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Vocational classes
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"Those are all very
expensive programs.
And they're difficult to
fund," Bailey said. "We
need to do a better job
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with internships, work
experience and other
vocational training. I don't
think we've explored all of
our options, and that's the
march I want to go down
with our counseling staff."
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One possible solution
suggested by Bailey was a
half school day for students
who would be interested in
vocational training. In this -
type of format, a student
would be able to take
regular classes for half of
the day at the high school,
and then go off campus to
a different site for specific
training.

These types of classes
are essential to the growth
of imperative life skills in
all high school students.
With places like Clackamas
and Portland Community
College offering job
training and transitional
programs, this may be
the solution that many
students are looking for.

The bottom line is that
with current budgetary
issues within the district,
WLHS is stuck between
a rock and a hard place
trying to sustain every
student's needs. But until
these classes are included
in the schedule of WLHS,
many students are left
asking: where do we turn?

Budget restrictions limit number of vocational opportunities necessary for life skills
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A student in Mylan Rakich's Introduction to Welding class watches

sparks fly while welding April 22 at Clackamas Community College. In
the past few years, schools like CCC and PCC have began offering more
specialized training classes similar to welding.




