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HOLDING ON

Victoria stands at the edge where she can barely
see her former productive and self-sustaining
life. Sometimes, admittedly, she wants to give up.
But she cannot.

“If not for those two..." Victoria tearfully says,
pointing to her daughter sitting cross-legged on
a colorful quilt covering a living room futon and
caressing granddaughter Emma’s back.

Michelle does not blink; her large dark eyes mist
over.

Victoria has to accept help for the first time in
her life, Michelle says. And she’ll live alone for
the first time ever, sans her four-legged compan-
ions. Where they’ll all rest their heads at night is
the question.

Victoria decided early on in childhood that trust-
ing adults could be risky and her beloved dogs
were a safer bet. And despite decades passing,
Victoria’s childhood assumptions are apparently
as strong as ever. Her only companionship, she
says, are Sugar Bear and Zoe.

Sadly, her little dogs are actually adding to Vic-
toria’s problems.

Some people aren’t willing to help her because
of the dogs. They think the dogs should be un-
loaded, Victoria says. And the thought of that
seems to trump all of the other challenges this
mother faces.

“Youd have to understand where I come from,”
she says. “Dogs have always been there for me
when I had nobody”

Giving them up isn't a consideration. Period.

“I'm not that kind of person,” Victoria says. “I
made a commitment to them!”

More tears.

But while the dogs may be standing between help
and no assistance at all, Victoria reveals that their
lives just may have another role that, at the door-
step of homelessness and the indignity that can
bring to a person, may have immeasurable value:
purpose.

“They are the only reason — some days — to get
out of bed”

To contact Michelle and Victoria: onephoenixfire@yahoo.com

July 2012

.!gl_y) 4th - BBEQ & Bla lack
July 14th - Bear &

AND GET A
FREE DVD

et L g
New Assoﬁmen‘lhll.ingerie
for Men & Women totuke care
of lhor&hof*nmer fights

20 RENTALS FOR'ONLY $20

(ONE PER CUSTOMER)

DVDS = ADULT TOYS » LINGERIE « MAGAZINES

PRIVATE AND INTIMATE MULTICHANNEL ARCADE
WWW.TABOOVIDEO.COM

4811 NE 94th Ave.
Vancouver WA
(360) 254-1126

2330 SE 82nd Ave
Portland OR
(503) 777-6033

ALL STORES OPEN 24
237 SE MLK Blvd. HOURS TO SERVE YOU!
Portland OR

(503) 239-1678

311 NW Broadway
Portland OR
(503) 227-3443

ALL LOCATIONS OPEN 24HRS/7 DAYS A WEEK!!!

MR. PEEPS TOO

13355 5W HENRY STREET
BEAVERTON, OREGON 97005

503.643.6645
(FormerLy DK WILDS)
MR. PEEPS  THE PEep HOLE
20625 SW T.V. Hwy 709 SE 122ND AVE.
ALOHA, OREGON 97006 PORTLAND, OREGON 97233
503.356.5624 503.257.8617

PARTNERSHIP

PROJECT

HIV ADVOCACY & SERVICES SINCE 1995

PROVIDING SOCIAL WORK
& NURSING MEDICAL CASE
MANAGEMENT FOR PEOPLE

LIVING WITH HIV/AIDS

Working to keep you insured, in
medical care and in contact with
the services you need!

Servicios disponibles en espanol

For more information:

OREGON

HEALTH &3 503-230-1202 or
SSCIENCE  1.877.795-7700
pproject@ohsu.edu

www.ohsu.edu/partnership

JustOut.com 43



