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Porta l  a n d Very Few Nigerians Recieve .Wages
Tills is tii* fourth in *  series of i monds, bauxite, m ineral oil and 

articles on Nigeria und the customs,
thoughts and culture of the popula- j uranium.

In addition to all these na tu ra l 
potentialities, N igeria possesses
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Why A Brotherhood Week

BY EPHRAIM LAYODE
NIGERIA—A Leading P ro tec­

torate N ation—In N igeria only a 
very small proportion of this 
huge populace receives wages. 
T here are no industries on a large 
scale, except the p lan tations and 
mines. The G overnm ent controls 
m any departm ents, hence in the 
country  its industry  can give 
w ork to very few people.

The wages are too sm all, n o th ­
ing short of a hand to m outh ex ist­
ence. Many of the w orkers are

This week, February 15 to 23, is observed throughout the classified as unskilled laborers
country as Brotherhood Week. Certainly a week all Ameri­
cans can take cognizance of. Brotherhood Week, begs the 
individual to examine himself in the light of religious morals 
and principles and base his day to day livng-practices ac­
cordingly.

In a country where the individual is respected and his right 
to live a sa free man goes unchallenged, one may wonder 
why the necessity for a Brotherhood Week; likewise, why 
Fair Employment Practices and other civil rights statutes.

Closer scrutiny of most Americans’ concept of individual 
freedom readily reveals flaws in our strict interpretation of 
the Constitution which affords this freedom to the American 
people.

Boastful as we Americans are of our basic freedoms, we 
still admit to stupifying paradoxes that disrupt advancement 
at home and hurt prestige abroad. Worst of all, it threatens 
our national unity, an essential tenet to any progressive 
country.

Most Americans have yet to learn and accept the individ­
ual freedom rights of all their brother citizens. Race, religion 
and national origin prejudices come to the fore to block such 
acceptance. Yet, the realization of this necessary Constitution­
al right is the basis of the American democratic form of gov­
ernment.

Whether we like it or not, as men in a society where peace 
is essential for human survival, we must throw away prides 
that stand in the way of individual freedom. We must submit 
to our religious teachings and common sense and righteously 
practice democracy.

Race is a biological classification of man according to cer­
tain physical characteristics; religion is the recognition o 
man’s relation to a divine or superhuman power to whom 
obedience and reverence are due. To resort to these as basis 
for prejudice in an attempt to justify superior feelings revea 
a weakness in man’s ability to benefit from “freedom educa­
tion.”

Let’s examine ourselves and follow the dictates of human 
dignity and respect. Man is man and as man he reserves the 
cherished right of recognition, not as a group, but as an in­
dividual. Without this principle in mind, freedom is a lost 
goal, hard to obtain and psychologically hard to realize for 
the “kicked around” minority.

So we have a Brotherhood Week.

and they are poorly paid, especial 
ly those who are not fo rtunate  to 
have some kind of education. The 
independent farm ers in villages 
and farm s have the sam e difficul­
ties to face. In  the first place, they 
are not encouraged by the B ritish 
governm ent or by any organized 
groups to im prove the ir m ethods 
for large and easier production.
And w here such organizations 
exist, they are not ye t strong  
enough to have a large d irecting 
aim ing pow er w hich w ill enable 
them  to sell well and profitably.

Accept Any Price 
The resu lt is, w hile they p ro ­

duce too little  w ith the m axim um  
hum an energy, they are also 
bound to accept any price from  1 Qf course w ith  the  perm ission of

which can cheaply be 
used to generate electric pow er, 
for instance, righ t now, the  N i­
gerian E lectricity  Supply Corpo­
ration, Ltd., is producing 14 m il­
lion kilow atts of electricty  per 
year from  its stations a t K aura, 
K w all and Jek k o  Falls, w ith  
which tin  m ines are supplied w ith 
pow er around Jos, a fairly  big 
city rich in  tin.

Natural Wealth
In view of the  foregoing facts, 

therefore we can righ tly  come to 
the conclusion th a t N igeria, ranks 
in poten tial w ith  o ther economic 
pow ers of the world. Only very  
few countries in the  w orld today, 
have such im m ense n a tu ra l 
w ealth , so varied  and yet so con­
centrated  w ith in  th e ir borders.

But in spite of this economic 
potential, and as I pointed out in 
my previous w ritings, the  country  
lacks the political pow er to de­
velop her resources so necessary 
to obtain, if N igeria is to m ain ­
tain a dem ocratic w ay of life and 
higher s tandard  of living. H ow ­
ever, some progress has been 
m ade in the line of sm all business.

N igeria today has fifteen  banks, 
w ith  branches all over the coun­
try , independent of any foreign 
m anagem ent, th a t is, they are 
purely  run  by N igerian  bankers,

the European buyers. In turn , they 
fix the prices of m anufactured  
goods brought back to the country  
to be sold to the people. There 
has been a defin ite  increase in  the 
unskilled  populace, because edu­
cation is still the  luxury  of the 
w ealthy.

N igeria ranks as one of the fo re­
most nations, rich in poten tial 
w ealth. In m ineral resources, N i­
geria is extensively  rich  in tin, 
tan talite , coal, gold, iron, zinc, 
groundnuts, rubber, cotton, cocoa, 
palm  products, silver lead, dia-

Civil Rights Bill Topic of Meeting
A letter was read from Sen­

ator Phil Hitchcock, Klamath 
Falls legislator who introduced 
the civil rights bill now in com­
mittee, and reports given by rep 
resentatives Phil Roth and Mon. 
roe Sweetland at the monthly 
meeting of the National Assoeia 
tion for the Advancement of Col­
ored People last Sunday at the 
Williams avenue YWCA.

they are in an excellent position 
to affect public opinion.

Republican Roth stated that 
the support of many of the down- 
state legislators will be a big 
help.

The meeting was then opened 
to discussion from the floor and 
board member Edgar Williams 
recalled past efforts to establish 
uncivil rights bill. He then made

In his letter Hitchcok said luyfan appeal for funds to continue
house -s iexpects a fight in the 

ho hopes the bill will npC stay 
too long before the judiciary com 
mittce so as not to give the oppo­
sition time to solidify.

Monroe Sweetland, one of the 
other leaders in the fight to pass 
the bill, said, "the situation is 
more uncertain than discourag­
ing." He also stated that if Sen­
ators Richard Neuberger and 
Hitchcock come to the lower 
house and help steer the bill, it 
should pass.

Sweetland read the essence of 
the bill, telling exactly the scope 
and lights guaranteed by the pro 
posed law. He pointed out to the 
high schiHil students present that

the fight for passage and $45 
was collected quickly.

The youth group under the di­
rection of Bob Herndon held their 
first installation of officers since 
reorganization of the group. Those 
installed were Grover Campbell, 
president; Sam Whitney, vice 
president; Betty Lou Miller, sec­
ond vice president; Joan Johnson, 
secretary; Shirlene Poacher, as­
sistant secretary; Warren W ash­
ington and Evelyn Muckleroy, 
treasurers; and F.arl Bouey and 
Fannie Mae Whitney, sergennw- 
at-arms.

The group was sworn in by the 
president of the local NAACP 
branch, Otto Rutherford.

Vancouver Gets 
New Business

J. W illard Parks, form erly of 
Canton, Ohio, who now resides 
in V ancouver, W ash., opened of- I 
ficially for business on Jan u ary  I 
5th. P arks Agency offers ser- j
vices in bookkeeping, public ty p ­
ing, no tary  public, tax  service, 
and general agent.

P rio r to  coming to V ancouver, 
he operated  an  
ad justm en t and 
collections se r­
vice in the C an­
ton - M assilon 
area in Ohio.
Mr. P ark s  also
w orked as a 
special agen t 
for the Suprem e 
L iberty  In su r­

ance in  th a t area.
Besides com pleting a course in 

business a t the School of C red­
its and Collections in Roanoke,

the B ritish governm ent. These 
banks carry  on business w ith  
banks all over the  world, except 
Russia.

Many Good Schools
T here are schools opened by 

i p rivate  educationists, o thers by 
the  m issionaries and the  B rtish  
governm ent. There are teachers’ 
colleges all over the  country, 
m ostly m issionaries’ colleges. N i­
geria has now a U niversity  col­
lege affiliated  to London un ive r­
sity.

A t the m om ent, very  lim ited 
courses are offered, since it is still 
in the stage of infancy. There are 
no public schools or com pulsory 
mass education, as in A m erica or

League Officer 
Hits Race Tags'

A ttacking an ti-m inority  stei’- 
eotyping procedures, E. Shelton 
Hill, industrial secretary  of the 
U rban league, said Sunday n ight 
th a t by exam ining ju s t one p a rt 
of the  individual we do not get 
an adequate perspective. H ill was 
guest speaker a t the B rotherhood 
week program  held at the V an­
couver Avenue M ethodist Church, 
3138 N. V ancouver avenue, spon­
sored by the educational com m it­
tee of the church.

O ther speakers w ere Miss Mar- 
celine Casey and Sam uel W hit­
ney, whose tex ts w ere the  origin 
of B rotherhood w eek and “Ne- 

V irginia, he studied public rela- ! 8roes in A ction” respectively.

in England, w here ch ildren  go to
school freely. In  all our schools 
and colleges, we pay school fees, 
buy our own textbooks and other 
school m aterials, from  the  first 
day of getting  into school, un til 
the last day in  school.

This is not very  good, especially 
for a country  like N igeria. We 
feel there  should be public school 
system  and o ther m any fine 
am enities in the line of education, 
in order th a t the  youths of the 
country  m ay have proper educa­
tion.

Nigeria Vast Territory
In conclusion, and in order to 

refresh  the m em ories of m y read ­
ers, a quick sum m ary  of w hat has 
been said before w ill be given. 
F irst, N igeria has a vast te rrito ry . 
The to tal area of the country  is 
372,696 square miles. The a tte n ­
tion of the read e r is called to the 
enorm ous size of the country.

By com parison, if th e  whole 
area of Jap an  w ere spread  over 
N igeiia, it would cover less than  
half of the country. The total 
area of G reat B rita in  w ould cover 
about a q u arte r of the sam e coun­
try . To bring the com parison 
closer home, the to tal a rea  of N i­
geria w ould cover about eleven 
la rgest states in  A m erica pu t to ­
gether.

Secondly, the popula tion  of N i­
geria, now  said to be about 40,- 
000,000, is rea lly  considerable. 
This is more th an  four tim es the 
population of A ustralia , w hich is 
7 m illion. It is four tim es the 
population of Canada, w hich is 
10 m illion, to go fu rth e r more, it 
is m ore than  the  populations of 
Spain  and P ortugal com bined.

Thirdly, N igeria ranks among 
those so-called leading nations of 
the w orld, I m ean those w hich 
are the  forem ost ow ners of po­
ten tia l w ealth. The resources of 
Nigeria, both  m ineral and ag ri­
cu ltu ra l are rich and  varied.

Taking all the facts as sta ted  
above into consideration. I t is 
therefore not out of the w ay, to 
say th a t N igeria, is indeed a lead ­
ing p ro tec to rate  national in  W est 
Africa. N ext issue: Lagos—The 
C apital City of Nigeria.

§

J. W iuard 
Parks

tions at the N ational Academ y of 
Broadcasting in W ashington, D.C.,

Speaking extem poraneously , 
Hill said tha t envy betw een mem-

and also took a course in photog- bers of the sam e m inority  was
raphy. also having a de trim en tal effect

W hile serv ing  w ith  the Navy on d ie in terracial situation. He 
at Saufley Field. Pcnsacolo. Fla.. ; observed tha t ra th e r than  pull 
ie  served as chief lib rary  clerk each o ther down, m em bers of m:-
in charge of the public in form a­
tion office. A num ber of Naval 
ibraries w ere set up by him.

P arks is affiliated  w ith  the 
V ancouver branch of the NAACP 
and is w orking w ith  the Youth 
O rganization. He served as a 
m em ber of the reasearch  com­
m ittee appointed by the N ation­
al Office to investigate the Harry’ 
T. Moore case in Florida.

P arks Agency is located a t 
516 Mr Main stree t in V ancouver. 
His telephone num ber is 3-2181.

S T E W A R T ’S C L E A N E R S  
O I T F  S k i  G R E E N  S T A M P S !

norities should be try ing  to help 
each other.

Tracing the history of b ro th er­
hood week, Miss Casey accred­
ited the National Council of 
C hristians and Jew s w ith  its o r­
igination. She advised th a t we 
should live brotherhood, believe 
in it and support it not just 
during  brotherhood week but all 
during  our everyday existence.

W hitney spoke on the life of 
M ary McLeod Bethune, noted 
Negro educator and president of 
Bethune-Cookm an college in 
Florida.

Real Estate Firm 
Helps Integration

How can a N egro-ow ned bus­
iness en terprise  p lay  an active 
part in the program  for b e tte r  in ­
terracial relations? H erm an C. 
P lum m er real esta te  and  com­
pany is a good exam ple of this. 
C elebrating the ir fou rth  an n iv er­
sary, they  now boast a new  of­
fice and a business volum e w hich 
has doubled itself since 1950. The 
staff is com prised of 10 salesm en 
and tw o secretaries.

Besides this, and as a con tribu ­
tion to Negro socio-economic ad ­
vancem ent, the com pany has ac­
tively dedicated itself to the p ro j­
ect of “m aking it possible for N e­
groes to buy and live in com ­
m unities of the ir own choosing.” 
They are  presently engaged in a 
new low-cost, spot housing pro-% 
gram  which affords living accomg 
odations for fam ilies in any  lo­
cation which they choose to pro­
vide. P lans are in the offing for 
the establishm ent of a general 
insurance company.

Q uite aw are of the  am ount of 
com m unity response, P lum m er 
says, “we feel tha t the  grow th of 
the business has been greatly  
aided by the encouragem ent, co-- 
operation and confidence th a t the 
older citizens have displayed.”

From  K ansas City, Kansas. 
P lum m er and his w ife L onnetta  
have both had considerable ex ­
perience in real estate and in su r­
ance en terprises. P lum m er a t­
tended Lincoln un iversity  in J e f ­
ferson. M issouri w here he ma- *
jored in economics.

S T E W A R T ’S  C L E A N E R S  
G I T E  S k i  G R E E N  S T A M P S ’


