
Barbara Byrd, a member of the
American Federation of Teachers Local
2277, was appointed secretary-treasurer
of the Oregon AFL-CIO. She will fill
the unexpired term of Brad Witt, who
was declared ineligible due to the dis-
affiliation of his union, United Food and
Commercial Workers Local 555.

Byrd was elected by acclamation at
the March 10 quarterly meeting of the
Oregon AFL-CIO Executive Board.
She is the first woman to ever hold that
post in Oregon.

Later in the day, the labor federa-
tion’s Committee on Political Education
(COPE) issued several endorsements
for the May primary.

Byrd is the the senior instructor and
Portland center coordinator for the La-
bor Education and Research Center of
the University of Oregon. She also con-
tracts with the national AFL-CIO and
state labor federation doing training and
developing curricula on organizational
and workforce development issues.

Because the post of secretary-treas-
urer is part time, Byrd will go to half-
time status at LERC while continuing
her work with the national federation.

Byrd has been a union member and
labor educator for more than 25 years.
She holds a doctorate in adult education
from the University of Texas and a mas-
ter of science in labor studies from the
University of Massachusetts at Amherst. 

Byrd said one of her goals is to help
recruit and train new leaders among
younger members and immigrants.
“This is vital for the future of our labor
movement,” she said.

COPE delegates endorsed a slate of
candidates for the May 16 primary.
However, there was no action — or dis-
cussion — on the race for governor.

COPE supported Gene Hallman, a
Pendleton attorney, for an open seat on
the Oregon Supreme Court, Position 6.
It also supported Robert “Skip”

Durham for re-election to the high
court. Durham is running unopposed.

COPE has already endorsed the re-
election campaigns of Dan Gardner for
labor commissioner and Susan Castillo
for superintendent of public instruction.
Gardner, a member of Electrical Work-
ers Local 48, is running unopposed and
Castillo has a challenger new to politics.

In legislative  primary races, COPE
endorsed incumbent Democrats Betty
Komp, Jeff Barker, Chuck Riley, Debo-
rah Boone, Larry Galizio, Dave Hunt,
Jeff Merkley and Mike Shaufler in the
House and incumbent Democrats Floyd
Prozanski, Vicki Walker, Richard De-
vlin, Kurt Schrader and Rick Metsger
in the Senate.

COPE also endorsed Brad Avakian,
a Democrat running in  Senate Dist. 17;
and House candidates Brian Clem in
Dist. 21, David Edwards in Dist. 30,
Tina Kotek in Dist. 44, and Rob Brad-

ing in Dist. 49. 
Early endorsements — based on 100

percent COPE voting records — have
already gone to incumbent State Sena-
tors Bill Morrisette and Frank Shields;
and incumbent State Representatives
Peter Buckley, Paul Holvey, Arnie Rob-
lan, Phil Barnhart, Elizabeth Terry
Beyer, Brad Witt, Mary Nolan, Carolyn

Tomei, Diane Rosenbaum, Chip Shields
and Jackie Dingfelder, and to candidate
Mary Botkin, a lobbyist for Oregon AF-
SCME Council 75.

In Congressional races, the AFL-
CIO endorsed incumbents Earl Blume-
nauer, David Wu, Darlene Hooley and
Peter DeFazio. All are Democrats.

COPE opposed several initiative pe-

titions currently collecting signatures to
qualify for the November ballot. They
include I-39, to re-impose term limits
for legislators; I-24, to elect judges by
district rather than statewide; I-8 and I-
37, petitions to amend the constitution
to limit campaign contributions and es-
tablish new campaign finance require-
ments and limitations. 
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Teamsters
Dental Center

1890 NE 162nd Ave.
Portland, OR

503-257-9836

Teamsters Dental Center has been providing dental care to union members

since 1979. The center was established with two goals in mind:

• Providing dental service of high quality to our members

• Reducing cost & co-pay to members & their family

Family & Cosmetic Dentistry

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
Open Saturdays

• Crown & Bridge      • Nitrous Oxide      • Root Canal Therapy

• Fillings/tooth restoration    • Dental Implants    • Extractions        

• Invisalign (braces)     • Conscious & Unconscious sedation  

For your comfort we provide TV with headphones in each operatory

After 26 years, we are proud to say that the Teamsters Dental Center is still going strong. We have just completed an extensive

remodeling project, and are continuing to update our operatories with the latest that dental technology has to offer. All of our doctors are

highly trained and we provide a full spectrum of dental services. By providing a broad range of services at our location we are providing

our patients with the convenience of not having to travel to expensive specialists. All employees are members of Teamsters

Local 162 and we take great pride in the fact that we are union-oriented. We support all different locals and their

members. Over the  years, we have developed great working relationships with insurance companies like BlueCrossBlueShield, Oregon Den-

tal Service and OTET. Because of these relationships, we have been able to keep our fees 15% to 20% lower than other dental offices. We

pass these savings on to our patients through lower out-of-pocket costs.

Free bleaching to all new patients
Value $375.

(Offer good till March 31, 2006)

Cannot be combined with any other offer

Hours: 7 am - 6:30 pmCREDIT
OAC

Compare Our Prices

COPE issues several primary endorsements

Byrd appointed secretary-treasurer of Oregon AFL-CIO 

Barbara Byrd is sworn in as
secretary-treasurer of the Oregon
AFL-CIO by President Tom
Chamberlain.


