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Symphomc Band beats Lake Oswego, placmg first at TRL Competltlon

Band TRL
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“You are judged on tone
quality which includes
balance, blend, and intonation,
technique-accuracy of
rhythm, and musicality, or
the expression on the music,”
Egan, said.

To prepare for the
competition the band went on
a weekend retreat at “Resort
at the Mountain” in Welches.
While on the retreat the
members played for another
clinician to get another point of
view on their pieces.

“It gives us a different
point of view and is really
fun to work with someone
different for a change,” Brittney
Peterson, junior trumpet player,
said. Agreeing with Peterson,
Myre said, “The clinician really
helped us clean everything up
and give us the confidence we
needed going into TRL.”

Besides performing the
prepared pieces, the band is
scored on the ability to sight-
read music. “The hardest part
about sight reading is that if
you make mistakes you have
to make them confidently,”

Peterson, said.

According to Peterson, it
is better to make a mistake
with confidence than without
because it shows you can
own your mistakes as well as
your successes. To prepare for
this task, the band practices
reading music by counting out
measures and beats.

“I expose [the band] to a lot
of different music and bring
in clinicians to augment their
sight-reading skills,” Egan said.
In the competition, students
get a maximum five minutes to
observe and discuss the music,
but then must play promptly.

Although the sight-reading
portion of the competition
is not public, the prepared
musical pieces normally receive
audiences of 300-400 people
and are judged by three or
four college band directors.
Ultimately, Egan hopes only
for a great performance.

“It sounds trite but I just
want the band to play relaxed
and with confidence, if we do
that I think we will have a lot
of success,” Egan said.

Winning the TRL band
competition meant a lot to

the band. "The first thing that
~my friend, Peter, said on the

bus was Mr. (Jeff) Cumpston

(former band director who

EmiLy REeD

Five West Linn Thespians
performed at the Elsmore
Theater

died in 2009) would be proud,”
said Myre. "] think a lot of us

dedicated this performance to
him.”

Salem in front of 1,000 drama
students and advisers from
around the state. Anna
Stapleton, Lisa Wang, Sophie
Starks-Madsen, Sammie
Forsey, seniors, and Caroline
Hitesman, junior, performed
"Mama Who Bore Me" from
the play Spring Awakening. All
five qualified for Nationals,
which will be held in June.
b On April 29, they will
perform this scene durmg
the May Day assembly.
Stapleton not only
, qualified in the group
s performance, but with her
olo performance as well.

Sammie Forsey and Patricia
Palczewska, seniors,
participate in the "Project
Runway" workshop at the
Thespian State Conference.
Of the 18 actors that
advanced to state, five
qualified for Nationals.

Photo courtesy of Lisa Wang '

With their success, the band
will be continuing on to the
State competition in May at
Oregon State University.

Thespians at State chosen to perform at Elsinore

Her pieces were Juliet from
Romeo and Juliet and Mae
from Sam Shepard's Fool For
Lowve.

"Performing at the Elsinore
was incredible," Stapleton
said.

Thursday, the first
day of the conference,
competitions were held in
the distinctive categories—
acting, play writing and stage
management. About half
of the troupe participated
in a stage management
competition where they made
dresses out of newspaper.

Friday and Saturday,
the Thespians had the
opportunity to spend the day
at workshops and auditions
with various professionals.
Stapleton taught an
auditioning workshop.
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