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Notice to Readers

THERE WILL BE NO JANUARY 3, 2018 ISSUE OF THE BAKER COUNTY
PRESS SO THAT WE CAN TAKE A LITTLE BREAK FOR OUR FAMILY
DURING WHAT IS TYPICALLY ONE OF THE SLOWEST NEWS WEEKS
OF THE YEAR. WE'LL BE BACK JANUARY 12 AS USUAL WITH A
DOUBLE ISSUE. THANK YOU.

— EDITORIAL —

forts. Not so much as a fine issued
there. Again, no criminal charges

Theories abound as to why the
Hammonds were treated differ-
ently, but the fact remains—they
were. We believe it comes back t¢
that old adage about the nail that
sticks up highest gets hammered
down first.

It’s time to
free the
Hammonds And now we have a federal
whistleblower within the BLM

We were thinking about resolu- who released in his internal inves
tions and such during this, the endtigation report documenting gross
of yet another year. What we’d likemisconduct by that agency, inclug
to see is President Trump resolve ing targeting of the Bundy family,
to pardon the Hammonds and righe mistrial there, and corroboratior
a miscarriage of justice. of the testimony of witnesses whc

Right now we have a couple of spoke out in favor of the Bundys
Harney County ranchers sitting  and/or the Hammonds.
in prison essentially as domestic ~ We understand that the man
terrorists for burning of few acres heading up the Bundy raid, and
of publicly-managed land while  several other raids like them, wen
acting as stewards for their own. so far as to keep a kill list of U.S.

Their sentences are more severecitizens he was proud of torment-
than those we often see for the peing and even pushing to suicide ir
petrators of violent crimes—rape, at least one incident. He has sinc
manslaughter, assault and battery been relieved of his position.

... and sometimes, yes, even mur- Allegations of corruption within
der. these land-management agencies

Since the Hammonds submitted not part of some conspiracy theor
to custody, we have watched as they’re proven facts.
the USFS (United States Forest We were told by our congress-
Service) and the BLM (Bureau of man'’s staff that clemency paper-
Land Management) let their own work has already been handed to
burn projects get out of control, or the Executive Branch of our Fed-
failed to correctly get the jump on eral government, and in the hand
wildfires, allowing them to acci- of the President and Vice Preside
dentally cross onto private lands. We hope the President signs it an
No compensation to the landown- puts an end to this ugly chapter.
ers—ever. Certainly no criminal These men have wives and
charges pursued. children at home without their

We have watched other landownhusbands and fathers, trying to
ers right here in Baker County let continue their family ranch operas-
slashpile burning cross onto feder-tions on their own. They could us
ally managed lands, resulting in ara blessing.
expensive firefighting effort that

. . . —The Baker County Press Editorial Boarg
involved helicopter suppression ef-
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— GUEST OPINION —
Tax reform

for Oregon

By Congressman Greg Walden

Pro-growth tax reform is on its way
to hardworking, middle-class Ameri-
cans. And it's about time.

The biggest percentage of tax
reductions next year will go to those
earning between $20,000 and $50,00
a year. That's according to the Joint
Committee on Taxation. An eastern
D Oregon family earning the median
income of approximately $50,000 a
year will pay about $1,300 less next
year. Over the next eight years that's
a savings of $10,400 for that family.

What does that mean across the

Submitted Photo
Rep. Greg Walden (R-Hood River)
represents Oregon’s 2nd Congres-
sional District, which includes 20
counties in central, southern and
eastern Oregon.
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Age to purchase
tobacco raised to 21

Oregon will soon start
enforcing a new law that
raised the required mini-

and $500 for store owners;

"The earlier kids start

for managers and owners, using tobacco, the more at

the fines double by the

mum age to legally buy or third offense.

obtain tobacco products
from 18 to 21.

OHA's Public Health
Division is authorized

SB 754, known as Tobac-to enforce the minimum

co 21, has been in effect
since Gov. Kate Brown
signed it into law Aug. 9,
2017, with enforcement
and fines beginning Jan. 1,
2018.

Oregon is the fifth state
to increase the age to
purchase tobacco, after

and New Jersey.
Under the new law,

retailers can no longer sell ing tobacco products and
tobacco products or inhal- inhalant delivery systems
ant delivery systems, such is proven to reduce youth

as a pipe or vaporizing

age of tobacco sales law
and coordinates with the
Oregon State Policy to
conduct state-sponsored
compliance inspections.
Katrina Hedberg, MD,
Oregon's state health of-
ficer and epidemiologist

risk they are for becom-

ing addicted to tobacco
and developing chronic
diseases such as heart dis-
ease, asthma and cancer,"
Hedberg said.

Help is available for
anyone in Oregon ready to
quit tobacco. Call Oregon's
toll-free Quit Line at
800-QUIT-NOW (800-
784-8669) or visit www.
quitnow.net.

based at the Oregon Health People who see a retailer
California, Hawaii, Maine  Authority Public Health

Division, said raising the
minimum age for buy-

initiation of tobacco use.

selling tobacco products or
inhalant delivery systems
to someone younger than
21 can report the violation
with the business name,
address and other informa-
tion to Tobacco.Inspec-

device, to people younger She noted nine of 10 adultstions@state.or.us.
report they started smoking Learn more about Tobacco
before they were 19, and 21 at www.HealthOregon.

than 21. Violations of the
law are punishable by a
fine of $50 for employees,
$250 for store managers

nearly 100 percent start
before age 26.

org/tobaccoretailsales.



