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Show ‘Nuff
Peep Show Celebrates One Year b y  d a n i e l  b o r g e n

Peep Show burst onto the scene quite spec­
tacularly last year, surprising everyone with big 
stars, daring performances and its larger-than- 
life hostess, Artemis Chase. A  drag veteran on 

- both coasts, Chase built the “queer cabaret vari­
ety show” from scratch. Among Peep Show’s 
first guests were the inimitable Sherry Vine and 
Joey Arias, New York City natives who’ve be­
come two o f the country’s most popular person­
alities. Using the vast network Chase established 
during her involvement with RuPaul's Drag 
Race (she was on the hit series’ last two casting 

r specials), she later landed Pandora Boxx.
But Peep Show isn’t just about out-of-town- 

ers. Chase pursues local talent, bringing audi­

ences the likes o f Fannie Mae Darling— and 
she introduced Portland to ChiChi and 
Chonga.

The rise to the top o f the variety show 
heap hasn't come without some 
struggle, as part o f the traditional 
drag community questioned 
Peep Show’s concept. Critics 
loathed the “edgier” perfor­
mance hits (there’s been stage 
blood). “W henever you start 
something that breaks out o f  the 
norm, you are going to get some sort 
o f backlash,” Chase concedes. “The reality 
is we bring together a lot o f different people....

AR TE M IS  C H ASE

Anyone who has performed a few times will 
tell you we’re quite the quirky little family.” 

And Peep Show has thrived despite its mid­
week slot, with the Tuesday-night lineup 

never failing to attract an enthusi­
astic audience. Part o f  the show’s 

intrigue, Chase says, is her mis­
sion: “To create a space that 
any talented performer can he 
a part of.” And if  Peep Show’s 

been anything, it’s been diverse. 
“I don’t care if  you’re an alterna­

tive genderfuck performer, a glamour 
queer, a burlesque dancer, anything,” 

Chase explains. “Just be entertaining and some­

thing people want to see again.”
To commemorate the show’s one-year run, 

Chase welcomes some o f  Peep Show’s staple 
talent. On the docket so far are Fannie Mae 
Darling, ChiChi and Chonga, Little Tommy 
Bang Bang and Ecstacy Inferno. Chase also 
plans to bring in some super-secret special 
guests, but she won’t divulge the details just yet. 
Sounds like we’re in for yet another wild, be­
witching Tuesday night.

Peep Show ’s ann iversary ev en t is Tues., M ay 3, 
at 9 p. m. sharp—and , monthly, ev ery  f ir s t  Tues­
day at R ed Cap Garage, 1025 SW Stark St.; no 
cover; 21+; redcapgarage.com.
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BO XXES/RED CAP G ARAG E
1035 SW Stark St. • 503-226-4171 

The only two-in-one gay club in the city.

mm C A S E Y ’SU  610 NW Couch St. • 503-224-9062 
“All-inclusive’’ nightclub and lounge.

mm C .C . SLAU G H TER S El 219 NW Davis St. • 503-248-9135 
A great hangout... come feel like “Norm” or shake 
your booty all night long to the best sound, lights 
and laser shows in Portland.

C R U SH
1400 SE Morrison St. • 503-235-8150 

Crush features specialty martinis and cocktails 
and serves a full food menu.

m  DARCELLE XV S H O W PLAC E 
El 208 NW Third Ave. • 503-222-5338 
World-famous female impersonators Darcelle XV 
& Company have been entertaining audiences for 
more than 37 years with cabaret revues of glitz, 
glamour and comedy.

THE EAGLE PO R TLAN D
835 N Lombard St. • 503-283-9734 

The bar for manly men, this laid-back hangout is 
home to numerous leather events, and is the offi­
cial den of the Oregon Bears

EM BER S AVENUE
110 NW Broadway • 503-222-3082 

Drag! Drinks! Dancing! Your all-in-one bar!

ESCAPEEl 333 SWPark Ave. • 503-227-0830 
Portland's only all-ages gay nightclub.

FOX & H O U N D S  
217 NW Second Ave. • 503-243-5530 

This longstanding Cheers-esque restaurant and 
bar has always been known for a relaxed envi­
ronment, good food and an excellent drink 
Whether it be their Saturday/Sunday brunch, 
happy hour, dinner or late night, this bar is as 
diverse as its patrons who come from all aspects 
of our community.

mm H A M B U R G E R  M A R Y 'S  ftU 19 NW Fifth Ave. • 503-688-1200 
A classy-kitcsh bar & grille serving the best burg­
ers with a hefty side of sass! Featuring nightly 
entertainment like Mary-oke, Trivia, DJ’s, Drag & 
more! Don't miss the delicious Sunday brunch!

H O B O ’S
120 NW Third Ave. • 503-224-3285 

Hobo's has been an integral part of Portland s 
dining and lounge experience for more than 25 
years Located in the heart of Old Town, it pro­
vides a friendly atmosphere of casual elegance 
and serves outstanding cuisine from its dinner 
menu and lounge menus.

wm  JO Q ’SIfiJ 2512 NE Broadway • 503-287-4210 
Enjoy a good time and make a new friend at this 
entertaining neighborhood bar!

•mm S C A N D A LS  Ifil 1125 SW Stark St. • 503-227-5887 
A fixture on the ever-changing Stark Street scene 
for over 30 years, Scandals provides a cruisy 
streetside setting with great drinks and a “more 
than friendly" bar staff.

h m  S ILVERADO
318 SW Third Ave. • 503-224-4493 

The best place to see the best in scantily-clad 
boys, Silverado claims to be Portland's “original” 
gay nightclub.

m  S TA R K Y ’S
Ifil 2913 SE Stark St. • 503-230-7980 
“Everyday people” video bar with great martinis, 
two large patios, and lottery games

m  STEAM
III 2885 NE Sandy Blvd. • 503-736-9999 
Portland’s hottest all-male experience.

S A L E M ! SO U TH SID E SPEAKEASY 
3529 Fairview Industrial. Salem • 503-362-1139 
The place in Salem and the central Willamette 
Vailey for the LGBTQ community to hang out.

S A L E M ! FLIPSIDE
285 NE Liberty, Salem • 503-480-9039
Everything a club needs: DJs, drag and drinks.

V A N C O U V E R ! N O R TH B A N K
106 W Sixth St., Vancouver-360-695-3862 
SW Washington’s first and only gay bar.
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