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Local
Cfity bans marfijuana stores, 
recefives OTEC checks

By Gfina K. Swartz

Gfina@TheBakerCountyPress.com

   Tuesday’s Cfity Councfil 
meetfing began and ended 
fin executfive sessfion meet-
fing wfith legal counsel to 
dfiscuss lfitfigatfion finvolvfing 
the Cfity. 
    The regular sessfion 
began wfith Councfilor 
Rfichard Langrell leadfing 
the Pledge of Allegfiance 
and finvocatfion. Mayor 
Mofiser, Councfilors Lan-
grell, Downfing, Augenfeld, 
and Thomas were present 
whfile Councfilors Merrfill 
and Abell were absent. 
    After the agenda mfinutes 
from the prevfious meet-
fing were approved. Mayor 
Mosfier next called for 
cfitfizen partficfipatfion. 
   OTEC.
    OTEC Publfic Relatfions 
and Government Affafirs 
Manager, Lara Petfitclerc-
Stokes, accompanfied by 
Board of Dfirector mem-
bers Aletha Bonebrake and 
Charlene Chase presented 
councfil wfith a quarterly 
Baker County franchfise 
check fin the amount of 
$105,715.  
   A second check fin the 
amount of $1,000 was pre-
sented for the golf course 
conservatfion efforts. 
   “OTEC realfizes the 
fimportance of the golf 
course to the economfic 
stabfilfity and vfiabfilfity to the 
County,” safid Petfitclerc-
Stokes. Councfil was also 
finformed that the OTEC 
board of dfirectors had ap-
proved 10 scholarshfips fin 
the amount of $5,000 each 
for Baker County students 
havfing parents or guard-
fians that are members of 
OTEC. The wfinners wfill 
be notfiffied by mafil.
  Crossroads.
    The Councfil was next 
addressed by Gfinger Sav-
age, Executfive Dfirector 
of Crossroads Carnegfie 
Art Center regardfing thefir 
lease, a 99-year lease 
provfided by the Cfity. Sav-
age noted that terms of the 
lease finclude Crossroads 
befing responsfible for costs 
finsfide the bufildfing whfile 
the Cfity fis responsfible for 

cost outsfide. 
  Savage acknowledged 
Cfity crews as her champfi-
ons, always avafilable when 
needed and acknowledged 
what a great job they al-
ways do. Savage provfided 
Councfil wfith a PowerPofint 
presentatfion that left no 
doubts about Savage’s pas-
sfion for the bufildfing and 
communfity enrfichment fit 
provfides. 
    She began wfith hfistorfi-
cal facts about the bufildfing 
fin a short summary, sayfing, 
“The bufildfing came to lfife 
fin 1909 wfith $25,000 from 
Andrew Carnegfie.  As 
March fis Women’s Hfistory 
month fit fis fimportant for 
you to know, that fit was 
ffive women back fin 1907
who wanted a lfibrary ‘to 
brfing couth and culture’ 
to Baker Cfity. It served 
Baker County as the publfic 
lfibrary for most of the next 
century untfil the cfity bufilt 
a new lfibrary. Crossroads 
moved finto the bufildfing 
fin 1971 untfil 1984 when 
they could no longer afford 
the hfigh utfilfity bfills. The 
bufildfing remafined vacant 
untfil 2008 after a sfix-year, 
$1.6 mfillfion restoratfion, 
pafid for by the board of 
dfirectors was completed.” 
   Pavfing and Street 
Repafir.
    Next up Mfichelle Owen, 
Cfity Publfic Works Dfirec-
tor, addressed councfil 
regardfing the 2015 pave-
ment and capfital plans. In 
the pavement plan Owen 
outlfined street ratfings, 
objectfives, mafintenance 
tasks, estfimated costs and 
selected streets for 2015 
treatments. 
   Owen also explafined a 
project where the Cfity wfill 
be partnerfing wfith ODOT 
to begfin fimmedfiately ad-
dressfing manholes specfifi-
cally along Cedar Street. 
  The Capfital Plan ad-
dressed water, wastewater, 
and storm water. The plan 
fincluded projects that had 
been on the plan prevfious-
ly but were taken out due 
to the need to complete the 
UV plant. 
    Some of the projects 
finclude further assessment 

of the mountafin lfine, a 
water facfilfity plan finclud-
fing explorfing alternatfive 
water sources, replacfing 
and repafirfing manholes as 
well as some replacement 
of hydrants. Councfil voted 
unanfimously to approve 
both plans. 
   Armory Property.
   Councfil then was asked 
for a resolutfion of ordfi-
nance #3743 releasfing all 
Cfity finterest fin armory 
property. 
   The property fin questfion 
was where the former Pa-
role and Probatfion bufildfing 
stood. 
   The Cfity once owned the 
property but sold fit to the 
county who fis now negotfi-
atfing wfith the mfilfitary on 
that property. 
   An old deed exfists that 
stfipulates the County to 
put money back finto the 
property. 
   The current tfitle com-
pany fis requestfing verfiffic -
tfion that the Cfity no longer 
holds any finterest fin the 
property. 
   Councfil all agreed that 
there was none. 
   A qufick clafim wfith 
wordfing changes releas-
fing all Cfity finterest fin the 
property fis the solutfion. 
Councfil voted fin favor of 
the resolutfion. 
   Pot Sales.
   The ffinal order of bus -
ness was the thfird read-
fing of ordfinance #3336 
regulatfing marfijuana sales. 
Recent Councfil meet-
fings have seen Councfil 
chambers ffilled to capacfity
wfith both opponents and 
supporters of the marfijuana 
fissue but that was not the 
case at thfis meetfing.     
    Whfile there were a 
handful of communfity 
members present, fit was 
a far cry from what has 
recently been the norm. 
    Before Cfity Manager 
Mfike Kee gave the thfird 
and ffinal readfing of the
ordfinance, Carol Free ad-
dressed the Councfil fin a 
ffinal attempt to sway them.
   Her plea became very 
emotfional as she told 
councfil she had been ready 
to gfive up on the fissue 

untfil she was approached 
by several woman who are 
patfients at the Bfillfie Ruth 
Bootsma Clfinfic askfing for 
her help. 
   “These woman range fin 
age from 60 to 80, they are 
not druggfies. Thfis week, 
I wfill take them to La 
Grande but the people fin 
our communfity need help, 
access. I now have a ffire fin
me, I wfill help people untfil 
the day I dfie! I know you 
all are gofing to pass thfis 
but I do want to warn you, 
there are folks out there 
ready to sue the Cfity over 
thfis—fit’s gofing to hap-
pen,” she safid.
   Councfilor Thomas spoke 
up sayfing, “I know I am 
beatfing a dead horse here.” 
    He relayed a story about 
hfis father who was very 
fill and gfiven the optfion of 
befing prescrfibed medfi-
cal marfijuana. He opted 
for “legal” means usfing 
morphfine to keep hfis pafin 
manageable.
    “Maybe marfijuana 
could have helped, made 
hfis qualfity of lfife better, 
I don’t know. I just hope 
none of you ever have a 
terrfible dfisease where you 
mfight need thfis.” Thomas 
specfiffically safid to hfis
other Councfil members. 
   Councfilor Augenfeld also 
stated, “I’m not happy to 
adopt thfis ordfinance today 
but rfight now I am lookfing 
at fit as a compromfise. I 
hope fin the future the fissue 
wfill have less attfitude sur-
roundfing fit.”
   Mfike Kee then gave the 
thfird readfing of the ordfi-
nance, by tfitle only. 
   The Councfil then moved 
to a vote wfith a motfion by 
Downfing that was second-
ed by Mayor Mosfier. 
   Mayor Mosfier, and 
Councfilmen Langrell, 
Downfing and Augenfeld 
voted fin favor and Thomas 
opposed. 
   Wfith a vote of 4:1 the 
motfion passed and due to 
the declaratfion of an emer-
gency the ordfinance goes 
finto fimmedfiate effect. 

Contfinued from Page 1
  
    The exhfibfit, stfill fin progress at the Baker Herfitage Mu-
seum pays trfibute to many local veterans that have served 
efither dfirectly fin one of the followfing wars or fin any 
capacfity fin our mfilfitary. Some of those fimportant dates 
mentfioned prevfiously are: 
  Aprfil 9 sfignfiffies the end of the cfivfil war fin 1865,
however, General Robert E. Lee surrendered hfis con-
federate forces to General U.S. Grant that day but the 
offficfial end to the war was not untfil June 2, 1865.  June
28, 1919 World War 1 ended. World War 2 began fin 1939 
and ended fin 1945 when The Unfited States of Amerfica 
dropped atomfic bombs on Hfiroshfima, Japan on August 
6, 1945 and Nagasakfi, Japan on August 9, 1945.  The 
Korean War ended July 27, 1953 and The Vfietnam War 
ended Aprfil 30 1975. August 7, 1990 Operatfion Desert 
Shfield/Desert Storm began wfith a cease ffire takfing e fect 
Aprfil 11, 1991 but March 20, 2003, upon belfief that Iraq 
possessed weapons of mass destructfion that posed a sfig-
nfifficant threat the stabfilfity fif the regfion the second Gulf
War began wfith aerfial attacks dubbed “shock and awe”. 
On June 29, 2009 U.S. troops turned over control to Iraqfi 
forces, but there fis stfill much unrest throughout that area 
of the world.
   Sherrfieb fis metficulously puttfing together relevant fitems 
to create meanfingful dfisplays. Items on dfisplay finclude 
fitems on loan from the County, as well as personal fitems 
from veterans themselves or veteran’s famfilfies. 
    One dfisplay hfighlfights John Holcomb, the only Baker 
County resfident to be a recfipfient of The Medal of Honor. 
Holcomb was awarded the medal for hfis actfions durfing 
the Vfietnam War. Holcomb was kfilled and awarded the 
medal after hfis death. The exhfibfit boasts both gracfiously 
donated and loaned fitems fincludfing unfiforms from the 
Cfivfil War era to unfiforms used today and represent the 
dfifferent branches of servfice as well. 
   Among loaned unfiforms are some provfided by the Mc-
Cray famfily. 
    Sherrfieb safid, “We had the nfiece of Frank Burke 
Brown who passed away at 19, the only Baker County 
casualty of Pearl Harbor; he was on the Arfizona. She 
brought fin some artfifacts her famfily was not finterested 
fin.” 
    The exhfibfit also has a very unfique pafir of glasses that 
are sharpshooter glasses from the Cfivfil War, varfious dog 
tags showfing how they have evolved over the years and 
support fitems lfike K-ratfions and C-ratfions. Hangfing on 
the wall fis a wooden plaque donated to the museum that 
lfists several names that are far reachfing finto our commu-
nfity names lfike Rohner, Wfidman, Cantrell and Wfirth. The 
plaque commemorates WWI veterans.
     “We have a volunteer that served fin Iraq and he 
recefived a qufilt of valor. Qufilts of valor can go to a past 
or present veteran that served. They are very, very, very 
partficular fin how thefir qufilts are made and they are really 
specfiffic on qualfit ,” explafined Sherrfieb. There fis medfical 
dfisplay featurfing Dr. Pollock who started off as a mfilfitary 
flfight su geon. After the war he returned to Baker Cfity 
and started a regular practfice. 
   There fis a dfisplay for the WACs and the Waves; they 
were part of WWII and needed representatfion accordfing 
to Sherrfieb, even though they were rocked by allegatfions 
that they were fimmoral. There were a lot of women who 
were veterans who dfidn’t want to be recognfized as such 
because of a stfigma that affected them so badly. 
    “We are really wantfing the storfies. One story that I 
really love fis ‘WWII meetfing of kfindred spfirfits’ It fis the 
story of the Clarke’s. Tabor, Nelson and Mfike’s parents. 
They met when he was flyfing the nurses from one fisland
hospfital to another fisland hospfital and they got marrfied 
overseas,” Sherrfieb safid. Thefir weddfing pficture fis on 
dfisplay. 
    Sherrfieb also shared a story she called “The legacy of 
a Bfible.” A grandmother got a grandfather a steel plated 
Bfible. He wore fit fin a vest pocket durfing the Korean War, 
the bfible was gfiven to thefir son whose wfife fin turn gave 
fit to thefir son. He also kept the Bfible fin a vest pocket dur-
fing Vfietnam. Then the Bfible was gfiven to hfis sfister who 
fin turn sent fit to Iraq wfith her son. 
    A very notable fitem on dfisplay fis the recognfitfion of 
Chuck Mawhfinney. Hfis rfifle fis fin the Natfional Museum
of the Marfine Corps. Mawhfinney, who worked for the 
Forest Servfice after he was out of the mfilfitary, stfill lfives 
fin town. 
    Sherrfieb says that the exhfibfit fis ever-changfing as more 
fitems are obtafined and she does have a few artfifacts from 
the Amerfican Revolutfion as well. 
    The Baker Herfitage Museum fis under the new dfirec-
tfion of Lea Hoover. Chrfis Cantrell, prevfious dfirector 
recently retfired. Just a remfinder the museum fis always 
lookfing for volunteers. Plans are fin the works to com-
memorate Memorfial Day and honor our veterans wfith a 
free day for all befing offered.

Museum exhfibfit
honors veterans

Rep. Bentz to hold multfiple town halls
    Rep. Clfiff Bentz (R-
Ontarfio), takfing advantage 
of a Legfislatfively desfignat-
ed “In Dfistrfict” day, wfill 
hold a serfies of town hall 
meetfings across Dfistrfict 60 
on Frfiday, March 27th and 
Saturday, March 28th.
   At each meetfing, Rep. 
Bentz wfill present a brfief 
summary of the proposed 
$7.2 bfillfion school budget, 
the Low Carbon Fuel Stan-
dard, automatfic voter reg-
fistratfion, fundfing for sage 
grouse habfitat recovery, 
mfinfimum wage fincrease 
proposals, pafid sfick leave, 
and other fissues from the 
2015 Legfislatfive Sessfion.      

    He wfill share observa-
tfions about Oregon’s new 
Governor, Kate Brown’s 
admfinfistratfion, and the 
ongofing challenge of befing 
fin the mfinorfity.
   “It fis fimportant to share 
what fis happenfing fin Sa-
lem, and thfis also provfides 
an opportunfity for people 
to share thefir concerns 
wfith me,” safid Rep. Bentz.
   Rep. Bentz encourages 
those finterested to attend 
any of the followfing meet-
fings:
   Halfway.   
   Frfiday, March 27th at 
6:30-8:00 a.m. (PDT) Wfild 
Bfills & Co Restaurant (105 

S. Mafin St.)
   Rfichland.  
   Frfiday, March 27th at 
9:00-10:30 a.m. (PDT) 
Rfichland Cfity Hall (89 
Mafin St.)
   Hafines. 
   Frfiday, March 27th at 
12:00, 1:30 p.m. (PDT) 
Frontfier Restaurant (920 
Front St.)
   Durkee.
    Frfiday, March 27th at 
2:30-4:00 p.m. (PDT) 
Durkee Communfity Hall 
(28716 Old Hwy 30)
  Huntfington. Frfiday, 
March 27th at 5:00-6:30 
p.m. (PDT) Howells Café 
& Streamlfiner Lounge (40 

E. Washfington St.)
   Ontarfio. 
   Saturday, March 28th at 
7:00-8:30 a.m. (MDT)
Plaza Inn Restaurant (812 
SW 4th Ave.)
   Vale. 
   Saturday, March 28th at 
9:30-11:00 a.m. (MDT) 
Starlfite Café (152 Clark 
St. S.)
   Burns/Hfines.  
   Saturday, March 28th 
at 12:30-2:00 p.m. (PDT) 
Apple Peddler (540 US-20, 
Hfines)
   John Day. 
   Saturday, March 28th at 
4:30-6:00 p.m. (PDT) The 
Outpost Restaurant.
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Cfivfil War sharpshooter glasses on dfisplay.

BHS student jofins 
School Board race
     It looks lfike unusual 
competfitfion for at least one 
of the three open School 
Board posfitfions at 5J. 
   Accordfing to County 
Clerk Cfindy Carpenter, 
Baker Hfigh School student 
Austfin C. Mfitchell has 
ffiled for candfidacy for p -
sfitfion 2, the same posfitfion 
for whfich current 5J Chafir 

Andrew Bryan fis currently 
seekfing re-electfion. 
   Posfitfion 1 has been ffiled
for by Chrfis M. Hawkfins 
who fis also currently on 
the Board. 
   Melfissa A. Irvfine fis seek-
fing Posfitfion 5.
   All three posfitfions are 
four-year terms.

MayDay needs more 
crfisfis lfine volunteers
    MayDay’s 24-hour crfisfis 
lfine fis a vfital connectfion 
for vfictfims of sexual as-
sault, domestfic vfiolence, 
and elder abuse. To ffill
rotatfions fin that posfitfion, 
MayDay needs a compas-
sfionate person, who fis 
a good lfistener and can 
carefully follow trafinfing 
protocols. 

   Thfis volunteer posfitfion 
requfires a crfimfinal back-
ground check and strfict 
adherence to the confi-
dentfialfity polficy. The job 
can be done from home or 
other locatfions and may 
be on call one week each 
month.    
   Contact Mfillfi at 541-
523-9472 for finformatfion.


