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Idol Hands

Portland Idol returns to Red Cap Garage b y  r y a n  j . p r a d o

When Red Cap Garage’s Portland Idol 
broke ground last year, it drew citywide kudos 
tor the professionalism of the assembled talent. 
Helmed by Los Angeles-transplant Justin 
Buckles, who’d worked as production manager 
tor American Idol (yeah, that one), Portland 
Idol 2010 instituted similar rules, while inject­
ing a distinct club feel to its inaugural year.

In keeping with that vibe, Red Caps Port­
land Idol 2011 kicked otf May 5 with much 
momentum, some 70 hopefuls whittled down 
to just 12 tor opening night. Ibis round’s 
judges include the first ever Portland Idol, the 
electrifying Tamra Scanlan, along with Samuel

Thomas, founder of the Portland FREE Music 
Project. A third judge will rotate from a stable 
of past Idol contestants and local celebs.

The competition, as expected, is 
nothing short o fierce.

“W ith our host Poison Wa­
ters, Portland Idol 2011 started 
oft with a bang,” says Buckles.
“Every contestant is bringing 
their own special talent this 
year, which is going to make for a 
very interesting competition.”

Portland Idol 2011 has upped the ante, 
too, with first place receiving a $700 prize

package, $400 for second and $150 for third. 
Organizers have added a cocktail challenge 

this time around. Each contestant was 
assigned a signature Absolut cock­

tail the first night of the show. 
Absolut is working with Basic 
Rights Oregon to donate 50 

< cents for each drink purchased 
with Absolut Wild Tea 

throughout the run, and award 
an extra prize to whoever sells 

the most cocktails by the end of the 
season.

In addition, the contestant in the lead after

the June 16 installment will have the opportu­
nity to perform during Red Cap’s Pride Block 
Party.

Contestants tackle two songs every 
"episode"—one in line with the week’s theme 
and the other a free-for-all of their choosing.

And remember, folks, judges’scores count as 
50 percent of the overall tallies, the other halt 
comprised of text message voting. Translation: 
Let your fingers do the talking. J#]

Thursdays at 9 p.m. through July 2S; Red Cap 
Garage, 1035 SW  Stark St.; no cover; redcap- 
gar a ge.com.
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n BO XXES/RED C AP GARAG E 
1035 SW Stark St • 503-226-4171 
The only two-in-one gay club in the city.

C A S E Y ’S
610 NW Couch St. • 503-224-9062

“All-inclusive" nightclub and lounge.

C .C . S LAU G H TER S
219 NW Davis St. • 503-248-9135

A great hangout... come feel like “Norm" or shake 
your booty all night long to the best sound, lights 
and laser shows in Portland.

□ CR U SH
1400 SE Morrison St. • 503-235-8150 

Crush features specialty martinis and cocktails 
and serves a full food menu.

DARCELLE XV SH O W PLAC E
208 NW Third Ave. • 503-222-5338

World-famous female impersonators Darcelle XV 
& Company have been entertaining audiences for 
more than 37 years with cabaret revues of glitz, 
glamour and comedy.

□ THE EAGLE PO R TLA N D
835 N Lombard St. • 503-283-9734 

The bar for manly men, this laid-back hangout is 
home to numerous leather events, and is the offi­
cial den of the Oregon Bears.

□ EM BER S AVENUE
110 NW Broadway • 503-222-3082 

Drag! Drinks! Dancing! Your all-in-one bar!

ESCAPE
333 SW Park Ave. • 503-227-0830

Portland's only all-ages gay nightclub.

FOX & H O U N D S
217 NW Second Ave. • 503-243-5530

This longstanding Cheers-esque restaurant and 
bar has always been known for a relaxed envi­
ronment, good food and an excellent drink. 
Whether it be their Saturday/Sunday brunch, 
happy hour, dinner or late night, this bar is as 
diverse as its patrons who come from all aspects 
of our community.

H A M BU R G ER  M A R Y ’S 
19 NW Fifth Ave. • 503-688-1200

A classy-kitcsh bar & grille serving the best burg­
ers with a hefty side of sass! Featuring nightly 
entertainment like Mary-oke, Trivia, DJ's, Drag & 
more! Don't miss the delicious Sunday brunch!

□ H O B O ’S
120 NW Third Ave. • 503-224-3285 

Hobo's has been an integral part of Portland’s 
dining and lounge expenence for more than 25 
years. Located in the heart of Old Town, it pro­
vides a friendly atmosphere of casual elegance 
and serves outstanding cuisine from its dinner 
menu and lounge menus

w m  J O Q ’S
l l J  2512 NE Broadway • 503-287-4210 
Enjoy a good time and make a new friend at this 
entertaining neighborhood bar!

LO C A L LO U N G E 
3536 N E M L K -503-282-1833

A new-ish fixture in the gay NE scene, Local 
Lounge serves up drinks, dancing and the occa­
sional drag... along with top-notch service.

S C A N D A LS
1125 SW Stark St. • 503-227-5887

A fixture on the Stark Street scene for over 30
years, Scandals provides a cruisy streetside set­
ting with a “more than friendly” bar staff.

S ILVERADO
318 SW Third Ave. • 503-224-4493

The best place to see the best in scantily-clad boys, 
Silverado is Portland's “original” gay nightclub.

S T A R K Y ’S
2913 SE Stark St. • 503-230-7980

“Everyday people" video bar with great martinis, 
two large patios, and lottery games.

M  STEAM
U f l 2885 NE Sandy Blvd. • 503-736-9999 
Portland's hottest all-male experience

S A LE M ! SO U TH S ID E SPEAKEASY
3529 Fairview Industrial. Salem • 503-362-1139

S A LE M ! FLIPSIDE
285 NE Liberty. Salem • 503-480-9039

V A N C O U V E R ! N O R TH B A N K
106 W Sixth St.. Vancouver >360-695-3862

fie l a FREE TEST for HIV,
syphilis, or hepatitis C!
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Take Your Initial Alcohol Servers 
Education Class and Exam Online!

$21 Class Fee
OLCC a p p ro ve d  o n lin e  class 

M o m en t's  N o tice  O reg o n  Testing  
O n lin e  tra in in g  ava ilab le  2 4 /7

www.asepdx.com

n  nr ft
CRUSH

Happy Hour til 7pm 
OJ for Sunday Brunch 

Thursday Margarita Night 
Tons of Outdoor Seating

503.235.8150 crushbar.com 
1400 SE Morrison
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