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Legacy of portly twin plumbers g

WicHELE Bonpy

The world of a short and
_pudgy Italian plumber/
carpenterliving in the Mush-
room Kingdom may ring a
bell. How about a thinner
~and slightly taller fraternal
brother? Sound familiar?
This is the story
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Ellsberg released the
Pentagon Papers to the
New York Times and other
newspapers revealing a top
secret study of the government
decisions related to the
Vietnam War. Ellsberg was
arrested and held in jail. He
was tried for violating the
Espionage Act of 1917 and
charged for both conspiracy
and theft. All charges were later
dismissed as more scandals
appeared.

The question now is simple:
were Ellsberg and Assange
justified in their clear attempts
to expose the government
coverups? Officials wonder
how dare someone release
information that the public is

clearly unaware of and, on top
of that, actually bother telling
the American people the whole
truth and nothing else? My
answer to this question is this:
how dare the government not
tell the public the truth?
Every day we are lied to
by the government, receiving
little truth or only a portion of
it. When the documents were
first released, officials argued
that the documents harmed
relationships with other
countries and endangered
soldiers. WikiLeaks argued
that no evidence has been
shown that soldiers have
been endangered, in regards
to relationships with other
countries, the government
shouldn't been hiding secrets
in the first place. Instead of
accusing Assange as being

a terrorist, why doesn't the
government release the truth?

. Because the government would

rather avoid the truth.

In the future, Wikileaks will
continue releasing information
and the government will
continue threatening the
organization to close down or
risk prosecution. However, the
government has no right to
prosecute as freedom of speech
protects the site and the people
involved. The government can
no longer hide behind secrecy,
but take a stand and tell the
truth.

Don't get me wrong, I'm not
saying that our government
is plotting for our demise, but
we should not have to fight so
hard for the truth. Exposing
corruption of power is not a
crime, it is a necessity.
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