
The BULL (business,
union and legislative
leaders) Session Invita-
tional Charity Events
has selected Tim Gau-
thier, executive manager
of the National Electri-
cal Contractors Associa-
tion (NECA) Oregon-
Columbia Chapter,  as
the organization’s new
president.

“Tim is the perfect
choice to help lead our or-
ganization,” said BULL Session co-
founder Jim Moss. “His leadership
and dedication to helping the commu-
nity, along with his longtime involve-
ment in the BULL Session, makes him
a perfect fit for this role.”

NECA and Electrical Workers Lo-
cal 48 have been title sponsors of the
event for 14 years. The BULL Session
holds an annual golf tournament and
dinner/auction to raise money to bene-
fit nine Oregon-based children’s chari-
ties. In the 15 years since its inception,

the BULL Session has
raised nearly $2.4 mil-
lion.

Gauthier has served
on the BULL Session
tournament committee
for more than a decade.
He will continue as ex-
ecutive manager of the
local NECA chapter, a
post he has held for 24
years.
“NECA-IBEW Local

48’s support of the BULL
Session stems from our roots in this
community. For more than a century,
NECA contractors and IBEW electri-
cians have helped build Portland,” said
Gauthier. “But, our commitment to our
community isn’t just in providing
quality electrical work. We’re dedi-
cated to improving our community. I
hope that as BULL Session’s presi-
dent, I'll be able to help us touch even
more lives in a positive way.”

In addition to Gauthier,  BULL
Session board members are Jim Moss,

Doug McQuown, Tom Goodhue, Bob
Shiprack, Jerry Bruce, John Mohlis,
Mark Holliday, Wally Mehrens and
Ross Vroman. Ed Ellis has been se-
lected this year’s tournament director.
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Gradine Storms
Real Estate Broker

7886 SE 13th Ave.
Portland, Oregon 97202

Branch: 503-233-8883
Direct: 503-495-4932

E-Mail: gstorms@equitygroup.com

www.equitygroup.com/gstorms Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

BENNETT HARTMAN

MORRIS & KAPLAN, LLP

Attorneys at Law

Representing Unions and Workers Since 1960

SERIOUS INJURY AND DEATH CASES

• CONSTRUCTION INJURIES

• AUTOMOBILE ACCIDENTS

• MEDICAL, DENTAL AND LEGAL MALPRACTICE

• UNSAFE PRODUCTS

• BICYCLE AND MOTORCYCLE ACCIDENTS

• PEDESTRIAN ACCIDENTS

• PREMISES LIABILITY (INJURIES ON PROPERTY)

• WORKERS’ COMPENSATION INJURIES

111 SW Fifth Avenue, Suite 1650,

Portland, Oregon 97204

503 227-4600

www.bennetthartman.com

(Our Legal Staff are Proud Members of UFCW Local 555)

Protecting Union Members’ Smiles and Wallets
Quality, Affordable Family Dental Care:
• General, cosmetic, and specialty care 

• Orthodontics (braces) 

• Most insurance and union plans accepted 

• Easy credit and low monthly payments, O.A.C. 

• Evening and Saturday appointments 

• Children Welcome

Ask About:

We know the value of a beautiful smile!

Bright Now! 
Dental Network Dentists
– serving unions 
for over 25 years

www.brightnow.com

Bright Now! Dental
Grants Pass
1021 NE 6th St.
Grants Pass, OR 97526
541-479-6696
An Bongmin, D.D.S.
John Christopher, D.D.S.
Northwest Dental 
Associates, P.C.

Bright Now! Dental
443 NW Burnside Road
Gresham, OR 97030
503-492-8487
Vicki Reichlein, D.M.D.
Chung-Jay Park, D.D.S.
Chau Ngo, D.D.S., M.S.
Northwest Dental
Associates, P.C.

Bright Now! Dental
25700 SW Argyle Ave.
Wilsonville, OR 97070
503-682-8552
Grace Park, D.M.D. 
Linh Tran, D.M.D. 
Christi Huynh, D.M.D.
Nathan Halstead, D.D.S., M.S.
Marco Gutierrez, D.D.S
Northwest Dental
Associates, P.C.

Bright Now! Dental
4052 S. 6th St.
Klamath Falls, OR 97603
541-883-7706
Mo Biria, D.M.D. 
Northwest Dental 
Associates, P.C.

Bright Now! Dental
17186 SE
McLoughlin Blvd.
Milwaukie, OR 97267
503-659-2525
Trang Nguyen, D.M.D. 
Linh Tran, D.M.D. 
Katherine Farrell, D.M.D. 
Adam Ho, P.C.

Bright Now! Dental
3580 SE 82nd Ave.
Portland, OR 97266
503-777-0761
Allen Tam, D.M.D.
Nathan Halstead, D.D.S., M.S.
Khoa Hoang, D.M.D.
Adam Ho, D.D.S., P.C.

Bright Now! Dental
831 Lancaster Mall Dr. NE
Salem, OR 97301
503-362-8359
Ian Phan, D.M.D. 
Anthony Simon, D.M.D. 
Brian Kallus, D.M.D.
Northwest Dental 
Associates, P.C.

Bright Now! Dental
Salmon Creek 
2101 NE 129th St. 
Vancouver, WA 98686 
360-574-4574
Clinton Harrell, D.M.D. 
Peter Vu, D.M.D. 
Chau Ngo, D.D.S., M.S. 
Phong Bui, D.M.D. 
Stirewalt, P.C. 

Bright Now! Dental
Fishers Landing 
3250 SE 164th Ave. 
Vancouver, WA 98683 
360-891-1999
Monica Calderon, D.M.D. 
Peter Vu, D.M.D. 
Stirewalt, P.C.

NECA boss takes BULL Session by the horns

Last month, Wendy Holmes, a first-year apprentice
at United Brotherhood of Carpenters Local 247,
learned the meaning of her union’s middle name.

Holmes, 44, had wanted a career where she could
make a decent living, and came to the Carpenters after
being recruited by Oregon Tradeswomen Inc.

“I knew the union was there to make sure you got
fair wages,” Holmes said, “but I never realized just
how family-oriented it is.”

In February, Holmes’ husband found himself un-
able to work his warehouse job due to back pain. Doc-
tors determined he had a herniated disk, and she, too,
lost work caring for him while they waited for sur-
gery. Insurance would cover the medical costs, but not
the lost wages.

Holmes, in the habit of attending her union meet-
ings, was advised by fellow member John Svob to tell
her story to the members at the March meeting;
maybe they could do something. She panicked when
the time came, so Svob spoke for her.

Local 247 has a custom of giving grants in the
amount of $247 to help community groups or mem-
bers in need. It’s the principle of “charity begins at

home” — the union, a family of workers, takes care of
its own. 

Members passed the hat for Holmes, raised $106,
and voted for the union to kick in the remainder to
make it $247.

The next day, emotional with gratitude, Holmes
decided to use the money to pay her $15 monthly
union dues, and was surprised to discover a fellow
member had anonymously paid them up for a year. 

“It’s wonderful to be a part of an organization like
that,” Holmes said. “I’m really proud to be part of Lo-
cal 247.”

Carpenter
apprentice learns

meaning of ‘union’
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