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Egyptian Club Closes 
After 15 Years

The Egyptian Club (aka the E Room), Port­
land’s only and longest-running lesbian club, 
will close sometime between October 2 and 
November 4, according to owner Kim Davis.

Davis, 46, made the announcement August 
1 on her “Eroom Boss” Facebook profile. She 
blamed the economy and a shrinking demo­
graphic for the club’s pending closure, but noted 
it had always been a challenge to stay afloat.

“We’ve been in business almost 15 years and 
it’s always been a struggle to keep it open,” Da­
vis said, adding that the club would celebrate its 
15th anniversary November 4. “It’s like treading 
water constantly. It’s like that with any business, 
but when you segment you isolate a lot of people 
who would have come otherwise.”

Though the club is not without its fans, 
Davis said even her own loyal patrons want 
something different.

“My customers do exactly what I would 
do—they want to go to the new thing,” Davis 
said, referencing the recent upshot of new queer 
nights. “People like variety, I like variety.”

While Davis said she would have liked to 
do more renovations to keep things fresh, the 
resources just weren’t available.

“We don’t have the kind of money that 
straight bars do, or that gay man bars do, to fix 
things up,” Davis explained, listing off expen­

sive improvements made to the space that no 
one ever sees— $30,000 for a new roof, $40,000 
for a new air handling system.

“Most of the women I’ve met have trouble 
ke&ping one woman happy,” Davis pointed out. 
“Imagine my job.”

Davis said she intends to honor the club’s 
commitment to events booked through Octo­
ber 2—such as the dance for the Butch Voices 
Conference that weekend—but would like to 
find a way to hold on through the anniversary.

Once the E Room closes its doors, where 
will all the lesbians go? “Wherever they’ve 
been going,” Davis speculated. “Only maybe 
more often.”

As for Davis, she daydreams o f traveling the 
country in an RV. In the nearly 15 years she’s 
owned the club, she has never gone a vacation 
farther away than a day’s travel, and in the last 
year, not farther than a three-and-a-half hour 
drive.

Despite the fantasies of a carefree life, Da­

vis said the decision to close the club has been 
difficult, and that it has kept her up at night.

“I don’t want to do this, I really don’t,” Davis 
said. “[Running the club is] the biggest thing 
I’ve ever done in my life and the coolest. I’ve 
been real lucky to just be who I am. A lot of 
customers have to go to work and be someone 
else, and then come here to be themselves.”

Looking back, Davis said she’s proud of the 
club and the city that supported it for so long. 
The E Room was voted Best Lesbian Bar in 
the country in 2009 by GayCities.com and is, 
by Davis’ belief, the largest lesbian club in the 
country, if not the world.

“I just want community to know I have 
enjoyed being there,” Davis said.

For details on the E  Rooms rem aining events, 
v isit eroompdx.com.

—E rin  Rook

Q Patrol Marches Ahead 
With Additional Trainings

A month after its June 12 soft launch, Q_ 
Patrol is moving forward with its official launch 
and first in-depth training August 10.

After analyzing the test model and so­
liciting input from the community, Q_ Patrol 
reached out to groups in other cities, ultimately 
choosing to partner with San Francisco’s Cas­
tro Community on Patrol to create a Portland- 
specific model, according to a release.

At the official launch, current 
Q_ Patrol members will share 
their experiences and answer 
questions. The new class of Q_ 
Patrol grads will hit the streets 
Friday, August 13 at 11 p.m. and 
will expand the patrol to Friday 
and Saturday nights every week­
end to follow.

“Above all else, Q_ Patrol 
PDX emphasizes safety for both 
its walkers and the community- 
at-large. Response thus far has 
been terrific, and Q_ Patrol PDX 
is thrilled at the prospect of an 

ongoing, sustainable model in which everyone 
can participate,” QPatrol organizers said in the 
release.

Q_ Patrol is partnering with like-minded 
community organizations to offer additional 
trainings such as We Make the Path’s De- 
Escalation Training on August 9 and Three 
Hours of Power Self Defense with One With 
Heart on August 26.

To get involved\ em ail qpatrolpdx@gmail.com 
or v isitpdxqcenter.org.

—E rin  Rook

Trans-focused L.A. Doc 
Comes to Columbia 
Gorge Int'l Film Festival

Trans/Formed, a documentary completed in 
2007 by filmmaker, producer and director Cleo 
Valente, will make only its second appearance 
since a sold-out world premiere at Los Ange-
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*Floreid Walker is an Investment Advisor 
Representative offering Securities and 
Investment Advisory Services through 
SagePoint Financial, Inc., member FIN RA/
SIPC and a SEC  registered investment 
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• planning for your retirement
• evaluating your current investment portfolio
• determining effective distribution strategies 

from your retirement accounts
• utilizing distinct planning strategies for 

singles, couples, and domestic partners
• aligning your financial goals with your social 

and environmental values
Before m aking any investment decision, call...

Floreid Walker*

503 889 6842
takemyheartjewelry@yahoo.com 
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the h a s t Word in Comics
Get experimental-try a FREE comic!*

Bring this coupon to 
our stores and save:

Hollywood
4133 NE Sandy Blvd. 

(503) 284-4693 
Milwaukie 

10977 SE Main St. 
(503) 652-2752 

Beaverton
4390 SW Lloyd Ave. 

(503) 643-4222
at $3 .99 or less, FREE. Offer valid once per customer, 

has no cash value. Cannot be combined with any other offer. 
Not valid at TFAW.com. Expires September 30, 2010.
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