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“[O'Reilly] says, ‘When I got out ni‘prisnn.
do you think I ever fucking said, “You know
what I need? I need a trans guy in my life.’'m
like, “You think I fucking said I need an ex-
con in my life? No!™ Harvie says. “But what
binds us all and has really made us such a
great and interesting trio for a comedy show
is recovery.”

Harvie says the LWL tour has three essen-
tial messages: that there is power in honesty,
that life without substances can still be fun
and that “if these three fucking people can
stay sober, ;m_\'hudy can.”

The comedy tour also raises funds for local
I’L'Ctl\’t‘l"}-’*l’t‘l;ltt‘ti services. When tht:_\' pcrﬂ)rm
in Portland on March 4, half the proceeds will
go to Gresham's Garden of Hope recovery
house for women, which opened February 1.

What's so funny about sobriety? It leaves
you with some pretty good stories to tell.

“In the [12-step] program there’s a saying
that you're only as sick as your secrets, and so
we basically reveal all of our secrets to the
audience through humor,” Harvie explains.

Harvie had his first drink when he was 8 or
9 and says he was exhausted by the time he
turned 21. Not long after his birthday, a friend
asked if he wanted to go to an AA meeting.

“Apparently my drinking was that obvious
to others that she offered,” Harvie recalls. “I
went and it was definitely the right place for
me to go and the right thing for me to do to
stop drinking, because it cleared my head well
enough to recognize all the reasons why I
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drank.”

He didn’t want to listen to the voices in his
head that said he was different, so he drank to
keep them quiet. Now, with 18 years of sobri-
ety under his belt, Harvie says the relation-
ship between addiction and fear of queerness
is clear.

“I can’t tell you how many people that I
know and that are still out there that picked up
and started using whatever their drug of choice

was—alcohol, heroin, or meth or whatever it

is—[because they] were trying to sort of

squelch or drown out the voices of their queer-
ness in some way, Harvie says. “I started
drinking when I was a kid and I felt like it
helped quiet the voices inside me that told me
I was different. I felt like it helped make me
one of the boys in the neighborhood.”

While Harvie doesn’t consider himself a
“sober comic,” he considers his sobriety inex-
tricably linked with his primary mission, rais-
ing awareness about transgender issues.

“For me, getting sober was also about get-
ting honest,” Harvie says. And besides, “I
dont think we're over needing trans voices
and trans visibility.” J®

Lavcus WitnouTt LiQuor presenTs “WE
Are Not Saints,” Fri., March 4, 7:30 p.m.
doors, 8 p.m. show; Q Center, 4115 N. Missis-
sippi Ave.; $20 wvia brownpapertickets.com/
event/154046; laughswithoutliquor.com, ian-
harvie.com. For more from the three comics, visit

Justout.com.

Now that we have your attention
Don't you think it's time to use
t-shirts to get peoples attention?
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Sex Toys & Advice from
Brilliant Babes

www.itsmypleasurepdx.com

R RS

Custom
T-Shirts

Portland
Screen Printing

503-232-8578

Call Bob Kincaid
for the fine print

3106 NE 64™ Avenue, Portlar
(On the comer of Sandy Blvd & &

503-280-80¢

Closed for Spring Vacation!
Open Again in March.

chameleonpdx.com

2000 NE 40th Portland, OR 97212

open nightly at 5:30 pm Wed-Sat

503.460.2682

catering

The new
justout.com
IS open
for business.

New look.
New voices.
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'( 'Youf‘ Lesbian
Owned Winery

Both Tasting Rooms Open Daily.
Portland tasting room: 11am

Newberg tasting room: 12 (noon) - 7pm.
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LOCATED AT 4510 SE 23" AVE. PORTLAND, OR 97202
503-234-3790 | www.hipchicksdowine.com

1060006 4"
,‘OI!'I&A-‘

j s . d : ot

- i

R. KATIE BALL

L FRYE * D



http://www.hipchicksdowine.com

