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EDITORIAL COMMENT COMCERNING THE DRESS CODE

Here we are on the brink of another vital msue, this
| lnvolving the Ashland High dress code. Aller many
pelitions, several discussions, numerous dudent ancil
activitics, & fow hoated arguments, and & martyr for the
cause, W seems we still fall consderably eh ol our
goal Feeling it W the proper tine to take sction, | am

taking this opportunity 1o speak out m Tavor ol the
proposed diess oode revision [of four main reasoms
1} A dress code must re ot Mtylesamd be

ech the cure
flexhle emough to change with them

2) The proposed chamges are well reasoned amd ot
sctually radical or éespecially new

3) The code relioves sdmunisiration of
having 1o enfotie an unrealiitic dress code, yet relaim
enough facully control

4) I agcepled,

drew

the new dress code world be unlikely
o canse any radical changes in student grooming

The fiest and main reason for wanting a code change
i based on the ea that any workable dress code must
realptically portray the siyle and mode of the times. The
present dress code does nob 1t leaves little of o loeway
slyles ol dresa now popular smd
accepied in many shools acrosy the country
tiexsble guidelme that can be easily modificd
of vague rules left over from the )
tranklated however, the sdministration sees fit ut the
Ume. On the other hand, the propossd code mcludes
mire mudern modes of dres and provides the necessary
flexiblity by setting up & revinions board Lo review any
foture changes. Such 'n (lexible and timely dress code i
vitally nceded ff we are to have a diess code at all

for many already
It is not a
but & list
by sox em” Lo be

Sometimes Pants

The proposed. chanpes
made of

offer a pew and move realistic
determining grooming

s, yet these changes

are nol tall

new and wre far from radical in scope.

Simalar codies have been adopied i many high
sch 5, two of which are in Lhis very Rogue Valley. We
students have been taught all our bives 1o think for

sehves and 1o stand up for what we belicve. Sticking
to these democratic deply, we have thought out the
dress onde problem amd come up with some valid and

substantial srguments. but how much fesl effect we hive
on pdministrative decsons remaims (o e tested
Esseritially, the only major change taking place & 3
shiflt of suthority pulting dress decisions mto the
hands of the student and his paérenis where it belongs,
rather than burdenmmg the sdministration with husy
work keeping tabs on hair and «kint lengihe At the same

time, the oode relaine sulficlent faculty control in

able cases. If wafety or health standards are in
<l violation, or i the student’s appearance auses a
disturbance, the facully cin take the proper sction. In

my humble opinjon, these sho

Ie be the only times the
of administration should Aave to warry about
stodent dreéss 'm the adminbdrators have much
better things to do (han constantly scan bemlmes and
sdeburms Tor flenders. {Even though #t seems
that's all they ever do ) By rights, they should be freed
ol this burden to ¢ entrate on more dcademic and
scholarly pursuits in the mierest ol bolior educaiion
Finally, i1 the new dress were established
radical changes in student dressing habits would not be
likely. A popular micoBceplion ¢ wdults = that
teonagers tond to dress only i what looks funky of
weird i given the chancetodose. Contrry o this
popular belief, most students strive 10 wesr whist looks
good on them vweul or beard

sure

code

& o,

e u sbacks or shuts, ¢

An excellent esample can he seen in other Jadkson
county schools which sdopted revised drem codes carlier
ths year The commitiee [rc AHS that waa senl (0
study the Med! Hgh campus for dress habits repon

that they saw very few who wore odd or repulsve styles
The same repar
Phoenix High

came from a stodent study Lrip o

There hasn't been any evidence showing

By Ken Conger

that the
L]

chools’ pew dress codes have
jemic arcas or a in abmormal teen
complexes, which should be wuring 10 grade-worrie

Many adults ask why we want 1o change the drew

caused a de

volle, yet the reasom should be obvious. Look sround
yiou all butl one of the thots on this page were strictly
candul, taken ut normal veion angles. (Dase which ont

wam't!} There are few things more revalting to me Hun
baggy, running nylons, evposed gn and ovcaul
bulping gindle. and nameless licy underthings glaring 41
me everywhere | ook, Don’t look, you say, but how am
I to gt up the stalr?

Unlike skirts and miodesty, men’s hair styles and
bewrds have many reasons (o be grown, just puck Lthe one
you like My « on s What bearing doss air siyle or

heard length hHave on clurscter or academic standing?
Many

Heards

famous men in history have grown ong hao and

whlout apparent laam 1o (helr creulive
cipacities. {refer to next page) | personally would like 1o
grow a beard for any of the following reasons’ |) to
peove | can, 2) 1o show my prowess {choket) 3) 10 haly

my zis, 4) o hade behind for securty, or 3) to force
Gillgire into bankruptcy. Any one of these coubkd spur
me on, bul the fact remains that i shoald be my own
<hoie

Getting bick to the basics, the many siguments boil
down 1o 3 few major ressons why we wiant 1o clange Uhe
code. The plam has had much {foretbought
preparation work, and has already been successful in
several schooly, The peoposed changes are tiore realstic
and more flexible. They also stress individual discretion
and inltiative, and spurs voluntary poosming habils

am!

We students should unite i our elforts 1o shaw tThe
adminisiration and thls omumunity (hat w die
respomible people dedicated toward a commmon gaul, (o
make the drem oode more and just for invaived
We all have to sit down togethier and reason 1 be problem
out in & rational mannet. Sooner or lster we will have i
come to the stark realization that
high-buttun shoes are but relics of a pawmir
destined for constructive change

feweul i

B poeneralmon

Look Nicer Than Dresses




