In lame-duck session

Congress passes anti-worker trade law

WASHINGTON, D.C. — As one of
its last acts before adjourning, the Re-
publican-controlled 109th Congress
passed a detailed trade law in its lame-
duck post-election session — one day
after it was introduced.

The 213-page bill, sponsored by
Rep. Bill Thomas (R-Calif.), covers
trade and tariff policy with dozens of na-
tions. It was approved Dec. 8 by the
House in a 212-184 vote, then added as
an amendment to an even larger tax and
health care bill that had passed the Sen-
ate by unanimous consent Dec. 7 .

The AFL-CIO opposed the bill be-
cause of several provisions, including
one which granted “permanent normal
trade relations” to Vietnam. With little
time to spare, AFL-CIO legislative di-
rector Bill Samuel sent a letter to mem-
bers of Congress urging a “no” vote.

“Our trade relations with Vietnam
should remain governed by existing
agreements until Vietnam takes mean-
ingful steps to bring practice and law re-
garding workers’ rights into compliance
with international standards,” Samuel
wrote.

The bill exempts Vietnam from a
1974 requirement that communist coun-
tries undergo an annual human rights re-
view before trade with the United States
can be approved.

It also eliminates import tariffs on
over 500 products, including industrial
metals and chemicals, aircraft parts,
electric pencil sharpeners, coffee mak-
ers and juicers, camera lenses, footwear
... the list goes on for 100 pages.

The bill changes U.S. trade policy
with Haiti, allowing companies to im-
port into the United States tariff-free
clothing assembled in Haiti that is made
with fabric from third countries. Previ-
ously, tariff-free imports from Haiti had
to be made with U.S.-manufactured fab-
ric.

And it extends low tariffs to imports
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from four South American countries —
Peru, Colombia, Ecuador and Bolivia
— if trade agreements with those coun-
tries are ratified within six months.
Ecuador and Bolivia aren’t currently ne-
gotiating any such trade agreement,
while deals reached in 2006 with Peru
and Colombia are strongly opposed by
U.S. unions. All four countries are con-
sidered to have poor records of protect-
ing workers’ rights.

Both political parties split over the
bill, with a slight majority of Democrats
voting no, and three-fifths of Republi-
cans voting yes.

Southwest Washington Congress-
man Brian Baird (D) voted for the bill,
as did Oregon’s Darlene Hooley (D) and

Greg Walden (R). Voting against it were
Oregon Congressmen David Wu (D)
and Peter DeFazio (D); Earl Blume-
nauer (D) didn’t cast a vote.

Many of the issues addressed by the
bill are important to U.S. workers and
domestic producers, said Thea Lee,
chief international economist at the na-
tional AFL-CIO, but the bill was passed
without debate or serious consideration.

“It was a typical Bill Thomas ma-
neuver to try to cram a whole bunch of
things into a bill and try to rush it though
without giving members of Congress
time to look at it,” Lee said.

Thomas, who headed the Ways and
Means Committee, did not seek re-elec-
tion in 2006.

Oregon AFL-CIO joins
Manufacturing 21 group

The Oregon AFL-CIO Executive
Board on Dec. 14 approved joining the
Manufacturing 21 Coalition, a business-
based organization trying to recruit more
workers to the industrial sector. The
group, which includes union shops such
as Boeing Co., Freightliner and Cascade
General, says a looming worker short-
age will leave their businesses unable to
fill jobs with skilled workers.

“We have a lot of common interests,”
said Barbara Byrd, secretary-treasurer of
the state labor federation. “It’s good that
we will be at the table to discuss those
interests.”

The Manufacturing 21 Coalition was
formed several years ago because of a
growing difficulty finding skilled work-
ers. A spokesman said over the next 10
years Oregon is expected to lose 50,000
to 60,000 skilled workers to retirement
— the vast majority of them from the
Portland metropolitan area.
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The state’s manufacturing industry
supplies about 208,000 jobs to the econ-
omy — the fourth-highest number of
jobs in the state behind trade, govern-
ment and education.

Byrd wants to see a push to recruit
more high school graduates into manu-
facturing and other skilled blue-collar
jobs.

One of the Manufacturing 21 Coali-
tion’s objectives is to educate school
counselors on the opportunities for train-
ing and family-wage jobs in manufac-
turing. Its primary goal, however, is to
create a Center for Manufacturing and
Infrastructure Engineering. The $25 mil-
lion center would be a shared facility to
educate and train workers for careers in
industrial manufacturing. Funds for the
building would come from the coali-
tion’s private-sector members, govern-
ment, and private grants and economic
development money.
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Automotive

'87 MERCURY COUGAR, 6 cyl, 185k
miles, $500 OBO. 360 909-8513

'89 DODGE DANA 70 rear end, $400;
Carlisle 10 ply 7.50 x 16 trailer tire, like new,
$30. 361 779-0982 (text cell #)

65-66 CHEV GM back glass, mint, $75; 40-
80 Chev & Chevelle parts and literature,
NOS. 503 590-4026

Housing

ROCKAWAY BEACH house, Jacuzzi tub,
pet friendly, 3 bd. 503 355-2136 or 503 709-
6018

MANUFACTURED HOME 3 bed, 2 bath,
fenced yard, family park, big kitchen, Ore-
gon City, $39,950. 503 775-7808

Wanted

OLD WOODWORKING tools, planes, lev-
els, chisels, folding rulers, handsaws, spoke
shaves, slicks, adzes, tool chests. 503 659-
0009

PRIVATE INDIVIDUAL seeking unaltered
military rifles; S&W or colt revolvers; Glock
or SiG pistols, cash paid. 503 539-0288
OLD COIN slot machine, pin ball machine,
reasonable. 360 256-7810

CASH FOR old oil paintings, toys and art
pottery. 503 653-1506

WANTED FURNACE oil, will pump. 503
252-4151

CHEV 3/4 KING cab pickup, have '88 Sub-
urban to trade, can add cash. 503 253-4397

For the Home

BEDROOM SET, double size bed, blond
color, dresser and chest of drawers, $200.
503 286-1912

CHINA —-CARTHAGE by Noritake, 88
pieces, ex cond, $750 firm. 503 310-6848
FREE MAGIC Chef clothes dryer, works
good, about 15 years old. 503 657-8379 or
503 473-4289

Sporting Goods

VOY ELECTRIC bike, cherry red, road

ready, has trunk, used less than 1 mile,
$400 OBO. 503 982-1509

3-WHEEL BIKE, basket in rear, 4 sp
Schwinn, $100. 503 762-3280

‘04 KAZUMA 50, 4 wheeler, electric start,
low hours, great condition, $550. 503 556-
1450

HEAD RADIAL racing skis, 205 cm, c/w Ty-
rolia 490 bindings, ex cond, $180. 360 882-
0216

Miscellaneous

VARIAC 120 VAC input, output, 1-150 VAC
& 0-200 VDC 10A, $85.503 658-6108
UTILITY TRAILER, very HD, 3-ton cap,
electric brakes, steel bed, 6 x 9, $1,100.
503 829-9374 Eves.

FIRE POT for soldering irons, cast iron,
$95. 360 737-1930

BRITTANY PUPS, AKC, 2 males, shots
and wormed, tails and dew claws docked,
$250 each. 503 769-6160

ANTIQUE TELEPHONE cookie jar, $75;
heavy glass cake plate w/lid, $45. 503 648-
4694 leave message.

COUCH, TWO big chairs, leather, green,
like new, $1,000; organ, $100; firewood,
$100.503 771-8823

APOLLO PRINTER, good cond, $20. 503
244-4734

NEW SPA cover, brown, square, 96” x 96”,
$275 OBO. 360 256-4036
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