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An appreciation | expect our community to
honor. Today, Portland disappointed me.

My boytriend is Christian, a difficult area
of our relationship we struggle with daily. He
wanted to attend the new Mars Hill Church.
| went with him because | strive to know a
whole person, to understand differences in or
der to appreciate the strengths. So, | went.

The church was welcoming and non-pre
sumptive. The primary message of the sermon
was to connect to and understand the city, and
to be good community members. Pastor Tim
praised Mayor Adams for meeting with the
church and honoring it as part of the Portland
community. | was happy to see this; | was
pleased the focus was on community and re
spect for one another.

When we left the church, there was a small
group of protestors outside. They cursed as
people exited and chanted “pro-choice, pro
queer, homophobes get outta |1LI‘L'. They wore
bandanas over their faces as I}u‘_\ shouted at
families. As they shouted and cursed at me.

[ am pro-choice. I am pro-queer. I am not
a homophobe. Some of my closest friends are
lesbian. This summer I had the joy of wit
nessing two of them unite in marriage. My
im_\h’icn.] attended their ceremony, too. We
also attend events in support of Gay Pride.

Yet, here 1 was labeled and discriminated
against for simply being inside of that church.
For taking the time to understand a different

perspective. There was nothing in the sermon

|that was]| the slightest bit anti-gay or anti

Portland. It is a shame that none of the people

protesting took the time to figure that out.

We cannot claim to be diverse, open-mind
ed people, and then selectively discriminate. It
is the greatest of hypocrisies. Portland should
l"l' d _'_Ull'.ll t'“l]l“]ll“lll\' h('\'.lll‘\(' I‘l’“l‘lt' cdn
safely and peacetully express their beliets and
litestyles no matter what they might be.
There is an appropriate platform for de
bating conflicting beliefs. Shouting slurs at
people to protest a different set of slurs is not
that plattorm. It only stands to perpetuate the
negativity that exists. To those who |=|'n[n'~lu1.
you did more harm than good for your causc.
You showed hate for another group of people.
You treated others as you would not want to
be treated. I shook my head as I walked out,
because 1 knew that those actions would not
help my gay friends in their mission to find
equality in the world. I try to live by Gandhi’s
words, “Be the change you wish to see in this
world.” Condemning others will not free you
trom condemnation.

As we walked away, I overheard a mother
talking to her son. He asked why people had
to be angry. Her reply, “People should be nice
to each other, no matter what they believe.”
It only everyone in our community would

tollow that edict.
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It’s a Boy!

WWW.JUSTOUT.COM

Just Out's art director, Aimee Genter-Gilmore (left) and her partner, Natalie Genter-
Gilmore (right) are bursting with excitement to announce the birth of their son,
Oscar Rocket Genter-Gilmore, born October 6. Welcome to the family, Oscar!
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Stop worrying about how to discuss your HIV status.

Have more intimacy & passion, and less worry in your sex life,
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Sign up with Benjamin:
503.278.3868
bgerritzi@cascadeaids.org

Incentives offered for participation
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cascadesids org

ASSISTING OUR
COMMUNITY

WITH PROBATE

AND OTHER
END-OF-LIFE ISSUES

Adoptions

Surrogacy

Divorce, Custody
Wills/Estate Planning
Probate

Employment
Business Law

503.241.3103

www.bethallenlaw.com

I\'. tl \I en Law

Beth A. Allen, founding partner: winner of the Ori
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Bernard Gasch, MD
Beata Rydzik, MD

Board Certified in Dermatology
Holly Chandler, PA-C

Call for a Complimentary
Cosmetic Consultation

503-297-3440

Portland: 9427 SW Barnes Rd, S ]
Hillsboro: 5880 NE Carnell, Suite._

www.centerderml:
facebook.com/pdxderma

AND LASER SURGERY

COSMETIC DERMATOLOGY

Cutting-Edge Treatments for
Skin and Hair Problems

Laser Treatments
Body Shaping
Deml_
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