1, 1 urn. 503 760
4853

HEMORRHOIDS
We specialize in the non-surgical treatment of hemorrhoids. For over 40

years people throughout the region have turned to the Sandy Blvd.Clinic for

fast and effective relief. For more information, FREE consultation and/or a

FREE informative booklet call:

(503) 232-7609
THE SANDY BLVD. RECTAL

CLINIC PORTLAND
Steven G. Cranford, DC, ND

FORMERLY THE BEAL-OLIVER CLINIC
CHIROPRACTIC/NATUROPATHIC PHYSICIANS
2026 NE SANDY BLVD., PORTLAND, OR 97232

The Non-Surgical Treatment

Write or call for
a FREE

information
booklet and/or a

FREE
consultation.

Insurance
accepted/pre
authorization

required.
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Bend transit workers vote 27-0
to reject ‘cheap’ wage offer

ATU Local 757 member Bill Groesz, a shop steward at Bend Area Transit,
speaks at a rally April 20 in Bend opposing cuts in public transit service.
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sively male can be a culture shock.
Ashbrook said the apprenticeship

programs are mostly on board reaching
out to women, so Oregon Tradeswomen
may need to shift its focus to the con-
tractors. 

“One organization doing these things
is not going to make enough difference,”
Ashbrook said. “We need the industry
to do more of this work themselves.”

Oregon Tradeswomen has outreach
efforts to as many as 900 schools in Ore-
gon, and runs an after-school program
and a summer camp for girls. Six times
a year, the group offers a free seven-
week pre-apprenticeship class. Its
biggest project is its annual Women in
Trades Career Fair, which draws 1,500
girls and women to take part in work-
shops, meet with employers and re-
cruiters, and find out what it takes to get
into the trades. This year, the fair started
May 1 and runs through May 3, at the
NECA/IBEW Electrical Training Cen-
ter, 16021 NE Airport Way, Portland.

...Ashbrook
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