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With the new release of 
Apple iTunes 7, iTunes is 
better than ever. The Sept.
12 update includes an 
abundance of new features 
along with some major bug 
fixes. It also presents a few 
minor bugs, but these are 
minor compared to many 
competitors' programs.

iTunes has managed 
to top itself. It is more 
user friendly, and for the 
experienced user, is a 
worthwhile download.

Since its introduction in 
January 2001, iTunes has 
become the dominant music 
player worldwide, topping 
Window Media Player; 
standard software included 
with all PCs. The feature that 
pushed iTunes to the top was 
its accessibility. To rip CDs, 
all one must do is press the 
easily accessed bottom right; 
for iPod users, loading songs 
is as simple as turning on the 
computer. CD burning now 
has the option of Mp3, data 
or normal CD formatting, 
something which was only 
previously available in the

importantly a new 
design titled "Cover 
Flow.

The "Cover 
Flow" look is 
going to get the 
most press, for it 
differs so much 
from previous 
versions of iTunes. 
Instead of the 
normal columns, 
this version has 
three options; 
normal, adapted 
and "Cover Flow" 
which uses album 
covers to create an 
old style jukebox 
look.

When coupled 
with the automatic 
downloading of 
covers, it creates a 
very user friendly 
experience for 
even those with 
the least computer 
knowledge, and 
enables you to see 
the cover art at all 
times.

I found the "Flow
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Name Time Artist a. Album Genre
0  Hands Up 3:37 Black Eyed Peas Elephunk Hip-Flop/Rap
m Labor Day (It’s a Holiday) 3:S8 Black Eyed Peas Elephunk Hip-Hop/Rap
S  Let's Get Retarded 3 35 Black Eyed Peas Elephunk Hip-Hop/Rap
g| Hey Mama 3:34 Black Eyed Peas Elephunk Hip-Hop/Rap
■  Shut Up 4 56 Black Eyed Peas Elephunk Hip-Hop/Rap
f l  Smells Like Funk 5:04 Black Eyed Peas Elephunk Hip-Hop/Rap
■  Latin Girls 6  17 Black Eyed Peas Elephunk Hip-Hop/Rap
S  Sexy 4:43 Black Eyed Peas Elephunk Hip-Hop/Rap
m Fly Away 3:3S Black Eyed Peas Elephunk Hip-Hop/Rap
m The Boogie That Be 5:12 Black Eyed Peas Elephunk Hip-Hop/Rap
«( The Apl Song 2 54 Black Eyed Peas Elephunk Hip Hop/Rap
«  Anxiety 3 38 Black Eyed Peas Elephunk Hip-Hop/Rap
0  Let's Get It Started (Spike Mix) 3:39 Black Eyed Peas Elephunk Hip-Hop/Rap
ft Third Eye 3:55 Black Eyed Peas Elephunk Hip-Hop/Rap
H Go-Go Gadget Gospel 2;19 Guarís Barkley St. Elsewhere Alternative
S  Crazy 2:58 Gnarts Barkley St. Elsewhere Alternative
m St. Elsewhere 2:30 Gnarls Barkley St. Elsewhere Alternative i j
a  Cone Daddy Gone 2:28 Cnarls Barkley St. Elsewhere Alternative *
a  Smiley Faces 3:05 Gnarls Barkley St. Elsewhere Alternative ▼

.... 9743 dems, 24.7 days, 31.7 GB

"Cover Flow," a new feature in iTunes 7, allows users to browse their music libraries the old fashioned way.
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look
to be really easy to use, but

games and feature movies 
to the iTunes store, which 
enables iTunes to back 
up purchased music on
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The front page of the new iTunes Store. Photo Courtesy Apple
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options menu.
The new features of 

iTunes 7 are: support for 
64-kbs ripping, the addition 
of feature films and games 
to the iTunes Store, the 
ability to save and download 
purchased music in multiple 
locations (this feature is key), 
gapless playback which 
enables seamless playing of 
files, automatic downloading 
of cover art, and most

a bit glitchy at times; this 
was on my Mac and PC 
computers. It never froze, 
but occasionally it would 
not load the artwork, and 
in turn not load the song. 
Also, it took much longer 
for iTunes to open initially 
when using this look.

There are two other 
features to iTunes 7 that 
make it much better than 
predecessors: adding

multiple computers. Also, 
it allows iPod users to copy 
purchased music back 
from their iPods to their 
computers.

A common complaint 
(and ammo for negative 
reviews) was the problems 
with purchased music. No 
CD comes with downloaded 
music, so after a computer 
crash, there is no way to 
re-rip those files from CD. 
iTunes 7 fixes this problem, 
by letting you recover these 
files from outside drives 
such as iPods up to five 
times each on five different 
computers.

I think that's a pretty 
good deal, since there is no 
company in the world that 
will send you 24 free CDs 
if you lose them. For more 
information about backing 
up your library check out 
the Apple support: http:// 
docs.info.apple.com/article. 
html?artnum=302392.

The movies and games, 
while really neat, are 
something that I've been 
expecting since the iPod 
video was released. It didn't 
make sense to have a video 
player without some way 
to get the videos onto it.
In the new update, videos

are formatted at a clearer 
higher resolution so that the 
playback is much faster and 
cleaner both on iPod and the 
computer.

For $4.99 an iPod owner 
can buy vintage games 
like Pac-Man and Tetris for 
their Mp3 players. Sadly 
these games do not play on 
anything other than video 
iPods, including iTunes 
itself—a huge drawback. I 
don't have a video iPod, but 
from the reviews in the store, 
they seem to work well, and 
are quite fun.

As an overall program, 
iTunes 7 is far from perfect.
It can be glitchy and 
occasionally will have 
trouble locating songs. But 
when compared to constant 
trouble that ensues with 
Windows Media Player 
or Real Player, there is no 
reason not to get it. And 
since it is completely free to 
all computer owners, price 
is not an excuse for poor 
programming. The way I see 
it, everyone needs iTunes 7, 
ASAP.

And for you listening enjoyment...
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SENIOR PICTURES
Great photography at affordable prices!

We have the best environmental Portrait Park 
anywhere, yet only 20 minutes from W.L.H.S. 
Complete pkgs, incl. full session, several units 
of pictures, unltd. clothing changes and YB,

only $149.95.
A Master Image 503/246-6563 
www.LoveOurPictures.com

Margaret A dams You have all seen featured playlists of music artists, but now 
you can see the playlists of West Linn High School Staff. NewStaff Reporter

to each Amplifier issue, we will have a featured staff memmber’s favorite songs. This month, Andy 
West tells us his favorite 15 songs.
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Name Time Artist Album

3 Cortez the Killer © 7:31 Neil Young Zuma T í
3 Styrofoam Boots/ Ifs All Nice o.. 6:53 Modest Mouse © The Lonesome Crowded West
3 Lives © 3:18 Modest Mouse Ö The Moon & Antarctica O
3 In Memory of Elizabeth Reed © 6:58 The Allman Brothers.. Idlewild South ©
01 Shining Star © 2:52 Earth, Wind, and Fire © That's the Way of the World
8 Stormy Monday © 4:09 Bobby "Blue" Bland © 20th Century Masters - The Mill ©
d The Great Intoxication AV 2:37 David Byrne © Look Into the Eyeball o
3 Song of Myself © 17:58 Walt Whitman Leaves of Grass ©
8 Without a Face © 3:36 Rage Against the Ma. .© Evil Empire ©
a Soul Suckin' Jerk © 3:57 Beck © Mellow Gold ©

1 a Fight the Power © 4:43 Public Enemy © Fear of a Black Planet o
a Karma Police © 4:23 Radiohead © OK Computer ©
a Hell © 3:12 Squirrel Nut Zippers © Hot 0

: a This Land is Your Land © 2:40 Woody Guthrie © This Land is Your Land o
a America o 3:33 Simon and Garfunkel © The Best of Simon and Garfun..----------------- ,----------------------- —------------- .
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