Find out how a change in the
parking system could help you

next year.
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Next year, five to seven
teachers could be cut from the
current staff. Will it be your
favorite science teacher? The
English teacher that introduced
you to "Grapes of Wrath?" With
the money from the district's
Local Option coming in at $3
million less than expected, this
could be a reality. Additionally,
Governor Ted Kulongoski
announced last week that
$563 million must be cut from
Oregon schools and programs
due to a revenue shortfall.

"At this time, all we really
know is that the state revenue
shortfall translates into a
reduced fund to the West Linn-
Wilsonville School District
in the amount of $3,217,000
for next year," Roger Woehl,
superintendent, said. Further

bad news of a $14.5 million
cigarette tax revenue shortfall
will potentially reduce these
funds even more, leaving some

teachers in a vulnerable but
familiar position.

"I've been through this
process last year when I got
laid off at Reynolds," Michael
Glane, science teacher, said.
"I'm well aware of how much it
hurts people.”

See what the future holds for
seniors after graduation.
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Budget cutbacks lead to losses; teachers at risk

The district relies partly on
something called the Local
Option, which allows it to

bring in extra money from the
community. This alone allows
the district to hire 60 more

Photo by Mark Poppert

Michael Glane, science teacher, lectures his third period chemistry
class. Newer teachers such as Glane are facing potential layoffs due
to a budget shortfall. Further budget estimates at the state level may
lead to more cuts.
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teachers and 60 more staff than
it could otherwise.

"We have built up staffing
levels based on the money
coming in from the local
option,” Arden Eby, head of the
Teacher's Union, said.

The Budget Committee was
originally expecting to bring
in $15 million over the next
two years dedicated to schools.
Instead, there will be a little
less than $12 million coming
in along with further cutbacks
at the state level. That gap has
created some major setbacks,
according to Woehl. To reduce
costs, the district will have to
cut teachers, programs, school
days or some combination of
the three.

The Teacher's Union
negotiates for gradual pay
raises from year to year. Since
the budget can't sustain an

increase this next year, the
contract will either have to
be renegotiated, or some
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teachers might lose their jobs.
The money teachers receive
is a cost of living adjustment.
The negotiated increase for
teachers was supposed to be
four percent of their salary,
which would come out to
about $1.2 million.

"We would give up
everything if we saw recovery
on the horizon, but it would
probably be ten years before
the district could make it
up," Eby said. Giving up pay
raises would only delay the
inevitable, according to Eby.

If days are to be eliminated,
paid teacher work days will be
the first thing to go according
to Woehl, but that isn't going
to be enough to balance the
budget. The district's custodial
staff has already faced major
cuts, so staff reductions may
also come from secretarial

Budoget
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Family's belongings
ruined in house fire

Emiy Reep

The grey one story
house that once was home
to seven, sits deserted.
Charred remains of the
house—pink insulation
strewn across the ground,
boarded up doors and
windows greeted Justin
Cunningham, freshman,
and his family when they
returned home Apiril 3,
from Seattle. Shortly after
arriving, they received a
phone call, in which they
learned that their home had
burned down.

The family of seven,
including Cunningham,
his parents, two brothers,

a sister and her boyfriend
all lived in the house at the
time. "We were all shocked
when we found out,"
Cunningham said.

Almost nothing was
able to be recovered from
their home. Everything
was either completely
gone or severely smoke
damaged. As a result, all of
their linens, furniture and
clothing were destroyed.

"We have no furniture,”
Cunningham said. "All of
it was gone before we got
home." Though this was a
terrible blow to the family,

House fire
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Justin Cunningham, freshman, and his family returned home from
Seattle on April 3 to find their house burned and uninhabitable. The
family moved to Canby while searching for anew home in West Linn.
They are accepting donations to help replace their lost belongings.
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