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THE CHAMELEON.

This Curious Animal ls Like Two Half
Creatures Joined.

The chameleon is not allied clasely
to any other anlmal. It stands as a
genus by itself. The nervous centers
in one lateral half operate independ-
ently of those in the ‘other. This
seems outrageous, and it is, but it is
true. The chameleon bhas two lateral
centers of perception—of sensation and
of motion. There exists also a third
center—that common one in which
abides the power of concentration by |
means of which the two sides of the
ereature -may be forced to work in
harmony with ench other. But this
center of concentration does not al- |
wiys dominate the situntion. Not-
withstanding the strictly symmetrical

structure of the animal's two halves, The event o. t;ll'e season. TlliS ]ine Of Shirt, ‘Vaists
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The result is that when the faculty
of concentration becomes disturbed |
everything is jumbled. Let the chame- |
leon be much agimted nnd its move- 1 e P . _‘ -
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of two ereatures fastened together. or,
rather, of two half creatures joined.
Each half exhibits its intention of go-
ing its separate way. The result is a
pitiable confusion of movement. There

Is no concordance of action. A curi- ’
ous example of the chameleon’s help-
lessness when unduly excited is found

in the fact that it cannot swim. The
shock of being plunged into water up-

sots the polse of its faculty for concen- (@ - I l
tration. Forthwith each side strikes | B EGE
out wildly for itself, to itz own undo- | 8

ing. The chameleon is the only four
legged vertebrate that cannot swim.
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