..Ballots are safe in Oregon
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work for a Voter Protection operation
in Oregon. Gacek came away confi-
dent that the state will be free of prob-
lems on Election Day. Still, the Oregon
AFL-CIO, the group Our Oregon and a
group called the Rural Organizing Pro-
ject are helping recruit and train elec-
tion observers. Local union members
also are expected to step forward as
volunteers.

“The New York Times” reported
that votes in about half of the 45 most
competitive congressional races — in-
cluding contests in Florida, Georgia
and Indiana — will be cast on elec-
tronic machines that provide no inde-
pendent means of verification. Such
machines have fanned concerns that
they may be subject to computer hack-
ing or fraud, and are creating doubt
about election outcomes.

Oregon, on the other hand, uses a
vote-by-mail system. Vote-by-mail al-
lows for a paper trail, which makes a
recount possible if questions or chal-
lenges arise. County elections depart-
ments in Oregon use an optical scanner
machine to count ballots, and observers
are allowed at each stage of the mailing
and handling. In Multnomah County, a
permanent staff of 15 (including 12
members of AFSCME Local 88) main-
tain the records of 395,000 registered

voters, and oversee a large staff of
trained temps during each election.

Some Republican campaigners in
Oregon have alleged that illegal immi-
grants may be casting ballots, in viola-
tion of U.S. law.

“My response is, ‘Give us a name,””
says Multnomah County Elections Di-
vision Director John Kaufman.

Kaufman says no evidence whatso-
ever has been presented to elections of-
ficials. Oregon doesn’t require voters to
prove citizenship to register, but
would-be voters risk five years in
prison if they falsely swear they are eli-
gible. As of Jan. 1, 2006, federal law
requires that new registrants, in order
to be able to vote for federal candi-
dates, provide documentation — either
a state-issued ID or drivers license, or a
Social Security number.

Oregon AFL-CIO President Tom
Chamberlain said there’s some concern
that naturalized citizens may be intimi-
dated from voting, along the lines of a
case last month in Orange County,
Calif. where voters with a Hispanic
surname received a letter saying they
could be jailed or deported for voting.
To guard against that kind of misinfor-
mation, the Oregon AFL-CIO placed
ads in small papers with high Latino
readership with information about
voter rights.

“The bottom line is, regardless of

what your last name is, if you’re a citi-
zen, you have the right to vote,” Cham-
berlain said.

Another concern sometimes raised
about the vote-by-mail system has
been the possibility that unscrupulous
individuals could fill out the ballots of
others. But Kaufman says that would
likely be deterred by elections workers’
practice of checking all signatures
against those on the registration card.

Multnomah County has an elabo-
rate system that enables workers to
quickly verify signatures against a
scanned image of the signature. Work-
ers are trained by a signature expert
who formerly worked in the Oregon
State Police forensics lab. Voter rolls
are kept up-to-date with information
from death certificates and DMV
records, while registrants who fail to
vote in two consecutive federal elec-
tions are mailed a card they must return
to remain on the rolls. Each ballot must
be returned in a secrecy envelope in-
side another envelope that is printed
with a unique bar code and the voter’s
name and address. Once delivered by
the post office, ballots are kept in a
locked location in the elections office,
which is guarded by security.

“No system is perfect,” said the
AFL-CIO’s Gacek, “but my personal
view is that Oregon’s is a good sys-

2

tem.

THE UNION PLUS® MORTGAGE PROGRAM
Provided Exclusively by Chase Home Finance

CHASE ©

When it comes to mortgages, we're
taking a stand for Union members.

Chase is backing union members with the Union Plus”® Mortgage Program — a home
purchase and refinancing program exclusively for union members, their parents and children.

» FREE Mortgage Assistance Benefit
If you are unemployed or disabled.
* A wide variety of mortgages
Choose from fixed-rate, adjustable-rate, and low- or no-closing costs options.
* Special Lending
First-time homebuyer and less-than-perfect credit programs.
 Savings on closing costs
Member-only savings on new purchases and refinance.

It all adds up to more home-buying power.
Contact your local Union Plus ~ Mortgage Specialist

866-729-6016 Ext. 3016

%% Home Finance. This offer may not be combined with any other promotional offer or rebate, is not transferable, and is available to bona fide members of participating
unions. For down payments of less than 20%, mortgage insurance (M) is required and MI charges apply. All loans are subject to credit and property approval. Program
terms and conditions are subject to change without notice. Not all products are available in all states or for all loan amounts. Other restrictions and limitations apply.
©2005 JPMorgan Chase & Co. All Rights Reserved. P-UP 104 2A-7604 10/05

Union
=xPlus’

1= Union Plus is a registered trademark of Union Privilege. Eligibility for mortgage assistance begins one year after closing on a Union Plus Mortgage through Chase
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DEADLINE: Friday prior to publication
Published 1st and 3rd Fridays
Send to:
NW Labor Press, PO Box 13150,
Portland, OB 97213

BARGAINCOUNTER

Free ads to subscribers

* 15 waords or less

* Include address label from front
page and telephone numhber

* Sorry, we cannot accept ads over
the telephone

* No commercial or business ads

* 1 ad per issue

* Type or print legibly

Classified ads MUST include area code on all phone numbers or they will
not be published

Automotive

TWO STUDDED tires, 245-65R-17, about 400
miles, $150; 4 studded tires on Subaru rims,
P185-70R-14, $100. 360 256-7810

‘91 CHINOOK CONCOURSE, 18 plus MH, com-
pletely self-contained, plus all RV hook-ups, like
new, $17,950. 503 246-4144

‘92 TAURUS WAGON, 99k, 3.8 V6, AC, June 08
tags, clean, $1,500. 503 292-6406

‘94 CHEV 2500, 4x4, Silverado, black, 350, AT,
AC, 99, tow package, $5,500. 503 762-1336
‘68 CHEVY CAMARO SS, black, big block, posi
rear-end, straight body, no rust, $18,000. 503
630-7668

STUDDED TIRES, 2 P225/75R15 used once,
like new, $30 OBO. 503 257-7390

Housing

LINCOLN CITY, nice 2-level beach house,
sleeps 6, $350/wk, $175/wkend. 503 351-1408
or 503 762-4816

OREGON COASTAL living, Tillamook, 1088 sq
ft, 2 bed, garage, 1/3 acre, generous paved drive-
way, $169,000. 503 442-1892

BIG ISLAND adventure, 2 bed, 1.5 baths, sleeps
6, all amenities, quiet area, www.hawaiivol-
canovacations.com, 1-800-709-0907

BRAND NEW house, 3 bed, 2.5 bath, granite
counters, hardwood, tile bath, custom cabinets,
no expenses spared, $310,000. 503 762-4189
ROCKAWAY BEACH vacation home, 3 bed,
sleeps 8, beachfront, all amenities, $160 nite.
503 842-9607

REFURBISHED TRI-LEVEL, 3 bed, 2 bath, fam-
ily room, dbl gar, 3824 SE 154th, $269,900. 503
491-5181

PINE HOLLOW reservoir, 2.5 acres w/older dou-
ble wide mobile home, $150, 000 OBO. 503 653-
8816

Wanted

OLD WOODWORKING tools, planes, levels,
chisels, folding rulers, handsaws, spoke shaves,
slicks, adzes, tool chests. 503 659-0009

JUNK CARS, removal of unwanted cars and
trucks. 503 314-8600

OLD MILITARY rifles, older Smith & Wesson or
Colt revolvers, cash paid. 503 539-0288
RESTORER WANTS logs saws, log saw han-
dles/hardware, broad/double bit axes, hardhats.
503 819-3736

DODGE DART, 1968-1969, dead, broken, parts,
GTS Hood, project or driver, etc. 360 896-0156

IRS PROBLEMS?

*Haven't filed for...years?
* Lost records?
¢ Liens-Levies-Garnishments?
*Fees are affordable
* Appointments available
evenings & weekends
* Working with union members
for over 20 years

Call Nancy D. Anderson

Enrolled Agent/Tax Practitioner

503-697-7757
N\ 4

For the Home

BURGLAR GUARDS for windows, 2 of 2'w, 2 6'
w, all 3’ h, all w/adjustable mounts, light weight
channel construction w/spear point bars and
decorative scrolls, $20 and $50 each. 503 281-
0181

COUCH/LOVESEAT, both have 2 recliners, 3
years old, ex cond, $600. 503 256-9781

WOOD CRIB, white w/mattress, rarely used, like
new condition, $75 OBO. 503 754-6691
MAYTAG NEPTUNE front load washer/gas
dryer, ex shape, $400. 360 883-3331

Sporting Goods

9.5hp JOHNSON older outboard motor w/ 2 gas
tanks, ex shape, $150.503 621-3090

‘84 STARCRAFT TENT trailer, 14’, sleeps 4,
good cond, stove, sink, weight 750#, $900. 503
788-5728

LIFETIME BASKETBALL hoop, curbside, $55.
503 625-6538

‘88 YAMAHA GOLF cart, side curtains, nice,
$2,500; utility trailer, $650. 503 231-1208 (Mike)
‘55 EVINRUDE OUTBOARD motor, 3 hp, $55.
503 253-3330

12 GAGE PUMP, 32", full C Browning ptn, $185.
503 774-0181

Miscellaneous

GOATS, 2 NUBIAN, boer/wethers for meat,
brush, pet, $100 each or $175/both. 360 577-
6660

2 EVERGREEN MEMORIAL garden lots, 2 con-
crete vaults, 1 44” bronze marker, $4,500 value,
asking $3,000. 360 695-5036

CUTTING TORCH w/cart, dial indicators, all
types of millwright tools. 360 887-8684
DEERING “GOODTIME” banjo, case, strings,
capo, instruction book w/CD, $250. 503 239-
5122 Kerry

GOLDEN GATE keg taps, $40. 503 287-7622
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I LEGAL PROBLEMS?? ]

For $16 a month
coverage includes:

+ Unlimited toll-free phone
consultation with attorneys.

« A comprehensive will with
yearly updates is included.

« Representation for traffic tickets,
accidents, criminal, and civil suits.

« Coverage on IRS tax audits.
« Divorce, child custody, bank-
ruptcy and many more benefits.*

THESE LEGAL SERVICES
ARE PROVIDED BY THE
VERY BEST LAW FIRMS

IN OREGON & WASHINGTON.
* Some services not 100% covered
For more
information,

call 503-760-2456

or toll-free at
(888) 252-7930

Www.prepaidlegal.com/info/randa.llnix
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