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Davies spends year working for Department of Energy

ALiSON FIELDHOUSE

Walking through Capitol
Hill on a daily basis and
chatting with educators
from around the country
was the reality for Jonathan
Davies, science teacher, last
school year. Davies lived in
the Washington D.C. area to
work for the Department of
Energy through the Albert
Einstein Distinguished Edu-
cator Fellowship Program.

“I first heard about the
fellowship in the Fall of
2008. It’s a competitive fel-
lowship; over 400 educators
applied,” Davies said.

After making it to the
finalist round, he was flown
to D.C. for a weekend to
participate in a wine and
dine event along with four
rounds of interviews. Out
of the 400 applicants, only
24, including Davies, made
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the cut. He worked alongside
six other fellows in the DOE.
Others worked for NASA,
the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration
(NOAA) and the National Sci-
ence Foundation (NSF).

“The interviewing process
is important because it’s one
thing to-look good on paper
and another if you happen to

be a complete dud in person,”

Davies said. "Every single ap-
plicant had to have amazing
credentials to make it to the
finalist round.”

Although the fellowship
was about bringing science
and math educators together,
it was also about using their
experience aseducators to fine-
tune and plan exhibits, dem-
onstrations and other forms of

‘providing information, to cater

to the needs of students and
others. Aseducators, they have
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Jonathan Davies, science
teacher, grades papers during
his prep period. He spent last
school year in Washington D.C.
working for the Department
of Energy through the Albert
Einstein Distinguished Educator
Fellowship.

challenge is reaching every one
of them."
Biggest reward: "l meet a lot

of great people." Tiffany

experience working with stu-
dents and know what works
and what doesn’t in keeping
people’s attention.

"Although I am a teacher,
the fellowship wasn’t about
me being there to teach. In-
stead, it was about tweaking
projects using my experience
as a teacher to make the proj-
ects better,” Davies said.

While the educators helped
their respective departments
in creating the means for trans-
ferring information through
an engaging manner, the
experience was also for the
educators to realize all of the
resources that are available to
them in public and through
the government.

“The fellowship was a
chance for us teachers to learn
about the resources available
to us at the federal level. We
saw how we could bring these

Teaching history: "I have
taught at Wilsonville for five
years."

Something unexpected:

resources back with us to
use in our classrooms and
our future lessons,” Davies
said.

Prior to this fellowship,
Davies had worked in oth-
ers, including the M.]. Mur-
dock: Partners in Science at
Portland State University
on a research fellowship,
and through the Industry
Initiative for Science &
Math Educators. The AE-
DEFP however, was a once
in a lifetime experience for
him, different from past
research fellowship experi-
ences.

“All of the people I
worked alongside with
were brilliant. I was inter-
acting with some of the
brightest mindsin the coun-
try. [twas an experience that
I am grateful to have had,”
Davies said.
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Timeline, tips to help you avoid the college crunct
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Freshman

® Take PSAT in October

® Start looking at colleges in cities
you travel to

® Look for a summer internship

® Sign up for AP or honors classes for
next year

® Get to know your counselor
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