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The U.S.
of Gay

The queer American experience takes cen-
ter stage in OUT in America, a new PBS pro-
duction helmed by Emmy award-winning
director Andrew Goldberg. The hour-long
documentary is set for a national premiere in
June, to coincide with National Gay & [es-
bian Pride month, but local viewers can catch

a special presentation Thursday, February 24

film-

one story at a time

BY AMANDA SCHURR
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truth—of a o

ror—and
childhood friend’s taunt:
*My mom said you're
gonna be gay when you
grow up.”

From a gay rancher to a
[Latino rapper, Puerto Ri-

co’s first openly gay and

Exclusive Oregon Public Broadcasting
premiere explores LGBT community,
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on Oregon Public Broadcasting. HIV  positive political
Spanning coasts, careers, religions, eras, candidate to a Muslim
ethnicities, classes and genders, OUT exam- lesbian, these individual
ines personal narratives of belonging against tales of discovery are
the public milestones of the past 50 years in united in their collective
[LGBT history. Figures famous and influen- truth. Says a San Francisco police lieutenant  WVITCE S Ele i F:1 M6l Eagle Creek, is
tial, “average” and extraordinary recall the who transitioned while on active duty: “Really  RelaRoIRial-Raelor-|Sa ool iIl=te RlaRtal-Rillss}
coming out process—and how the decision what I have ultimately learned is that whatever
has intersected with other aspects of identity.  we are, we are. And it will eventually percolate  though, are the ones who've stuck together— 3 |
For some, owning their outness meant a back up to the surface. ... I am no longer a folks like Ruthie and Connie, two retired : f :
journey toward reconciliation with faiths that lesbian, I really am a transsexual man.” grandmothers. They cook, they dance, they
havent traditionally welcomed queer folk. OUT in America touches upon the turning tease, they quilt. They recall the “freedom” of $99 Exa m
Singer Chely Wright, who made headlines last  points in LGBT history—and the importance  coming out, they work with nursing homes to
year as the first openly gay country music star, of coming out, and stepping up. As such, it’s ensure dignity and equal rights for LGBT lnCIUdeS:
describes a change in prayer, and the beginnings an overwhelmingly positive, inspirational col-  seniors and, yes, they love.
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of unlearning “the old habits of compartmen- lage, heartwarming, heartbreaking and heavy So, too, do “The Harolds,” a biracial couple
talization,” of “the skill set and tools of hiding.” on the heart-tugging music cues. From the of octogenarians still very much taken with e Medical Evaluation 2
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vest “evidence” he could present to a pro- marriage equality to the repeal of “Don’t ask, joyous in what one half of the charming duo
grammed and prejudiced congregation was don't tell,” the documentary isn’t about head- describes as having “arrived.” A half century e Office Visits for a
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ment | could make is myself, so I did,” says Goldberg’s lens is never more focused—or  “I feel that I am as open as a book,” he says.
Gomes, explaining his speech on the steps of affecting—than when focused on subjects Filmmaker Goldberg’s tidy “The End” is un-
Harvard’s Memorial Church: “In your presence, such as psychologist Dr. Patricia Hawkins, necessary—if inaccurate here—but it’s difh- Let the hlghly tralHEd
in your face, I [say] I am terribly happy, I am a  who helped HIV/AIDS patients during the cult not to envision a happily ever after with - .
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signing an enlistment document assuring that  lesbian community for “[coming] forward in  OUT iNx AmEericA airs on KOPB at 8 p.m. Center help-
she was straight—even though the thought of scores to care for dying gay men. It made a  Thurs., Feb. 24 (encore at 9:30 p.m.). Following
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