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BHS's new principal
starts first year here

BY SAMANTHA
O’CONNER

Samantha@TheBakerCountyPress.com

Baker High School has
begun a new year with
its new principal Greg
Mitchell.

Mitchell grew up in Kel-
so, Washington. He began
his career in education pri-
marily as a theater teacher,
teaching acting in different
camps and a few years at
Binghamton University in
New York. He has been
in education for 20 years,
twelve of which he was an
administrator.

Mitchell attended Wil-
lamette University as
an undergrad and also
received his MAT doing
student teaching in the
Salem district. He earned
his MFA in acting in New
York where he taught act-
ing as part of his graduate
assistantship, teaching as a
graduate assistant teacher
for a few years.

He was hired as a guest
artist at Cornell University
in New York where he
taught and performed in
their theater productions.
A few years after being
at Cornell, he went into
regular public education
in Salem for eight years
asa Ianguag_e arts teacher non, he went to Glencoe
he recaived his Leadership Hioh Schoo! n Hilsboro
Administrative Certificate. for eight years as a vice
Mitchell then moved to
Lebanon as a vice principal
for a year.

“That's when the
budget crunch hit in the
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BHS Principal Greg Mitchell.

early 2000s when we got
slammed and they were
laying off all the assistant
principals. | was the only
assistant principal left that
they still had in the dis-
trict,” explained Mitchell.
“I was at the middle school
and then they eliminated
my position.”

After his time in Leba-

years before coming to
Baker.

Mitchell is working on
a needs analysis for the
high school, finding what
the staff wants to see as
primary things to work on
and where they want to go
with the high school.

“We know we want to
serve the community,”
stated Mitchell. “We want
to be in alignment with the
district office’s goals and
vision for being the center
of economic vitality for
the region. I'd like to see
us continue to grow and
providing a support to our

kids so that we are training
a viable work force for the
economic development in
our community. | know
there’s been a lot going on
with that and so however
we can serve, that's what
we want to do.”

The high school is
currently in the double

above the state aver-
age. They are looking to
improve the math scores,
which are lower than the
others.

“We're doing pretty well
and I'm pretty happy to be
here,” Mitchell said.

principal, where he did
curriculum and instruction.
Mitchell was the principal
at Central High School in
Independence for three

Community Bank awards $16K for good grades

B

increase occurred the fol-
munity Bank’s Earn While lowing year with $11,173
You Learn Program has  paid out in 2013; $11,939
set an all-time high in cash to 531 students in 2014.
awards paid to student-cus-Last year $12,581 went
tomers for their academic to 576 students. This year
success. For the 2016 pay nearly $16,000 brings the
out period, 730 students  program’s grand total of
in the Eastern Oregon and academic award money to
Southeast Washington area$62,473.
cashed in on their good The Baker City branch
grades. Community Bank’s awarded $754 to 36
student customers earned astudent-customers.
total of $15,910! The program is designed
Since the bank’s to encourage students in
program began in 2011 their academic success
earnings have steadily by awarding Commu-
increased. In the first nity Bank Youth Savings
year of the Bank’s Earn accounts customers for
While You Learn Program their good grades. During
just five years ago, 190 the months of June and
students were paid $3,895. July, all Community Bank
Atotal of $6,975 was branches accepted end- the report card, Communi- given for the whole school
paid to over 275 student-  of-the-year report cards  ty Bank deposited $1 into  year in June and July.
customers in 2012. Abig  from students in grades 1sttheir Community Bank

The sixth year of Com-

Submitted Photo.

Emese and Axel Marvin of Baker City

through 12th. For every
top grade in a main school
subject (A-, A, A+ for
middle and high school,
and S+, E, etc. for grade
school) that appeared on

Youth Savings Account.
The Earn While You
Learn Program is an an-
nual reward of $1 per top
grade, up to $50 annually

digits with their test scores,

per student, with payments

Hells Canyon Inn

o Half-pound never
frozen burgers!

o Sports and NFL
packages!

o Kid-friendly
outdoor eating
area.

o Locally sourced
ingredients

Open 6 days a week
4-8 p.m. M-FE, 12-8
p-m. Sat. & Sun.
Closed Tuesdays

WIN ME!

Amy & Rick Lord
53945 Hwy 86
Oxbow, Oregon

Ruger LC9S-LM wnth matchmg laser

Only 500 tickets to be sold

Only $10 cach
Call 541-519-5035 or 541-519-0053 for more
info.
TicKets available at Ace Hardware or any
local GOP volunteer

www,BakerRepublicans.com
Drawing will be held by December 31, 2016 or when tickels
sell out,

MAQQ{JFRADF BALL

OCTOBER 29, 2016
AT THE HISTORIC GEISER GRAND

Tickets are just $25 each.
Buy yours today at the front desk of
The Geiser Grand Hotel or online at

www.theBakerCountyPress.com

‘Gold Rush’ cast appearance * Carriage rides
Gothic specialty cocktails ¢ Limited theme menu
Music and dancing
Special TAPS family “reveal” for
ticketholders only!
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The Talk of Eastern Oregon (T

KBKR 1490AM Baker City - KLBM 1450AM La Grande S
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Keeping an eye on
Big Government

SATURDAY 11AM

Leo Castillo talks with guests here at home, and
from around the world, about how to keep it sane.

sunday night at 8

LIVE & LOCAL
SPORTS TALK

MON-FRI 3-6

74




