
I t i  36 JANUARY 7 2011 WWW JUSTOUT CO M

NIGHTLIFE

“Sashay." To Stay
Portland Drag Race returns for a third season of 
eleganza extravaganza

It’s that time ofyear again, folks: time for tax 
forms, time for (broken) resolutions and time 
for drag fabulosity. O f course, it’s always time 
iytr the latter—especially in our drag-happy 
town, where no one does it better than Poison 
Waters and the latest crop of ladies to gear up 
for Portland Drag Race. The third installment 
of the RuPaul series off shoot debuts January 19 
with a very special audition night.

M ore on that shortly. Returning host Waters 
has much to say of the 2011 edition, which will 
j^iild on dress-to-impress and in-house chal­
lenges of previous years and up the glam 
ante—while keeping economic recovery in

mind. “This year more focus will be on ingenu­
ity, doing more with less, kinda like the whole 
country is doing,” Waters, aka Kevin Cook, ex­
plains. “Drag is expensive and time consuming, 
so we ll challenge the contestants to really be 
creative, and fierce on a budget.”

She should know. After doing just that for 
more than 20 years, Waters has the art o f fierce­
ness during financial duress down to a science. 
She notes an aim to “go green” by “recreating 
existing wardrobes and making workable pieces 
o f wardrobe outta unlikely materials.” And 
since a queen has to know how to sell, an addi­
tional “secret” challenge— running the entire

12 weeks of competition—will test the gals’ 
marketing skills for sponsor Absolut.

The third time kicks off charmingly with a 
star-studded casting night January 19 featuring 
appearances from Mimi Imfurst and Stacy 
Layne Matthews from Ru Paul's Drag Race 
Season 3 (premiering this month on Logo). 
The official stage competition begins the fol­
lowing Thursday.

After two seasons of drag drama, Waters is 
reflective like any good, Ru-esque mentor: “I’ve 
been pleasantly surprised these past two seasons 
by the contestants’ creativity, strength and will­
ingness to think and work outside of the box,”

she says. “My favorite aspect is watching first­
hand the personal growth they each achieve not 
only as entertainers and drag queens, but as val­
ued members of our community.”

In other words—and to paraphrase RuPaul— 
they’re learning to love themselves, and we love 
them in turn. Get out there and hail the queens.

Special casting night, Weil., Jan. 19, 8 p. m.; regu­
lar competition Thursdays beginning Jan. 27, 9 
p.m.; Red Cap Garage, 1025 SLV Stark St.; no 
cover; redcapgarage.com.

—Amanda Schurr
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n B O X X E S /R E D  C A P  GARAG E
1035 S W  Stark St. •  503-226-4171

Boxxes/Red Cap Garage is the only two-in- 
one gay club in the city.

CASEYS
610 N W  Couch St. • 503-224-9062

"All-inclusive" nightclub and lounge.

C .C . SLAUGHTERS
219 N W  Davis St. •  503-248-9135

A great hangout... come feel like "Norm" or 
shake your booty all night long to the best 
sound, lights and laser shows in Portland.

C R U SH
1400 SE Morrison St. •  503-235-8150

Crush features specialty martinis and cock­
tails and serves a full food menu.

DARCELLE XV SH O W PLA C E
208 N W  Third Ave. • 503-222-5338

World-famous female impersonators Darcelle 
XV & Company have been entertaining audienc­
es for more than 37 years with Las Vegas-style 
cabaret revues of glitz, glamour and comedy.

THE EAGLE P O R TLA N D
835 N  Lombard St. •  503-283-9734

Portland's rugged bar for masculine men. This 
laid-back hangout is home to numerous leath­
er events, "Bear Naked Billiards" and Port­
land’s Sunday Bear-B-Que and is the official 
den of the Oregon Bears.

D EM BERS AVENUE
710 N W  Broadway • 503-222-3082
ESCAPE
333 S W  Park Ave. • 503-227-0830

Portland's only all-ages gay nightclub.

□ FO X S H O U N D S
217 N W  Second Ave. •  503-243-5530

This longstanding Cheers-esque restaurant 
and bar has always been known for a relaxed 
environment, good food and an excellent 
drink. Whether it be their Saturday/Sunday 
brunch, happy hour, dinner or late night, this 
bar is as diverse as its patrons who come 
from all aspects of our community.

H O B O S
120 N W  Third Ave. •  503-224-3285

Hobo's has been an integral part of Portland's 
dining and lounge experience for more than 
25 years. Located in the heart of Old Town, it 
provides a friendly atmosphere of casual ele­
gance and serves outstanding cuisine from its 
dinner menu and lounge menus.

O J O Q S
2512 NE Broadway •  503-287-4210

Enjoy a good time and make a new friend at 
this entertaining neighborhood bar!
mmm SCANDALS
L J  7125 S W  Stark St. •  503-227-5887
Scandals, one of Portland's most established 
gay men's bars, has been a fixture on the ever-

changing Stark Street for going on 30 years. It 
provides a cruisy streetside setting w ith great 
drinks and a "more than friendly" bar staff.

SILVERADO
318 S W  Third Ave. •  503-224-4493

Claims to be Portland's only gay-owned and -op­
erated gay nightclub, Portland's favorite gay bar 
and Portland's "original" premier gay nightclub.

STARKY'S
2913 SE Stark St. •  503-230-7980

"Everyday people" video bar w ith great marti­
nis, two large patios, Oregon Lottery games, 
WiFi and private parties.
m  STEAM
l U  2885 NE Sandy Blvd. •  503- 736-9999
Portland's hottest all-male experience.

S A L E M ! SO U TH SID E SPEAKEASY
3529 Fairview Industrial. Salem • 503-362-1139
The place in Salem and the central W illa ­
mette Valley for the gay, lesbian, bisexual 
and transgender community to hang out.

S A L E M ! FLIPSIDE
285 NE Liberty. Salem •  503-480-9039
Has everything a gay club needs: DJs, drag 
and drinks.

V A N C O U V E R ! N O R TH B A N K
106 W  Sixth St., Vancouver »360-695-3862
Southwest Washington's first and only gay 
bar Now smoke-free!
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