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“I rem e m b e r perfo rm ing  in L.A. a t T h e  Im prov in th e  early  ’8 0 s  and  the  

m an a g e r saying to  m e after, ‘You c a n ’t ta lk  a b o u t gay  stuff here. It just 
d o e s n ’t go  over,’ and  go ing, ‘W ell, all r ig h t.’ A nd then  2 0  years  la ter do ing  

a show  there  an d , not th e  s am e  guy, but a guy saying to  m e, ‘ I thou ght 
you w ere  going to  d o  m ore  gay  s tu ff.’”

-K A TE C LIN TO N

JO: You’ve talked about your admiration 
for Jon Stewart and Stephen Colbert. Why 
do you think it is always men in their posi­
tions and not women?

Clinton: I had a theory once that estrogen 
is only on during the daytime and then after 
9 o’clock you can have this raging testoster­
one, and only testosterone. It mirrors pretty 
much what’s happening in the comedy clubs. 
And I’m glad they’re there. I think they’re 
great and very funny and I don’t buy some­
thing about “women don’t have a sense of 
humor.” We do. We just don’t have the power 
to get it on the air. If we had the power we 
could flood the channels every night and it 
would be a women’s point of view.

JO: How has the show gone over in Prov- 
incetown and how do you expect it will go 
over in less gay parts of the country?

Clinton: It’s very weird. I sometimes look 
at my show and I think, oh my god, I haven’t 
talked about anything gay. I remember per­
forming in L.A. at The Improv in the early 
’80s and the manager saying to me after, 
“You can’t talk about gay stuff here. It just 
doesn’t go over,” and going, “Well, all right.” 
And then 20 years later doing a show there 
and, not the same guy, but a guy saying to 
me, “I thought you were going to do more 
gay stuff.” lhat changed... I think straight 
people are not as—what [writer] Paul Mon- 
ette used to say was—homo-ignorant, they 
just know. I think that’s great. I have always 
thought that what the job of the comedian 
is—gay, straight, whatever—is to comment 
on what you’re going through, and I’ve never 
denied that I’m a lesbian. It’s been very in­

teresting and I’ve always talked about it. You 
know originally it was a great gimmick and 
nobody stole my material. After 30 years of 
doing it and 30 years of really great organiz­
ing and courageous people coming out, it’s a 
changed audience.

JO: What are the themes that come up in 
your show?

Clinton: I’ve noticed this summer that 
there’s, in the context of so many liberatory 
movements in the Mideast or Midwest, 
people just standing up. In that context of 
liberation, I’ve been talking about how the 
LG Iff movement is proudly in that con­
text... A lot of really great radical LGBT 
people kicked the doors open and a lot of 
conservative people came through and 
started yelling at the people who kicked the 
doors down: “You kicked those doors down, 
damn it!" We have to guard against losing 
that radical energy and the part of liberation 
and the movement that works, [which] is 
really hooking up with other movements.

JO: What’s your muse?
Clinton: I do think anger is a big part of 

it... You say things that people are thinking 
and there’s—I felt it certainly after 9/11 and 
after invading Iraq—there’s a way this sum­
mer I feel like you can’t release it, it’s really 
deep. People are afraid. They’re freaked. 
Their freaking freak is on. J0!

K a t f . C l i n t o n  presents The Glee Party 
Tour, Sat., October 29, 8p.m.; Ibe Alberta Rose 
Theatre, 3000 NE Alberta St.; S.30 advance, 
S33 at the door; albertarosetheatre.com.
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By Pearl Cleage Directed By Ken Oembo
Starring Wnc* Jones. Roityn Reynolds S Renee Vtocne« and Jeny Foeter

October 13 - November 5,2011 
Ethos at IFCC 5340 N. Interstate
Tcfcets Avaiueie at Reflections Ccftw and Tafcng Drums Book*
♦46 NE Kilingswortfl Street.(503128M 070  or onkne at www passman org 

Discount Tickets Now Available
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W '¡TH JS-STORE OFFERS

DISE 14712 SE Stark S t 
Portland, OR 97233

T I T  - r  f / m r / l  S03.2SS.9414ULT VIDEO OPEN 24/7

* Glass Tobacco Pipes Starting at $2.99 *  
f DVDs starting at $4.99 ib- ^  100 Channel Arcade * 
Huge Selection of Toys, Magazines, Lubricants, & More! >
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WINE
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Thanksgiving Day
Weekend Wine Tasting
Fri 11/25 & Sat 11/26: 11am -  9pm 

Sun 11/27: 11am -  6pm

$15 admission
includes wine tasting of up to 18 wines, 

appetizers, logo glass and live music (in Portland).

Bring in this ad for $5 off admission
Only 1 coupon per group required for the discount.

Both lasting Rooms Open Daily.

Portland tasting room: 1 1a m  -  6p m , Newberg tasting room: Tri-Sun 12 (noon) -  7p m . 
_________________________________________ ________

LOCATED AT 4 5 10  SE 23*° AVE. PORTLAND, OR 97202
5 0 3 - 2 3 4 - 3 7 9 0  I www.hipchicksdowine.com

http://www.hipchicksdowine.com

