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Q+A
Joe leBlANC

How do you IdeNTIFy?
I am a Cajun poly genderqueer butch.

wHAT do you do FoR A lIvING?
I am the development Coordinator at 
Basic Rights oregon along with being 
the Founder and Board Chair for BuTCH 
voices

wHAT’S youR moST emBARRASSING 
momeNT oR A PASSIoN you HAve 
THAT No oNe would GueSS?
Singing karaoke with coworkers at Basic 
Rights oregon. we get together occasion-
ally as a small group and belt out tunes 
from a range of genres including country, 
hair bands, and 90s boy bands. It's a lot of 
fun.

HAve you eveR eXPeRIeNCed GAy 
BASHING?
I am very fortunate to say that I have not. 
with the work that I do with the Sexual mi-
nority Round Table and Q Patrol PdX, Port-
land's first lGBTQ community foot patrol, I 
know firsthand that hate-violence is a huge 
issue facing our community everyday. 

HAve you eXPeRIeNCed dISCRImINA-
TIoN wITHIN THe QueeR CommuNITy?
definitely. I've experienced more discrimi-
nation from the queer community than 
any other, actually. People policing gen-
der, and holding people to hetero and ho-
monormative standards is a constant even 
in our queer bubbles. Being queer doesn't 
make anyone enlightened nor above re-
peating those patterns of furthering dis-
crimination against others, unfortunately.

wHAT'S AN ImPoRTANT ToPIC THAT THe 
lGBT CommuNITy SHould Be TAlKING 
ABouT ANd ISN'T? 
Trans-inclusive health care and the needs 
for cultural competency in health care with 
the lGBTQ community.
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we'd like to meet you!  If you would like to be considered 
for our People/Q&A, please send us an email:   
editor@Justout.com  and tell us a little about yourself.


