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On The Surface

Portland folk prince Holcombe Waller debuts new multimedia performance b y  r y a n  j . p r a d o

Sure, a multimedia hybrid of music, story­
telling and imagery isn’t the usual fodder for 
Nightlife. But Holcombe Waller isn’t an art­
ist you can exactly pigeonhole, either. For his 
next feat, the man behind February's full- 
length album Into the Dark Unknown turns 
his attention toward Surfacing, a multidis­
ciplinary exhibition premiering Friday, De­
cember 2 at BodyVox.

A notorious workaholic, Waller gathers to­
gether most of the branches of his ouevre— 
music, theater and video—and melds it to cre­
ate an immersive performance piece treading 
both realism and fantasy. As described by 
Waller, the all-sung performance takes the au­

j

dience “on a journey through time and place, 
invoking subjects as far-reaching as 
Catholic beautification, anarchist 
communist revolution, health 
care activism and the history- 
in-the-remaking of contem­
porary performance art.”

As is the case with his 
most recent collection of 
folk-lite ruminations, Waller 
paints in wonderfully broad 
strokes, and Surfacing ought to 
showcase the full extent of his 
palette.

“Thematically, Surfacing dwells on the illu

sory and complex way that we form loving 
connection as a kind of wall or bound­

ary—or literally a surface—that 
can as much define ourselves as 

it can create an isolating di- 
\  vide between us and the true 
o oneness of all things,” says 

Waller. “Within this broad 
area, I’m focusing on songs, 

performances and imagery 
that reveal little ways that we 

can fall apart as we brush up 
against this surface.”

Surfacing follows up on Waller’s 2007 folk- 
operetta Patty Heart Townes, as well as his

2009 show Into the Dark Unknown: The Hope 
Chest, commissioned and presented by the 
Portland Institute for Contemporary Art at 
the Imago Theatre. Funding for Surfacing was 
made possible by a grant from the Regional 
Arts and Culture Council (RACC) in De­
cember 2010, as well as a co-commission by 
Helena Presents (Helena, Mont.) and Out 
North Theater (Anchorage, Alaska) with 
funding from the National Performance Net­
work. J#]

Dec. 2, 9p. m. and Dec. 3, 7 and 9:30p. m.; Body Vox, 
1201 NW  17th Ave.; S12-S26; 800-838-3006 or 
hrownpaper tickets, com/event/207493.

DOWNTOWN PORTLAND
BO XXES/R ED  C A P  G ARAG E 
1035 SW Stark St. • 503-226-4171

The only two-in-one gay club in the city.

C A S E Y ’S
610 NW Couch St. • 503-224-9062

“All-inclusive" nightclub and lounge

C .C . S LAU G H TER S
219 NW Davis St. • 503-248-9135

A great hangout... come feel like “Norm” or shake 
your booty all night long to the best sound, lights 
and laser shows in Portland.

D C R U SH
1400 SE Morrison St. • 503-235-8150 

Crush features specialty martinis and cocktails 
and serves a full food menu.

D AR C ELLE XV S H O W P LA C E
208 NW Third Ave. • 503-222-5338

World-famous female impersonators Darcelle XV 
& Company have been entertaining audiences for 
more than 37 years with cabaret revues of glitz, 
glamour and comedy.

B THE EAGLE PO R TLAN D
835 N Lombard St. • 503-283-9734 

The bar for manly men, this laid-back hangout is 
home to numerous leather events, and is the offi­
cial den of the Oregon Bears.

B EM BER S AVENUE
110 NW Broadway • 503-222-3082 

Drag! Drinks! Dancing! Your all-in-one bar!

ESCAPE
333 SWPark Ave. • 503-227-0830

Portland's only all-ages gay nightclub.

FOX & H O U N D S  
217 NW Second Ave. • 503-243-5530 

This longstanding Cheers-esque restaurant and 
bar has always been known for a relaxed envi­
ronment, good food and an excellent drink. 
Whether it be their Saturday/Sunday brunch, 
happy hour, dinner or late night, this bar-is as 
diverse as its patrons who come from all aspects 
of our community.

H A M B U R G E R  M A R Y 'S  
19 NW Fifth Ave. • 503-688-1200

A classy-kitcsh bar & grille serving the best burg­
ers with a hefty side of sass! Featuring nightly 
entertainment like Mary-oke, Trivia, DJ's, Drag & 
more! Don’t miss the delicious Sunday brunch!

□  H O B O ’S
120 NW Third Ave. • 503-224-3285 

Hobo’s has been an integral part of Portland's 
dining and lounge experience for more than 25 
years. Located in the heart of Old Town, it pro­
vides a friendly atmosphere of casual elegance 
and serves outstanding cuisine from its dinner 
menu and lounge menus.

w m  JOQ’S
U M  2512 NE Broadway • 503-287-4210 
Enjoy a good time and make a new friend at this 
entertaining neighborhood bar!

LO C A L LO U N G E 
3536 NEM LK- 503-282-1833 

A new-ish fixture in the gay NE scene, Local 
Lounge serves up drinks, dancing and the occa­
sional drag... along with top-notch service.

M ) |  S C A N D A LS
l i l  1125 SW Stark St. • 503-227-5887
A fixture on the Stark Street scene for over 30
years, Scandals provides a cruisy streetside set­
ting with a “more than friendly” bar staff.

S ILVER AD O
318 SW Third Ave. • 503-224-4493

The best place to see the best in scantily-clad boys, 
Silverado is Portland's “original" gay nightclub.

S TA R K Y ’S
2913 SE Stark St. • 503-230-7980

“Everyday people" video bar with great martinis, 
two large patios, and lottery games

M  STEAM
Ufl 2885 NE Sandy Blvd • 503-736-9999 
Portland's hottest all-male experience.

SALEM! S O U TH SID E SPEAKEASY
3529 Fairview Industhal. Salem • 503-362-1139

SALEM! FLIPSIDE
285 NE Liberty. Salem • 503-480-9039

Girls Nite Out
at the

DJ G ino M ari sp ins fo r the  ladies

Every First Saturday
10:00 p .m .-L a te  
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