Republicans, Big Business in uproar
over cuts to union oversight agency

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Repub-
licans and Big Business leaders are in
an uproar over a vote by U.S. House
Democrats not to restore a small cut in
funding to the Office of Labor-Man-
agement Standards.

OLMS is a division of the U.S. De-
partment of Labor. It was set up under
the 1959 Landrum-Griffin Act and is
charged with monitoring financial dis-
closures by unions. Under the anti-
union Bush Administration, OLMS
has seen its funding increased by 33
percent and its staffing increased from
290 full time employees to 406 —
while other agencies within the De-
partment of Labor have had their
budgets and staffing slashed.

Since 2001, OLMS has adopted
new reporting rules that have required
unions to spend millions of dollars in
new software. The national AFL-CIO
says union officials also have been
forced to spend time plowing through
reporting requirements that track the
smallest of expenditures (including the
purchase of paperclips), leaving them
less time to serve current members and
to assist prospective new members in
organizing.

In his appropriations budget for the
Labor, Health and Human Services
and Education departments, Bush pro-
posed a 14.6 percent increase — to
$56.9 million in 2008.

The House bill version reduced
OLMS funding to $45.7 million from
$47.8 million.

An attempt by Republicans to re-
store $2 million to OLMS’ budget was
defeated 186-237 on a mostly party-
line vote, touching off the uproar.

In Vancouver, Wash., the Colum-
bian newspaper on July 24 attacked
Third District Congressman Brian
Baird for his vote not to restore the
funding. (All of Oregon’s congres-
sional Democrats voted the same as
Baird.)

Following the talking points of Re-
publicans, Big Business and the Na-
tional Right-to-Work Committee, the
newspaper derided Baird and the De-

Broadway Floral
for the BEST flowers call

503-288-5537
1638 NE Broadway, Portland

GREAT
SELECTION

Che k| of Work Boots &

2
] H 5 VEARS
i pﬂce il m[lBusmsss!

Hank’s Boots & Workwear
8878 NE Sandy Blud. + Portland

503.253.7098

PAGE 10

mocrats for targeting OLMS and “pro-
tecting unions.”

“If fiscal concern is crucial, why
was OLMS targeted by House De-
mocrats as the sole division in the De-
partment of Labor that will face fund-
ing cuts?” the newspaper asked.

The Columbian made no mention
that Democratic lawmakers approved
increases in funding for all the other
investigative offices within the Depart-
ment of Labor .

During debate on the amendment
on July 17, House Appropriations
Committee Chairman David Obey (D-
Wis.) said “(OLMS) has been doing
very well while other portions of the
Labor Department that are supposed to
focus on protecting workers have, in
fact, been starved.”

Obey said the Wage and Hour Divi-
sion, which is supposed to enforce
protection for workers on minimum
wage, overtime and child labor laws,
will have seen its staffing drop by over
12 percent since 2001, and the staff
level at the Office of Federal Contract
Compliance, which protects workers
from unfair employment practices by
federal contractors, will have dropped
by 23 percent.

In his defense, Baird told the
Columbian newspaper: “I'm 100 per-
cent for investigating union corruption,

but it would be a more balanced ap-
proach if the Bush Administration had
shown this strong a commitment to in-
vestigating abuse of workers and pro-
tecting workers’ rights here and
abroad.”

Later, in a second attempt to restore
funding to OLMS, U.S. Rep. John
Kline (R-Minn.) offered an amend-
ment to cut $3 million from the U.S.
contribution (via the Department of
Labor) to the International Labour Or-
ganization for its campaigns against
child labor and workers’ rights abuses.
That move died, too.

John Edwards will
speak at Oregon
AFI-CIO convention

Democratic presidential candi-
date John Edwards will be the
keynote speaker at this year’s Ore-
gon AFL-CIO convention.

The convention will be held in
Seaside Oct. 7-10.

Edwards has been confirmed to
speak on Tuesday, July 9, Oregon
AFL-CIO President Tom Chamber-
lain told the NW Labor Press.

Vancouver non-profit that helps homeless
seeks union sponsors for upcoming event

VANCOUVER — Share House, an
organization that serves the homeless
and hungry in Clark County, is looking
for union locals to sponsor a benefit
basketball tournament this summer.

Hoops on the River is a 3-on-3 bas-
ketball tournament slated Aug. 18-19
at Vancouver Landing, located down-
town along the Columbia River. Reg-
istration is expected to reach 200 teams
and drawing over 1,500 spectators.

Share, founded in 1977, operates

four shelters for single men, single
women and families. It provides meals
for the homeless and low-income in
the greater Vancouver area, and pro-
vides street outreach and case manage-
ment programs for the homeless.

The basketball tournament sponsor-
ships start at $200.

For more information, call Pam
Tower-Penrose, development director,
360-695-7658 or go to www.sharevan-
couver.org.
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* No commercial or business ads

* 1 ad per issue

o Type or print legibly

Classified ads MUST include area code on all phone numbers or they will
not be published

Automotive

’95 JEEP GRAND Cherokee Laredo, 6 cyl,
auto, black w/gray interior, well maintained,
$4,200 OBO. 503 668-3334

72 FORD F100 pickup, 302, cid, 2 wd, AT,
long bed, runs, good shape, $850. 503
930-7519

’70 MAIL JEEP, project or parts, good en-
gine, $400 or reasonable offer. 503 630-
2301

CLASS 3 HIDDEN hitch for '94 S10, really
nice, $50; Jeep '84-'87 transfer case, $25.
503 657-7058

TOW BAR by Tow Master, collapsible unit,
$150. 503 761-1133

SUV CARGO caddy, mid-size, 38" x 33" x
10", like new, $150 OBO. 503 504-6689
‘69 GMC 1 ton flatbed, 270 cu in 6 cyl, 4
spd, 18”dual wheels, $1,250. 503 557-
7555

COBRA CB 140 GTL, 40 channel,
AM/S.S.B. matched w/150 watt amp,
$175.503 658-6108

Housing

ROCKAWAY BEACH house, 3 bed, 2
bath, sleeps 9, $125 for 4, $5 each xtra
person, great amenities, minutes to beach.
503 355-2136 or 503 709-6018

Wanted

OLD WOODWORKING tools, planes, lev-
els, chisels, folding rulers, handsaws,
slicks, adzes, leather tools, chests. 503
659-0009

JUNK CARS, removal of unwanted cars
and pickups. 503 314-8600
MOTORCYCLES, RUNNING or not, also
musical instruments, cash paid. 503 880-
8183

CASH PAID for any older toys, older oil
paintings, any older costume jewelry. 503
653-1506

For the Home

FUTON, HARDWOOD frame, mattress,
cover, excellent, $150. 360 571-4546

Sporting Goods

2003 CUSTOM HARLEY, all new, 88
miles, flat black, special graphics, $13,500

OBO. 503 257-7390 (leave message)
FREE 26’ CAMP trailer, dual axle. 503
630-2301

MARLIN MODEL 410 lever action 410
shotgun, NIB condition, w/box, rare, $895.
503 366-0218

’04 SUZUKI SAVAGE motorcycle, 50 mpg,
650 cc, regular gas, 6,000 miles, ride the
diamond lane, $3,500. 503 621-3090
INDUSTRIAL STRENGTH bench press
bench; heavy duty exercise bar and col-
lars; two 60 Ib plates, smaller plates. 503
656-6679 (Harold)

HUNTING RIFLES and shotguns, down
sizing, trap shotguns. 360 225-5108

84 COACHMAN TRAVEL trailer, 26°,
shower, toilet, bed, stove, dinette, ready for
summer, $3,300. 503 806-3907

TOP FLITE LH golf clubs, pw thru 7 res-
cue club, steel, R-shaft, $75. 503-669-
5324

Miscellaneous

GRACO SUPER Nova paint sprayer, new
pump/tipsffilter, 100’ hose, $375. 503 760-
2345

GOING OUT of bicycle business, lots of
parts, take all or none, $50. 503 666-4870
RIVERVIEW ABBEY dbl niche in Madrona
Corridor $2,800 value, sell $1,950. 503
491-5181

GUITAR/TAYLOR 710-CE cutaway elec-
tric w/hardshell case, dual under saddle
pickup and mic, Fishman, $1,500. 503
695-5124

AKC GERMAN Shepards, (3), black, 4 mo
old, all shots, basic training, $1,000 each.
360 891-8420 (Eric)

UTILITY TRAILER, HD, 8 lug, elec brakes,
steel box, haul 2 cords/yds rock, $1,150.
503 829-9374

FINE CHINA, 116 pc, beautiful soft pat-
tern, protective vinyl zipped cases, $100;
“Tuscany” dishes, $75 OBO. 360 574-0318
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