
Automotive
’04 TOYOTA PRIUS, hybrid, 45 – 50 mpg, 41k,
ex. cond, $19,750. 503 665-0915
TWO 14’ studded tires P225/75R15, real good
rubber, nice tires, $50 OBO. 503 257-7390
’73-’77 EL CAMINO/CHEVY II side windows,
grey bench seats/rugs, sun visors, storage box,
upper door panels. 503 621-3090 (Doug)
’97 ESCORT, 4 cyl, 4 dr, metallic red, AC, auto,
nice, 77k on motor, $2,800. 503 449-9723
’84 FORD F250 diesel 4 x 4 pickup, auto, needs
transmission work, $750. 503 314-8600
’94 GMC SIERRA SLE, 2500 extended cab, 8’
bed, low miles, tow package, great condition,
$6,800. 503 831-0310
’90 T-BIRD, 2nd  owner, meticulously maintained,
all records, garaged, low hwy miles, $2,500/of-
fer. 503 622-3639
’96 FORD ESCORT LX, auto, tow-able w/pump
and bar, low mileage, $2,300. 503 654-7091
4 STUDLESS SNOW tires, 205/55R-16, like
new, used one season, $125. 503 282-4144

Housing
HOUSE FOR RENT, 2 bed, 2 bath, gas, fenced
backyard, no pets, 1514 N Holman, $750/month
plus deposits. 503 637-5011
SEASIDE SPACIOUS 2 bed, near ocean, sleeps
6, no smoking/pets, $95/nite. 503 667-4097

Wanted
OLD WOODWORKING tools, planes chisels,
folding rules, handsaws, spoke shaves, slicks,
tool chests, gauges. 503 659-0009
AVID COLLECTOR and restorer wants old saws,
blacksmith hammers, axes, logging tools, cash
paid. 503 819-3736
GOOD 8’ pool table, will pay to move, private
party. 503 644-5049
18” AMG Mercedes Benz wheels, like new cond.
503 949-9314 (leave message)

Sporting Goods
’02 XR80R Honda motorcycle, like new/original
owners, all paperwork, $1,275 OBO. 503 829-
2349
1 STEARNS LIFE vest; 2 Stearns float coats, all
in new cond, make offer. 503 590-7809
TC PATRIOT muzzle-loader, .45 cal, target pistol,
dbb triggers, 100 .440 round ball, $325. OBO.

503 658-6108
GOLF CLUBS, left-hand pw thru 3 iron, reg. graphite
shaft, used twice, Callaway knockoffs, $275, 503-669-
5324

Miscellaneous 
HEAVY DUTY utility trailer, GVW 600#, tool box,
spare, lights and tongue jack, $600. 503 695-
3421
STIHL GAS chop saw w/14” concrete blade,
$375; record player, makes tapes off vinyl
records, $75. 503 254-1087
8” CAST IRON table saw/stand, motor needs
work, $20; Sawyers slide projector/screen, re-
mote feeder/trays, needs bulb, $50. 503 646-
4759
H.O.TRAINS, tools, parts, engines, rolling stock
only, no layout, new cond, steam, diesel. 503
682-0381
GENERAL ELECTRIC flat stove top, 4 burners,
yellow color, excellent shape, cheap. 503-286-
1464
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Asurprising thing happened after
the defection of four major

unions fractured the national AFL-
CIO last summer. Back home, in state
after state, our local unions held to-
gether.  Or, if they began to disassem-
ble themselves, as happened here in
Oregon, they soon found a way to re-
assemble themselves and are now
close to full strength again.

This is what I hoped would hap-
pen. But, for many months last year, it
is not what I expected would happen.
And the fact that the fissures from the
national split ultimately did little or no
damage to the AFL-CIO’s institutions
at the local level tells an important
story about the importance of old-
fashioned solidarity and the en-
durance of well-organized state feder-
ations and central labor councils. It’s a
story worth remembering as we pre-
pare for the battles of 2006. Here’s my
summary.

Chapter I, November 2004-June
2005. As the debate about the future
of the AFL-CIO takes hold, leaders of
central labor councils and state feder-
ations weigh in with a strong re-
minder that solidarity at the local level
is the key to success at the national
level. The Oregon AFL-CIO Execu-
tive Board adopts a resolution in De-
cember 2004 stating, “All politics is
local. And all organizing, even in a
global economy, begins in local work-
places …if we didn’t have a local
union movement, we would have to
create it, state by state.”

But, as consensus develops within
the AFL-CIO for strengthening its lo-
cal institutions, dissent polarizes its
unions over structure and strategy at
the national level. When defection at
the national level appears likely, the
Service Employees International
Union offers a local option for the
continued affiliation of breakaway
unions at the local level, which the
AFL-CIO rejects as unworkable.

Chapter II, July-August 2005.
SEIU, the United Food and Commer-
cial Workers, the Teamsters and
UNITE HERE boycott the AFL-CIO
convention in Chicago. Then, they an-
nounce their disaffiliation from the
national AFL-CIO. But they all say
that they would like their local unions
to remain part of the AFL-CIO’s state
federations and labor councils. The
AFL-CIO dismisses that approach as
“pick-and-choose solidarity” and di-
rects its local labor bodies to expel the
breakaway unions. The Oregon AFL-
CIO sheds 40 percent of its affiliated
members within a week after the na-
tional convention. The Northwest
Oregon Labor Council follows suit,
losing close to 25 percent of its mem-
bers. Similar actions are taken in other
states, including Washington. But lo-
cal leaders in most states take a wait-
and-see approach, reluctant to dimin-
ish their state federations and labor
councils in the face of growing politi-
cal threats.

Chapter III, September-Novem-
ber 2005. Leaders of the AFL-CIO
and national unions on both sides of
the split realize that they need state
federations and labor councils to
wage effective campaigns in high-
stakes political contests at the local
level. There are key governors’ elec-
tions in Virginia and New Jersey, a
government spending measure in Col-
orado, and a ballot initiative in Cali-
fornia that threatens to restrict the
freedom of unions to engage the po-
litical process. Recognizing these
threats, AFL-CIO President John
Sweeney announces three successive
grace periods to allow locals of the
breakaway unions to continue to par-
ticipate in state federations and labor
councils. Our campaigns are victori-
ous in all four battleground states.
And Sweeney eventually reaches an
agreement with the breakaway unions
to adopt the local option idea, now

called “Solidarity Charters,” through
December 2006.    

Chapter IV, December 2005.
SEIU rejoins the Oregon AFL-CIO.
UFCW rejoins the Northwest Oregon
Labor Council. Oregon’s union move-
ment, although not completely
healed, is back to fighting strength.
And the national AFL-CIO goes a
step further with the local option ap-
proach as a way to rebuild the union
movement from the bottom up: It of-
fers special charters not just to the
breakaway unions, but to any non-
AFL-CIO union that chooses to affil-
iate with a state federation or labor
council.  

Epilogue. What produced this re-
unification of our union movement at
the local level?  

Certainly, personal solidarity was
a critical factor. At labor councils, in
particular, union members march un-
der common banners; they picket to-
gether; and, they campaign door-to-
door and over the phones to talk to
each other’s members. These kinds of
relationships — and the institutions
that sustain them — are not easy to
dismantle. Further, at the national
level, union leaders recognized that all
politics is local — and that our best
federations and labor councils do their
most effective work in high-stakes
electoral campaigns at the local level.

The unraveling that occurred at the
national AFL-CIO stopped short of
untying the bindings of solidarity
forged at the local level. In most state
federations and labor councils, the
center held. And now it appears that
our local institutions may offer new
centers of growth for a more inclusive
union movement. Re-uniting to win at
the local level, it turns out, is as im-
portant as changing to win at the na-
tional level.

Tim Nesbitt is a former president of the

Oregon AFL-CIO.
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Reuniting to win: How local union
movements overcame the AFL-CIO split 

HEMORRHOIDS
We specialize in the non-surgical treatment of hemorrhoids. For over 40

years people throughout the region have turned to the Sandy Blvd.Clinic for

fast and effective relief. For more information, FREE consultation and/or a

FREE informative booklet call:

(503) 232-7609
THE SANDY BLVD. RECTAL

CLINIC PORTLAND

Steven G. Cranford, DC, ND
FORMERLY THE BEAL-OLIVER CLINIC

CHIROPRACTIC/NATUROPATHIC PHYSICIANS
2026 NE SANDY BLVD., PORTLAND, OR 97232

The Non-Surgical Treatment

Write or call for
a FREE

information
booklet and/or a

FREE
consultation.

Insurance
accepted/pre
authorization

required.

Zachary
Zabinsky

223-8517

• Social Security
• SSI - Disability Claims

Personal Attention To Every Case

Working For Disability Rights
Since 1983

NO FEE WITHOUT RECOVERY

621 SW Morrison, Portland

IRS PROBLEMS?

• Haven’t filed for...years?

• Lost records?

• Liens - Levies - Garnishments?

• Negotiate settlements.

• Retiring? Have questions?

Call Nancy D. Anderson
Enrolled Agent/Tax Practitioner

503-697-7757

LEGAL PROBLEMS??

For $16 a month

coverage includes:
❖ Unlimited toll-free phone
consultation with attorneys.

❖A comprehensive will with
yearly updates is included.

❖Representation for traffic tickets,
accidents, criminal, and civil suits.

❖ Coverage on IRS tax audits.

❖ Divorce, child custody, bank-
ruptcy and many more benefits.*

THESE LEGAL SERVICES

ARE PROVIDED BY THE

VERY BEST LAW FIRMS

IN OREGON & WASHINGTON.

* Some services not 100% covered

For more

information,

call 503-760-2456

or toll-free at
(888) 252-7930

www.prepaidlegal.com/info/randallnix


