Think Again « By Tim Nesbitt

“What’s the matter with Kansas?”

us taxpayers.

pro-worker agenda.

ton.

affordable.

The Working Families Party
rewrites the script for pro-worker polltlcs

We may have found a new an-
swer to the question,

Author Thomas Frank posed that
question in the title of his much-cited
book that explores “how conserva-
tives won the heart of America.” It’s a
question that resonates in every state
where working people continue to
vote for politicians who support trade
deals that trash our jobs, bail out cor-
porations that renege on their retire-
ment promises and let employers like

Wal-Mart encourage their workers to
sign up for health insurance paid by

The new answer to that question
comes from New York, where the
Working Families Party is using old-
fashioned issues organizing and an
electoral system that empowers minor
parties to force both Democrats and
Republicans to pay attention to its

New York may be a blue state in
presidential elections, but it has a Re-
publican governor, and Republicans
control one legislative chamber. So if
the Working Families Party can force
a minimum wage increase through
New York’s Legislature and override a
gubernatorial veto, as it did last year,
perhaps it offers something worth
copying in red states like Kansas and
blue states like Oregon and Washing-

What Frank dissects in his book
about Kansas is the politics of diver-
sion. Working people might wake up
worrying about the cost of health care
50 weeks out of the year. But, some-
how, during the two weeks before an
election, they start obsessing about
their right to keep their guns or some-
one else’s right to marry a person of
the same sex — and those issues sud-
denly overwhelm the debate about
how we can make health care more

Then those hot-button social issues
start to fade the day after the election,
and working people start worrying all
over again about rising health care
costs and their shrinking family budg-
ets.

The antidote to the politics of di-
version is the politics of focus: Stick
to the issues that matter and keep talk-
ing to voters, 52 weeks a year, about
what their elected officials are doing
to help or hurt their jobs and their
families’ well-being.

I noted in this column last year
how the AFL-CIO’s Working Amer-
ica program is doing exactly that. But
the Working Families Party does that
and more. Because it is a political
party, it has the right to nominate can-
didates in federal, state and local elec-
tions. And, because New York’s elec-
tion laws encourage major party
candidates to seek and run with the
endorsement of minor parties, the
Working Families Party has maxi-
mized the power of its ballot line to
bring wayward Democrats home on
pocketbook issues and attract Repub-
licans who support a good jobs
agenda.

New York’s system of voting is
called “fusion.” It sounds arcane, but
we used to have this system in Ore-
gon and Washington, until big-money
interests forced its repeal in the early
1900s. It allows minor parties to co-
endorse candidates of the major par-
ties and present those candidates sep-
arately to the voters on the minor
party’s ballot line; then it combines or
“fuses” the votes that candidates re-
ceive when they appear more than
once on the ballot. With this system,
minor parties are no longer forced to
play the role of spoilers in elections.
When they organize well on issues
that resonate with the voters, they can
bring the major party candidates to
their doorstep, begging for that extra

listing on the party’s ballot line that
can mean the difference between win-
ning and losing a close election.

The experience in New York also
shows that working people, who may
be divided over the Democratic and
Republican Party platforms on social
issues, are often willing to set those
concerns aside and cast their votes for
candidates of either party who support
pro-worker positions on economic is-
sues. When they can vote for a candi-
date on the ballot line of a party that
represents clear solutions to their
everyday concerns, they’re no longer
faced with the dilemma of wasting
their vote in order to send a message
to the top candidates.

Fusion voting gives more power to
the voters, who can both send a mes-
sage to a candidate and put that candi-
date in office with votes attached to
their message.

There’s a song about New York
that says if you can make it there, you
can make it anywhere. The Working
Families Party is taking its show on
the road now with the promise of fo-
cus and fusion as the means to force
politicians to deliver for working fam-
ilies again, state by state. That show
will be playing at the International
Longshore and Warehouse Union
Hall in Portland Friday, Feb. 3, and it
could be ready for a long run.

For more information, go to

WWW.OI’CgOHWI p.org.

(Full disclosure: During the past
month, I have been paid to provide
consulting services to the Working
Families Party in Oregon and Wash-
ington. But I was not asked to write
this column, nor was I compensated
for writing this column.)

Tim Nesbitt is a former president of
the Oregon AFL-CIO.

Bush makes recess appointments to NLRB

WASHINGTON, D.C.— President
George W. Bush last month made two
recess appointments to the five-member
National Labor Relations Board. On
Jan. 4 he appointed Republican Peter
Kirsanow, and on Jan. 17 he named De-
mocrat Dennis Walsh to serve on the
Board. Under recess appointments they
can serve until the adjournment of Con-
gress in 2007.

This marks the first time that the
NLRB has been at full strength since
December 2004. The current members
are Republicans Robert Battista, chair,
and Peter Schaumber, and Democrat
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Wilma Liebman.

During the holiday recess Bush also
appointed Ronald Meisburg to serve as
general counsel of the NLRB. Meisburg
served on the NLRB from Jan.12, 2004
to Dec. 8, 2004, also under a recess ap-
pointment by Bush.

Walsh served as a Board member
from Dec. 30, 2000 to Dec. 20, 2001
under a recess appointment by Presi-
dent Bill Clinton, and again from Dec.
17, 2002, to Dec. 16, 2004, after being
nominated by Bush and confirmed by
the Senate. During the past year Walsh
has been on Liebman’s legal staff.
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¢ Haven‘t filed for...years?
* Lost records?
¢ Liens - Levies - Garnishments?
* Negotiate settlements.
e Refiring? Have questions?

Call Nancy D. Anderson

Enrolled Agent/Tax Practitioner
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BARGAIN'COUNTER

Free ads to subscribers

* 15 wards or less

* Include address label from front
page and telephone number

* Sorry, we cannot accept ads over
the telephone

* No commercial or business ads

e 1 ad per issue

 Type or print legibly

Classified ads MUST include area code on all phone numbers or they will
not be published

Automotive

FORD 400 complete motor, $400 OBO or trade.
503 231-1208

‘98 FORD EXPLORER, blug, XLT, 57k miles, ex
cellent cond, $8,500 offer. 503 771-8823

‘89 ECONOLINE 302 FI, dark met blue, full
bed/sofa, captains chairs, versatile, alloys,
$3,900. 503 631-2935

FORD MUSTANG 1967/8 right hand mirror, new
in box, chrome, $75. 360 574-4563

Housing

ROCKAWAY BEACH Oregon oceanfront vaca-
tion rental, 3 bd, sleeps 8, direct beach access,
$175/nite. 503 842-9607

SEASIDE 2 bed, 1 bath, near ocean, sleeps 6,
no smoking, no pets, $95/nite. 503 667-4097

Wanted

OLD WOODWORKING tools, planes, levels,
chisels, folding rules, handsaws, spoke shaves,
slicks, adzes, tool chests. 503 659-0009

750 CASE CROWLER dozer, late sixties, for
parts. 503 695-3421

1961 FALCON pickup parts, 1961, 1961, 1963
parts will work. 503 852-6791

OLD COIN slot machines. 360 256-7810 (after 3
p.m.)

For the Home

HARMON ADVANCE pellet stove w/pipe, heats
2000 sq ft, 3 yrs old, paid $3,000, asking $1,295
0BO. 503 829-6114
KENMORE, ALL-IN-ONE w/dryer, works great,
$150. 503 775-7966

10 PC TWIN, green, girls bedroom set, 1968
Thomasville, all real wood, $250. 503 623-6506

Sporting Goods

‘90 HERITAGE SOFTAIL, S & S carb — Python
pipes, Crane Hi-4 Ing, Andrews EV-27 cam, out-
standing motorcycle, $9,250 OBO. 503 257-7390
(Billy

20" FT ‘84 SUNRUNNER boat, cuddy cabin, dou-
ble 2000 trlr, barn stored until Nov. 2005, $3,500.
503 669-0510

LEFT-HANDED golf clubs, 3 iron thru PW,
graphite shaft, Callaway knockoffs, used twice,
$250. 503-669-5324

Miscellaneous

VINTAGE TRUNK, 36”x 14" x 21.5 “ deep, witray,
good cond, $50. 503 253-0008

TEMP GLASS, 5 sheets 45.5 x 76, 1 sheet 34 x
76, $20 per sheet; Lahe coffee vending machine,
Lahe food vending machine, 4 years old, $7,500
for both. 503 775-7966

ACME 30 KW spot welder, works great, $1,200;
DiArco 18 station punch press, w/tooling, $2,000.
503 254-1087

ELECTRIC HYDRAULIC press 2 rams, $2,000.
503 252-4151

LEWIS & CLARK Oregon dinner plates, Meier &
Frank Johnson Bros., dropping price. 503 965-
6073

WEIGHT BENCH w/acc, $40; portable “Lifetime”
basketball set, $75; small freezer, $25. 503 653-
1289

WEIGHT BENCH, 400 Ibs of weights, straight
bar, curl bar, weight rack, $250. 503 632-4726
CHEAP VERSION of Shopsmith, $50. 503 652-
9028

BACK PROBLEMS"

Restore and Preserve
Good Health Naturally
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NORTHWEST LABOR PRESS

23 Years Experience Treating
Back Ailments and Injuries

NUCCA Practitioner

Gentle, Effective Chiropractic
Care using Advanced Methods

Call 503 620-6480 - Dr. Bobbie Mower

FREE CONSULTATION

HEMORRHOIDS

The Non-Surgical Treatment

We specialize in the non-surgical treatment of hemorrhoids. For over 40
years people throughout the region have turned to the Sandy Blvd. Clinic for
fast and effective relief. For more information, FREE consultation and/or a

FREE informative booklet call:

03 232-7609
Write or call for THE S BLVD. RECTAL
aFREE Insurance
information CLINIC PORTLAND
booklet and/or a accept_e d/Pre
FREE Steven G. Cranford, DC, ND authorization
consultation. FORMERLY THE BEAL-OLIVER CLINIC required.
CHIROPRACTIC/NATUROPATHIC PHYSICIANS

2026 NE SANDY BLVD., PORTLAND, OR 97232
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