ATU’s Nickum retires after long career

When Helen Nickum retired from
Amalgamated Transit Union (ATU) Lo-
cal 757 this month, she took with her
stories of a lifetime of interest in poli-
tics, and 18 years of service to the union.

Nickum, 78, was born in Portland in
1928, the second of two daughters of
Walter and Charlotte Nickum. Her
mother was a homemaker, her father a
union ironworker. Her uncle, Earl “Big
Mac” McLenahan, was a business agent
of the Painters Union.

Helen Nickum graduated Portland’s
Jefferson High School in 1945, and got
ajob in the Portland shipyard as a secre-
tary for the son of ship and steel mag-
nate Henry Kaiser.

She remained a secretary all her life,
though the requirements changed over
the course of 61 years. From dictation
and ditto machines to faxes and photo-
copiers, she stuck with the profession,
learning over a dozen word processing
programs dating from the dawn of the
personal computer.

In the late 1940s, she studied busi-
ness and mathematics at the University
of Oregon, and later got a bachelor’s de-
gree in secretarial science at Oregon
State College.

She went to work as a legal secretary
for the politically-connected Portland
law firm Davidson & Nikoloric, and be-
came active in the Democratic Party as a
precinct committeeperson. She volun-
teered for the unsuccessful presidential
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campaign of Adlai Stevenson, and for
the successful campaign of Richard
Neuberger. When Neuberger won elec-
tion to the U.S. Senate, Nickum asked
him for a job and was hired. That as-
signment began nearly two decades of
life and work in Washington, D.C. She
took a job with Oregon Congresswoman
Edith Green. She worked for the Demo-
cratic National Committee.

After temping for a secretarial firm,
she decided to form her own company
and was one of the first women to get a

small business loan from the U.S. gov-
ernment. Over the course of 12 years
that spanned the tumultuous 1960s, she
and as many as 18 employees did tem-
porary work and printing jobs for nu-
merous government entities. In 1971,
with the economy soured, she closed her
business, packed her bags and her two
cats, and returned to Portland.

She took a job at U.S. Bank, but after
three years, left and joined a successful
class-action gender discrimination law-
suit. She became active with the local
women’s movement, and with groups
like Common Cause and Friends of the
Columbia Gorge. Finally, after a seven-
year stint at CH2M Hill, she was hired at
ATU in August 1987, working first for
financial secretary-treasurer Tony
Bryant and then, for many years, for
Ron Heintzman.

She was active in Office and Profes-
sional Employees Local 11.

Nickum liked working for the union,
she said, because of the teamwork and
because it meant saving people’s jobs.
And she liked working for Heintzman,
who she described as a practical joker,
but a leader who was always planning
and anticipating how best to defend
members’ interests. After a lifetime
working for people who were motivated
by a passion for equality and democracy,
Nickum retires with a union pension and
health benefits, and expects to remain
active.

THE UNION PLUS® MORTGAGE PROGRAM
Provided Exclusively by Chase Home Finance

CHASE ©

When it comes to mortgages, we're
taking a stand for Union members.

Chase is backing union members with the Union Plus” Mortgage Program — a home
purchase and refinancing program exclusively for union members, their parents and children.

» FREE Mortgage Assistance Benefit
If you are unemployed or disabled.
* A wide variety of mortgages
Choose from fixed-rate, adjustable-rate, and low- or no-closing costs options.
*+ Special Lending
First-time homebuyer and less-than-perfect credit programs.
* Savings on closing costs
Member-only savings on new purchases and refinance.

It all adds up to more home—bu%i)ng power.
Contact your local Union Plus ~ Mortgage Specialist

866-729-6016

LLLL Home Finance. This offer may not be combined with any other promotional offer or rebate, is not transferable, and is available to bona fide members of participating
unions. For down payments of less than 20%, mortgage insurance (M) is required and MI charges apply. All loans are subject to credit and property approval. Program
terms and conditions are subject to change without notice. Not all products are available in all states or for all loan amounts. Other restrictions and limitations apply.
©2005 JPMorgan Chase & Co. All Rights Reserved. P-UP 104 2A-7604 10/05

Union
=xPlus’

1= Union Plus is a registered trademark of Union Privilege. Eligibility for mortgage assistance begins one year after closing on a Union Plus Mortgage through Chase
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DEADLINE: Friday prior to publication
Published 1st and 3rd Fridays
Send to:
NW Labor Press, PO Box 13150,
Portland, OB 97213

BARGAINCOUNTER

Free ads to subscribers

* 15 waords or less

* Include address label from front
page and telephone numhber

* Sorry, we cannot accept ads over
the telephone

* No commercial or business ads

* 1 ad per issue

* Type or print legibly

Classified ads MUST include area code on all phone numbers or they will
not be published

Automotive

TOYOTA LONGBED pickup fiberglass canopy
witinted windows, red, $125. 503 314-8600

'96 HONDA ODYSSEY EX, leather seats, 6 pass
van, sun roof, new tires, regularly maintained
w/records, 209k miles, $4,900. 503 350-0613
'23 T BUCKET FORD, blue, lots of chrome, new
interior, 302 engine, all Ford running gear,
$13,000. 503 255-5396 or 503 317-6952

'74 EL CAMINO, complete, 350/350, PS, PDL,
PW, tilt, air, no DEQ, $2,500. 503 621-3090

'67 FORD F250 pickup, auto, good cond, basi-
cally needs a little help, drivable and tags, $600.
503 281-1580 or 503 473-4706

’90 HONDA ACCORD LX, 2dr, CD, all power,
clean, sporty, runs great, low mpg, alarm,
$2,500/trade for truck. 503 888-0873

'89 DODGE CARAVAN, 3 seats, new radiator,
tired but dependable, 2007 license, $400 cash.
503 630-4177

SIDE-STEPS, fit "94-'98 2 door Explorer, great
shape, over $300 new, asking $125. 541 484-
9694

Housing

APARTMENT, 1 BED, includes utilities, $550
month. 503 661-9094 for more details.
LINCOLN CITY, nice 2-level beach house,
sleeps 6, $350/wk, $175/weekend. 503 762-
4816 or 503 351-1408

ROCKAWAY BEACH vacation home, 3 bed,
sleeps 8, beachfront, all amenities, $175 nite.
503 842-9607

SEASIDE VACATION rental, 1.5 blocks to ocean,
2 bed, 1 bath, sleeps 6, no smoking, no pets. 503
667-4097

Wanted

OLD WOODWORKING tools, planes, levels,
chisels, folding rules, handsaws, spoke shaves,
slicks, adzes, tool chests. 503 659-0009

AVID COLLECTOR and restorer wants old saws,
blacksmith hammers, axes, logging tools, cash
paid. 503 819-3736

JOHNSON SHORT shaft outboard motor. 503
543-2493

MOTORCYCLE, MOPEDS, scooter, quads, etc,
running or not, cash paid. 503 880-8183
SIT-ON-TOP plastic kayak, Perception Island,
Wave Master, etc. 503 285-2439

A Rewarding Job Serving
Working Families in Oregon
Union Plus Mortgage is HIRING!
503.449.6994

Korean War Veterans
organization is looking for new
members. The group meets the
4th Tuesday each month
(March 28), at noon at
Milwaukie Elks Lodge,
13121 SE McLoughlin Blvd.
For more information, call
Max Loucks at 503-286-1464

For the Home

PEDESTAL TABLE, round, 44” w/4 large swivel
chairs, $250. 503 223-3501

Sporting Goods

'90 HERITAGE SOFTAIL, S & S carb — Python
pipes, Crane Hi-4 Ing, Andrews EV-27 cam, nice
bike. 503 257-7390 (leave message)

ASAI ONE-PRO .45 pistol, LNIB; fitted case, two
magazines, cleaning kit and manual, $550 will
consider trade. 503 539-0288

'86 21' CENTURY BOAT w/dual axle trailer, re-
built engine, full canopy, well maintained, $6,000
0BO. 503 353-6322

15’ SEASWIRL BOAT, 1969 Johnson inside-out-
board 90 hp, needs work, $750. 503 775-7457
PRO-FORM TAILWIND I, dual action electronic
ergometer, $55 OBO. 503 281-0181 or 503 753-
1714

'03 HONDA CBR RR, 6200 miles, ex cond, Arai
helmet, coat, gloves, new Pirelli rear, $6,300
0BO. 503 738-6489

CRAB POT floats, Styrofoam, hand made, col-
ors vary, 15 @ $10 each. 503 253-9909

Miscellaneous

WOOD HAULER special, 78L, 46"W, 2'H, tool
box, tongue jack, heavy springsttires, $500 OBO.
503 708-8758

RAT-A-POO PUPPIES, will be small, Mom 12lbs,
Dad 6 Ibs, $350 each. 360 606-4775

LEWIS AND CLARK Oregon plates, different col-
ors, great gifts, price reduced. 503 965-6073
AKC GERMAN Shepherd pups, exceptional
temperament, DOB 1/17/06, accepting deposits,
$500. 360 892-2353

ALLIS CHALMERS riding lawn mower, 48" w/30”
roto-tiller attachment, 11.5 hp, $1,050. 503 648-
1537

BRAND NEW IN BOX, X-treme car alarm, XT
2000, $50; green resin table w/4 chairs, $25. 503
653-1289

OLD MARLIN pump-s-gun, $85; 32" RCA TV in
cabinet, $50; 42" RD leaf kitchen table, as new,
$50. 503 774-0181

DIACRO 18 station punch press w/tooling
$2,000; 30KW spot welder w/timer, $1,500;
Everett 14” chop saw unit, $300. 503 254-1087
WARN BRUSHGUARD, $75; Jeep '97 factory
bumper, $35; Ford 400 engine, $350. 503 231-
1208

GEM TOP CANOPY Ford L/W box, $250; 15HP
Baldor 3 phase, new, $150. 360 225-1398
SIMILAR TO SHOPSMITH, saw, lathe, grinder
combo, $50. 503 652-9028

1950 CASH REGISTER, 7 drawers, $350. 503
693-0694

BUSH AND LANE Cecilian player piano, pump
and electric, good condition, 300 piano rolls,
make offer. 503 286-4394

QUONSET HUT, never been assembled. 541
444-1179 (Jim)

NOVA CRUISER, 4 wheel walker, $65. 503 283-
2327

FENCE PICKETS, cedar 1"x6” x 6, approx 150
pes, used, free, u-haul. 503 407-7166
ASSORTED CANNING Jars, 15 dozen @ $2.50
per dozen. 504 335-3837 (Denise, after 3 p.m.)
UTILITY TRAILER, 4 x 8 w/canopy, all steel
frame, heavy axlestires, toolbox and more, $500.
503 708-8758

CARGO RACK, fits all short narrow pickup
boxes, deluxe model, $50. 503 656-3996
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