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Designated Pinch-hitters
Hasehall plavers now have something more 1o chew over than
tobareo and bubble gum —the tenth man in the American League, the
designated pinch-hitter «DPH)
Although the debate has Just beggun over it in the major leagues
the appearance of the IXPH has already filterod down i
colleges, the Universaty of South Alabama. for example
migh schonls may be faced with i
Dl s Majors
Much to the bewilderment of coaches and chagrin ol pitchers, the
[PHE ritke will e on @ sswins-or-sink basis in the American League for
TRT selsan
The rule atates that a tenth man will be added (o the roster wha is
destgnated” to bat for the pitcher. At this time, for o0 i under
re-examination, the DPH cannol be used on defense. Therelore, the
hitting pitcher and the Tielding hitter may soon bec £ extinct
1f this change becomes popular, it may be varied and wsed in other
pro sports. Perhaps, & designated pinch-{ree throw shooter for Will
Chamberblain s in the offering
Noveriheless, the majors are blessed with progpectimve DFHs
such as Rico Carty, Tony Hiva, Al Kaline, Frunk Robinson and Matty
Al whose bat pewer hos given many fielders ulcers.
Dl in tigh School
1'% an pccepled fact that in the major leagues a plleher s
specifically that —a pitcher, not o hitter. With the exception of Catfish
Hunter and a few others. most hurlers are a disappointment to the
crowed when they go to bat, But this rale does not apply in high school
braneibanll
A jority of high school pitchers can also hit—some are even used
n the cleanup slot insiead of as the ninth batter
The DPH rigde woudd have litthe or no relevance in high school
agie boseball The pitcher who can also hil deserves his chance at

the

Whatever the outcome ol the DPH rule, the next two years will be
basebiall's restirrection. Even pow, as the prosecution s clesing ils
remarks to the jury, it is inevitable thit the defense will bave its turn
R
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Sharen Hil, Pam Hollbuhr, Kerry
Harder and Lisa Koch (nof pic
fursd) represented AHS at the State
Gymnastic meet in Portland
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