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The angels
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In her spare time, Overman paints angels with specific themes such as peace and healing.
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Lead found
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water
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On September 9, the Baker County Health Department
issued a press release stating it had been notified by the
Baker 5J School District that water test levels containing
lead have been reported at schools across the area.

5J Superintendant Mark Witty issued a letter with the
following information:

Haines Elementary

Total samples tested: 26 with no samples exceeding 20
ppb (parts per billion).

North Baker Education Center

26 samples tested with samples exceeding 20 ppb from
three sinks or other sources, resulting in all three sinks
being shut off. Drinking fountains were not found to have
elevated levels.

SEE LEAD IN WATER PAGE 5

Veterans
Administration
reforms
continue

Days after meeting with local veterans in Medford, U.S.
Rep. Greg Walden (R-Hood River) announced Wednes-
day that the House of Representatives has passed bipar-
tisan legislation to bring accountability and reform to the
Veterans Administration (VA). Walden took to the House
floor in support of the bill, the VA Accountability First
and Appeals Modernization Act (H.R. 5620).

Walden said, “On Saturday morning in Medford, Or-
egon, | met with about 40 veterans who are furious about
the delays in getting access to care, and the fact that they
can’t maintain providers at the local facility.

“And everything in this bill, interestingly enough, came
up in our discussion. ‘How come you're paying bonuses
to people that aren’t doing their job?’—this bill fixes that.
‘Why is it when we raise complaints internally, there’s
retribution?’—this bill protects whistleblowers. ‘Why
isn't there more transparency about what happens inside
the VA?'—this bill gets at that. Accountability and trans-
parency will lead us to a better VA.

“We need to reform the VA. We need to take care of
our men and women in uniform. We need to claw back
bonuses. We need to get this ship righted. This is a funda-
mentally broken system that needs repair—I think we all
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