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By Sudhakar Bhat
The India

Sudhaker Bhat is a reporter on The
Times of India of Bombay and re-
cently spent three months as a re-
porter on the Oregonian, Portland
newspaper daily. He was with this
paper under the anspices of the Unit-
ed States Department, This guest
article is his last written work be-
fore returning to hic native land.

Reporter, Times of

Whenever an Indian (from In-
dia) visits the United States he
1s inevitably faced with questions
regarding what is termed un-
touchability and the SYS-
tem

Conversely, an American writ-
er in India is deluged with ques-
tions regarding the status of the
Negro in the United States.

India, a colored country itself,
1Is hypersensitive and touchy
about racial and color diserimina-
tion wherever it may exist par-
ticularly in the United States
which is wedded to the dictum
“All men are created equal.”

Max Yergan, an American Ne-
gro, who was in India in the
early part of 1951 to attend the
Congress for Cultural

caste

India: Caste System
Amercia: Race Bias

the law in every respect, but cer-

tain exclusive privileges which
the “touchables” do not have
Untouchability has been made

a cognizable offence and has been
statutorily abolished by our con.
stitution. If a restaurant, or a
temple or any other place nor-
mally open to the public refuses
to admit an untouchable, the per

son or persons responsible are
liable to arrest, and upon con-
viction, to a fine or imprison-

ment or both.

The untouchables, who along

with other backward people have

been grouped together in the In-
dian constitution as backword

classes, are given reservation of

seats in the federal and state leg-

islatures, get preference in re-

| gard to admission in education-

Freedom |

in Bombay, declared that today |

the Negroes in the United States

can claim complete equality with |

white Americans.

Perhaps they can. But it is un- |

deniable
a deplorable extent exisits in
some of the southern American
states.
Good News in Paper

A few days ago I had a dis-
cussion with a white American
regarding the status of the Ne-

that discrimination to |

gro in the United States, and he |

saild that I could send a news
item to my home paper, The
Times of India of Bombay, that
in 1952 there
lynching in the United States.

While I admitted that it was
good news I related to him what
3 friend of mine once said. “The
only time good news will get

was not a single |

into the newspapers will be when |

people become so bad that thev
do nothing but crazy things and
good things become the excep-
tion.” From that point of view
the news was worthy of publica-
tion.

There countless people in
thesUniteq States who denounce
color discrimination and make
every effort to get rid of it. And,
possibly, such good people out
number the bad ones who want
to perpetuate color prejudice.

But so long as the abominable
thing exists even to a small ex-
tent, it constitutes a blot on the
fair name of any country, how-
ever great in other respects.

are

But while an alien like me
condemns color [)l'l'_lur‘ll('t.“ I am
not blind to the great many ex-
ceedingly good quahlws of all
Americans—-—white and non-
white,

Caste System Noted

People in the United States and

elsewhere are likely to point the
finger at India and say that my
country has the caste system. But
the caste system, deplorable as
it 1s, does nobody any harm, ex-
cept that part of it which 1s
called untouchability.

But we Indians are proud of the
fact that the untouchables to
day have not only equality before

stitution drafting committee. He | and that by closer cooperation b
is Dr. B. R. Ambedkar, M. A, tween individuals and group
Ph.D., LL. D., a brilliant alumnus I much more \'|‘I|HF'||-'”]{ gan
of Columbia university. A few.|could be made toward erasing
months ago, he came to the Uni- | the local discrimination problem
teq States to receive an honorary Mother of two girls, Mrs. John
! doctorate from Columbia univer- | son is quite active in civic af
sity for the invaluable work he | fairs. She serves on the admin
has done for India. And Dr. Am- | jstrative staffs of the Portland
bedkar is not an exceptlon, [ Council of Church Women, Chair
though not the rule either mans Day Camp Committee of
That shows the heights to which iln-- Girl Scouts, Portland Council
untouchables have risen. But, it|,f Parents and Teschers and i
must be admitted that large nunw | Boise elementary PTA.
bers of them still live in poor! &he resides at 623 N. Morri
conditions. But we in India ex-| peet
pect, and pray, that their condi -
tion will come up to the level of | . -
the others in the next five or ten RaCIal Ban Hll

al instifutions and in recruitment
to government service. It is stat-
utorily necessary to have a back-
ward class minister in charge
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of backward class welfare in ev-
ery Indian state—and such min-
isters exist.
Untouchability Going
These and other privileges, and
the supreme inspiration and lead

ership of Mahatma Gandhi for
the betterment of these people
whom he called Harijans, mean

ing God's people, have served to
alleviate their condition, and to-
day by and large untouchability
does not exist in India.
And what greater proof
there be of the better condition
of the untouchables today than
that an untouchable should have
been the chairman of India's con

can

years., After all, centuries of ne-
glect cannot be wiped out over-
night

Last Rites Held

Funeral services were held Sa
urday, February 14 at Bf‘tr;--i
AME church for Miss Ethel Mae
Harris, 20, w! died Februar
10 at The Dalles, Ore

Miss Harris had been confin
to the hospital in The Dalles

the past five years

For bElhel Harris

Vas sololst

included Edd

Mllbearers

Webb, Buster Rivers, Jams

Thompson, Booker T. Taylor, Da
1 Lanier and Seth Hill
Survivor included 15t
ristine Wilson and Je P
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Chemawa School Archibald F. Carey Notes

Dangers in Race Hatred

Employs Negro

Miss Lucy Fugham Hendrick
of Norfolk, Virginia, became the
first Negro teacher to be em

ployed at the
ated Chemawa Indian school near
Salem, Oregon. Miss Hendricks
began work at the school Decem

government-oper

[ ber 8 following a civil service
appointment.
The new appointee 1s teaching

[9th and 10th grade classes in nu-
tritional home economics. She 1i:
[a 1951 graduate, with a B. S de

gree, of St. Paul's Polytechnic
Institute, Lawrenceville, Va. She
[ took advanced work at Virginia

State college Petersburg
| Miss Hendricks
ivmpln_\'t'(i as an assistant dietitian
fat Norfolk Community

_I Chemawa, a boarding
| for Indian students from
| Northwest reservations,

;abmlt 70 teachers and
| instructors, the majority of whom
and a few Indian
Miss Hend

was formerly
hospital,
.\‘t'h\'ml
Pacifi
employs

| are Caucasian,
|  Officials
rick's application
| ever received from a Negro.
[ found Miss Hendrick outstanding
ly well qualifiel for the
ment.

The new teacher finds her work
interesting and reports that the
Indian children are as eager to
learn about her racial background
as they are to know about vita-
mins and food

believe
was

appoint

values

Neligence Cited
In Discrimination

That Portlanders
about the problems of

negligent
local

are

dis

crimination was emphasized by
Mrs. Aldridge Johnson, guest
peaker at a program sponsored
{ by the Intercultural Friendship
club at First Baptist church, 909
WW. 11th avenue, Wednesday
morning

Mrs. Johnson said also that tne
concept exemplified particularix
during brotherhood month shou'd

be practiced throughout the vem

vocational |

the first |
They.

; their best

lence

Archibald F. Carey, left, minister, attorney and alderman from Chi-
cago, told a Republican crowd that discrimination hurt American
prestige abroad in a talk at Lincoln Day banquet at Lincoln high
| school Saturday. William C. Robison listens.

Methodist
('Illt';l,i.:n

Archibald F. C
minister, attorney
alderman, urged minorities to put
foot and fto
the excel

to permeate

arey.
and

forward
“permit character of
everything you
talk at the

do,” In a 55-minute

'Lincoln Day celebration in Lin
coln high school cafeteria last
Saturday night

Carey told the majorities they
should abandon the practice of

"I rights bill. which wa

. against

disecrimination in America. “It's
just enlightenment of self
imterest to discrimination
in order to release the talent and
America's

sheer
cease
treasure of all peo
ple,” said Carey

He noted that every crisis in

Equality Measure
Still in Comunittee

Action on the |J:a||1-|.('f{ civil

imntroduced
to the legisiature by Senator Phil
Hitchcock of K Falls,

still forthcoming. The bill is pre
judiciary committee
out of 30
the bill,

sentative have

lamath
ently 1n the
Nineteen

l-:|.'..\1"l'li

senato,

nave while 27

ot ol 60 repre
an imdorsement of the hll
bill before

legislature, 1t

1gned
As the
the

now stands
would make it
diseriminate

any

a misdemeanor to

members of race in

any place of public accommoda
tion, resort or amusement. The
victim of such discrimination

would have basis for a ecivil suit

BY Olympla Blll Board to Hear

A unanimous vote of the Wasl
Ingten state senate 1pp1
mecasure banning racial dise
nation 1n athletic tournament

enati Th [ { cel

Introduced by Sen: Patric}
D the nd eatt D '
$ } . prever .

. | " o1 4
i the i

. Eliot Opponents

Opponent { the Flint avenue

Eliot

the
come forward. (
great Negro
history that made the

NI'HTII cit
‘arey cited
American

America has seen
1zen
men in
grade when
given the

Discrimination Hurts

opportunity

Carey illustrated with with
known Negro men as Dr. Daniel
Hale Williams, and Percy Julian,
medicine; Dr. George Washing
ton Carver, sclence Joe Loul
and Jackie Robinson, sports: and
Matt Henson, explorer

The active Chicagoan said that
continued practice of discrimina
tion 1s causing irreparable dam
age to United States prestige in
world affan

He saluted the people of Ore
gon for the enactment of a fai
employment practice law which,
Carey said enables employment
by 8kill rather than by kin

More than 700 people heard
Care who spoke 1n 25 cities in
behalf of President Eise nhower
during the 1952 Presidential cam
Palpgn

Carey spoke under the auspice

the Multnomah county Re
publican central committee, Don
ald Walke Wwa ‘eneral f'h.’il:
man of the banqu
O
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