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Selecting the ideal real estale
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and more fulfilling
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» TREES (REMOVAL)

PRUNING - PRESERVATION - REMOVALS
STUMP GRINDING - HEDGE & SHRUB CARE
12 Years Experience - FREE Estimate

(503) 309-TREE (8733
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» VOLUNTEERING

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN
EMPOWERING WOMEN & GIRLS?

Join our team of volunteer violence prevention
instructors! The WomenStrength &
GirlStrength Programs, operated through
the Portland Police Bureau, are recruiting
women interested in becoming volunteer -
self-defense instructors. Training starts February
25th, 2012. We encourage women of all ages &
backgrounds to apply. No experience is
necessary. APPLICATION DEADLINE:
DECEMBER 2nd, 201 1. Call 503-823-0239 or
email Girlstrength.pb@portlandoregon.gov
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Dear Ms. BEHAvIOR:

My partner and I are two proud masculine
gay men. We are socially and economically
successful in the straight world. We've been
together for a decade, and are raising a son
together, who is now 8 years old. We haven't
wanted Jeff to grow up in a gay ghetto, so we've
exposed him to a broad range of people and ac
tivities, including sports and stock-car racing.

In the last year or so, Jeft has become quite
nellie. He flounces, he lisps, he wears scarves on
his head, and he watches Mommie Dearest over
and over. We found a copy ot Oprah magazine
under his pillow. He asked for a formal tea set
tor his birthday. Plus, we've heard him make
his tavorite Barbie doll sing the theme song
to Cats. Jeff is a sweet, wondertul child, but we
don't understand why he’s so queeny; neither
one of us is effeminate.

‘This teminine behavior is not offensive to
us, but we've tried so hard to provide a loving
neutral environment for our son, and we worry
that outsiders will think that we're teaching Jeff
o i\{' ray. \\’}I.H HIH:H'LI wce \|u:‘

Sand R

Dear S anp R:

If your son showed more masculine signs
of being gay (like asking tor chaps for Christ
mas, and hiding copies of Honcho under his
pillow), you would feel more comfortable,
since his queerness would be more closeted.

But trying to force him, however subtly, to

be the kind ui'c{nm-r you find acceptable will

Nervous About
Our Nellie Son

absolutely do nothing positive for your little
nellie’s selt-esteem.

You can try to beat the boy into butchness,
send him to a military school where they’ll do it
for you, or ( onfine him to his room every time he
acts faggy. Or, you can do what the best straight
parents ultimately do: .\u'n-l\l the fact that you
have a lu\'L‘]_\' P ofter tor a son, and be grateful
tor his ¢ reativity, sensitivity and sense of style.

I)HH.T

ones prone to judging you will do so regard

worry what “outsiders” think; the
less of what you do or how Jeff acts. And the
loving ones will remain that way whether or
NOt your son 1s a sissy.

Buy Jeft a tea set for his birthday. And throw
in a few pretty scarves, just to show him how

much vou love him.

BY MERYL COHN

Dear Ms. BEHAVIOR:

For the past three years, I've been in my
first lesbian relationship. I love this woman!
Jut she wants to make love more than | do
and feels that | do not want her like she
wants me. Now | worry that I am under
sexed or inhibited. I'..'-'l‘I\TlllII_:__'_ else between
1S 15 "_’\[J(’l}.

In a previous relationship with a man, I also
didn't feel passionate, but 1 \T.l_\t‘\l with him
because 1 loved him.

I do want her, but not with the frequency or
passion she needs and wants, When we have
sex (about once a week), it is intense and excit
ing. Some negative factors influence our lives
together, which aftect me. But should those

other Iu'r:NHn« reduce my passion? [t doesn't

take hers away. If 1 really loved her, would 1
want.to make love more to her?
(."“"a_’f;'hc'f.{

Dear ConFUSED:

First you say, “I love this woman!” Then you
wonder if deeper love would make you feel more
passionate, even though your tepid response is
not specific to this relationship. Does the ob
stacle to your passion feel physical? Emotional?
You Sdy that “negative factors” influence _\'Jl-u
lives together. This could mean that your mother
lives with you, you're broke, the cat pees on the
bed, or you have a chronic yeast infection.

You seem to have trouble identifying your
!h'hn;:«. or at least iu'm',[ honest about them.
Therapy may help, but you should also rule
out a physical problem. If you do nothing, you
may lose vour r'r].niwrn}n}\, in which case M.
Behavior would bet that lukewarm sex follows
vou ][I\t' d h.hi \|II.'.HII to the next one l]l. o }u‘
less dramatic about it, you may find that you
just have a low libido.

But it you are indeed capable of erotic ecstasy,
then mediocre sex is a big drag. Ms. Behavior
would suggest that you try everything—psycho
therapy, an exorcism, prayer, pelvic exercises. This
is not just to please your girlfriend, but so that you
can see how magnificent unbridled passion will

feel to you. Even if it’s just for a moment or twe.

Meryl Cobn is the author of 1o What | -\'.l_\.'
Ms. Behavior’s Guide to Gay and Lesbian

I",Illll'lli'”('. FEmail msbehavior@aol com
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