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Freshman dance attendance policy not a rule,

CHrisann Kim

Cinderella entered the
grand ball, dressed and
beautiful, but without a
date. However, high school
is not a Disney princess
movie in which all the girls
in the kingdom are invited
to the dance. At WLHS,
two out of the three dances
are open to all grades,
while Prom is reserved for
juniors and seniors unless
they bring a freshmen or
sophomore date.

By culture, some
upperclassmen make
freshmen feel like they
are not allowed to attend
Winter Ball. However,
freshmen have always been

allowed to go to Winter Ball,

according to Aaron Downs,
assistant principal. It is a
school policy that freshmen
can go, but it remains an
unspoken rule.

I didn't attend any of
the dances when I was
a freshman, not even
Homecoming. Since policy
about freshmen being able
to attend Winter Ball was
not well advertised, I never
knew I could have gone.
I never thought it was
considered such a big deal
as a freshman. Although
Winter Ball is open to all
grades, according to policy,
I think Winter Ball should
be kept for sophomores,

juniors and seniors. Juniors
and seniors can have Prom.

"Being a freshman is
tough, but so is life, and so
they can wait a year just like
everyone else had to," Tara
Galloway, sophomore, said.
"It's just a respect thing and
respecting those who have
put in time is important.
You don't play in the Super
Bowl if you're a rookie after
all."

Some upperclassmen are
annoyed by the freshmen
and the rest of us learn
to live with them. I agree
that some freshmen are
immature; I mean, they just
graduated from middle
school. Upperclassmen

Glass

want the respect of
freshmen and freshmen
tend to give upperclassmen
such respect. The ability to
attend Prom, for seniors,
ties into the entire "respect”
aspect.

"Being in high school
does not automatically
entitle you to all of its
privileges. Freshman year
is one part whine and two
parts realizing that your
fuzzy little pre-adolescent
bubble just burst into an
environment to which
you must adapt,” Emma
Kennard, sophomore, said.
"Restrictions are necessary
to help them grow and
accept the unbalanced

but culture

reality of actual living."

Freshmen year does come
with certain restrictions,
including not being
permitted to attend Prom.
They should stay away
from Prom and Winter Ball
and take Homecoming for
themselves.

Freshmen are welcome to
break tradition. Attending
Prom is not recommended
and is against the rules.
But if freshmen have junior
or senior dates, by all
means, take advantage of
it and go. Upperclassmen:
be appreciative of your
privileges: Freshmen: cross
your fingers and hope time
flies.
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"Classy Night" was the theme of Winter Ball which was held on Jan. 15 at the Melody Ballroom in downtown Portland. Tickets cost $25 in advance and $30 at the door and
included free refreshments and fruit.
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